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Soviet papers add to Bose mystery 

SudHi Ranjan Sen 
(New Delhi, October 28) 


Hard facts have emerged from Moscow vaults io indicate 
that Subhash Chandra Bose was very much alive till at least 
1946 - and that he did not die in the 1945 plane crash as had 
been given out, and later endorsed by the two Government 
of India appointed inquiry commissions. So, the Bose 
mystery deepens. The new findings are based on 
declassified documents in the Russian military archives in 
Paddolsk, and from the British archives. 

They were discovered by three researchers — Purabi Ray, 
Hari Vasudevan and Shobanla! Dutta Gupta — working on the 
history of communist movement in India. 



Adding to the mystery are the calls from unidentified persons asking the 

researchers to suspend all further inquiries and end the government-funded s 

research. Work on the project stopped shortly, around middle of this year. • C 

r 

When contacted, Purabi Ray, who headed the research, flatly said, “I would like 
to first depose before the the Mukherjee commission (the third inquiry panel so 
far), then give out the details.” 

The Russian archives yielded two precious documents. One was about a 
discussion Joseph Stalin had with his defence minister Voroschilov and foreign 
affairs minister Molotov in 1946. The other was a report filed by a Soviet field 
agent stationed in India, also in 1946. 


The first document quotes Stalin and others discussing plans for the communist 
movement in India vis-a-vis Bose. And records available in British archives 
{under the 'declassification after 30 years' rule) show that on August 17, 1945, 

(the plane crash was reported the next day), Bose had expressed a keen desire to 
reach Soviet Union to continue the struggle against the British. 
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Yet another British archive document states that the entire theory of the plane 
crash, in Taihuku (Japan), was “pre-planned and contrived.” Subsequently, a 
Japanese newspaper— as late as December 20, 1945— reported that Bose was on 
his way to the Soviet Union and passed through Tokyo. 


CALL INDIA FOR 
ONLY 34 CENTS / 
MIN! 

Others 
about us 
archive 

FEEDBACK 
ADVERTISE 
PRIVACY POLICY 
ECAROS 


Just a few days before Stalin and his colleagues discussed Bose, a Soviet agent 
named V G Sayadyants (based in Mumbai) reported home that “the Soviet Union 
cannot possibly work with either Nehru or Gandhi," and that the Communist 
movement in India “is in a disarray." Now, the crucial bit: “Bose is the only hope 
for Soviet Russia,” he concluded in his report. 

Further, the two death reports — one from MI2 (a wing of British military 
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intelligence) and the other from the British embassy in Japan, which lent 
credence to the story that Bose had died of severe burns in the plane crash- 
have major discrepancies. While the British embassy report claimed to have 
clearly identified Bose's body, the MI2 report was “not sure." 
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NINE 

FINDINGS 



1 ; 9.1 The conclusions arrived at in the preceding 
/ijhapiers may now be set down as the findings of the 
btj ^mission. 


^vef 

rich: 

himfl 



'rj 


'■ir 


A 


(i) Bose was informed on August 12, 1945, 

that the war was about to conclude and 
the Japanese had decided to surrender to 
the Allied Forces. He was at that time at 
Saranban. The message was brought 
to him there by Negishi (Witness No. 50). 

(ii) Bose at once left for Singapore where he 
discussed his future plans with his collea- 
gues and the Ministers of his Cabinet, 
almost day and night. The decision was 
taken on the 14th when Sakai arrived and 
conferred with Bose, It was decided that 
Bose himself should leave Singapore and 
try to escape to Russia where he hoped to 
find asylum. 


inn, 

eng 

n-w 

her, 

< >C [ 

Mil 

le- 5 

3 r Q 
n" 
ip 
tiT 

e r 

o'* 

is'* 

>, 

V 

s 

i 

y i 


t 


(iii) On the morning of 16-8-1945, Bose left 
^ Singapore accompanied by Col. Habibur 

Rahman, S. A* lyar (Witness No. 29), a 
Japanese Liaison Officer Negishi (Witness 
No, 50), Col, Pritam Singh (Witness No. 
155) and others. The party arrived at 
Bangkok at 3.30 P.M. and spent the night 
there. 

(iv) At about 8 AM* on 17-8-1945, Bose and 
party left by two planes for Saigon. Bose's 
party included Col. Habibur Rahman, Deb 
Nath Das (Witness No. 3), S. A. Iyer 
(Witness No. 29), Hachia (Witness No. 
51), Ishoda (Witness No, 68), Gulzara 
Singh (Witness No. 153), Col. Pritam 
Singh (Witness No. 155), Abid Hassati 
(Witness No, 157) and others. The party 
arrived at Saigon at T 1 A.M. 

tv) The planes in which Bose and his party had 
travelled to Saigon had to go back, and 
fresh arrangements had to be made for the 
next stage of the journey. Bose was in- 
formed that one seat could be given to him 
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in a Japanese bomber which had come 
from Manila and was going to Dairen in 
Manchuria. The plane. Bose was inform- 
ed, had, on board, a number of Japanese 
army officers who had been posted to 
Manchuria and who could not be left 
behind. 

(vi) Bose was very upset on hearing this, because 

he wanted to carry all the members of his 
party with him. Ishoda and Hachia were 
sent to Dalai where Field Marshal Tarauchi 
was camping. These two emissaries could 
not see Tarauchi personally, but his 
Adjutant told them that it might be 
possible to make available two or three 
seats in all for Bose. 

(vii) Ishoda and Hachia returned to Saigon and 

conferred with the pilot of the plane and 
the Japanese military authorities there. 
The conclusion was that two seats were 
placed at the disposal of Bose. 

(viii) After some discussion, Bose decided to avail 
himself of the two seats, and asked 
Habibur Rahman to accompany him. 

(ix) The Japanese bomber left Saigon at appro- 
ximately 5 P.M. carrying Bose, Habibur 
Rahman, Lt. Col. Sakai (Witness No. 47), 
S. Nonongaki (Witness No. 53), Tarokono, 
Navigator (Witness No. 63), Takahashi 
(Witness No. 65), the pilot in charge 
Takizawa, Genl. Shidei, second pilot 
Ayogi, all three of whom were killed and 
some others, whose names need not be 
mentioned. They were the crew and 

other officers posted to Manchuria, or to 
Tokyo. 

(x) The plane 1 arrived at Touraine at 7.45 P.M. 
and the party spent the night there. 

(xi) On the morning of 18-8-1945 the bomber 
left Touraine carrying the previous com- 
plement of crew and passengers and 
arrived at Taipei in Formosa at 2 P.M. 
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(xli) The party had a snack lunch at Taipei 
while the pilot attended to a snag, which 
he declared, had been corrected, after a 
short while. 

(xiii) The plane took off 2.35 P.M. but within a 
few seconds one of the’ engines flew out 
and the plane crashed near the fringe of 
the Taihoku airfield. The body of the 
plane broke into two parts and caught fire. 

_ (xiv) The 1 pilot Takizawa and Genl. Shidei were 
killed inside the plane. The rest of the 
crew and passengers came out, but all of 
them had sustained burn injuries, two of 
them viz. Ayoagi and Bose had received 
very severe burns. 

(xv) The injured persons were carried to the 
army hospital a few kilometers from the 
airfield and given medical treatment. 

fxvi) Bose had sustained burn injuries of the third 
degree and despite the efforts of the doc- 
tors to revive him, he succumbed to his 
injuries the same night. 

(xvii) Of the other injured persons Ayoagi, the 
second pilot also died. 

(xviii) -Two days later, Bose’s body was cremated 
■ and his ashes were carried to Tokyo in 
the beginning of September 1945 where 
they were deposited in the Renkoji 
Temple. 

(xix) There is no reason for believing that the 
relations between Nehru and Bose were 
anything but friendly on a personal basis. 
Political differences between them did not 
lessen Bose’s great respect for Nehru and 
Nehru’s affection for the younger politi- 
cian whose patriotism no one questioned. 

fxx) There is not the slightest evidence of any 
attempt by Nehru to suppress the truth 
about Bose at any stage or to make false 
statements about his death at Taihoku on 
August 18, 1945. His concession to a 
public demand for enquiry was an 
instance of his compliance with; democratic 
procedures and not an admission of his 
disbelief in the truth of the crash story. 


(xxi) The personnel of the Committee appointed 
by Nehru's government to enquire into 
Bose's disappearance is ample evidence 
of his bona fides. He appointed Bose's 
brother, who could be presumed to make 
an earnest search for truth about his 
brother and whose appointment would win 
public confidence. The Chairman was Shah 
Nawaz Khan, who was a close associate 
and confidant of Bose and who had taken 
a very prominent part in I.N.A.’s campaign 
against the British. Shah Nawaz Khan 
could, therefore, be depended upon to 
conduct the enquiry honestly and con- 
scieniiously. The third member was Shri 
S, N. Maitra, a member of the I.C.S. and 
a Bengali. He was chosen because of his 
administrative experience, his proved inte- 
grity and his attachment to Bose who 
belonged to his own State, 

(xxii) There is no evidence of any attempt by the 
present government Ho withhold evidence 
or place impediments in the way of this 
Commission. All documents called for 
have becta supplied and the delay occa- 
sioned in making some files and documents 
available cannot be construed as placing 
obstacles in the progress of the enquiry, 
such delays are a normal feature of gov- 
ernment red-tape and pre-occupation with 
more urgent matters. 

(xxiii) Bose had impressed the Japanese as a great 
patriot and a competent administrator 
could win the confidence of Indians in 
South-East Asia. The Japanese, however, 
looked upon him not as an equal ally, 
but as a person whom they could use for 
their own ends. It was with great reluct- 
ance that they allowed Bose to organise 
the Burma campaign against the British 
Forces. The Japanese, however, did not 
give adequate assistance to the I.N.A., 
and despite promises, they did not hand 
over the occupied territory to the Pro- 
visional Government of Azad Hind. An 
instance in point was the Nicobar and 
Andaman Islands, the administration of 
which was not completely entrusted to 
Maj. General Loganathan, who was sent 


as High Commissioner by Bose to take 
charge of the Islands. All the evidence 
points to the fact that the Japanese neither 
had complete confidence in Bose's ability 
to lend a large army and secure victories 
over the Allied Forces, nor did they fully 
trust him. They, nevertheless, had con- 
siderable respect for him because they 
saw that he was a man of remarkable 
courage and unquestioned patriotism. 

txxiv) The Japanese attitude towards Bose under- 
went a change when the war concluded. 
The Japanese were more concerned with 
trying to retrieve whatever they could of 
their own resources than with giving large- 
scale help to Bose which would have prov- 
ed detrimental to their own interests. Also 
the blow to their self-esteem was so vio- 
lent that they became indifferent to Bose 
and his future plans. 

(xxv) The numerous stories about encounters with 
Bose at various times and various places 
after 1945, are completely false and 
unacceptable. They are the result either 
i of hallucination helped by wishful thinking 

x or have been invented by persons who 

l wanted to draw attention to themselves 

and advertise themselves as public-spirited 
men. 

9.2 The determination of the findings set down 
above brings this inquiry to its conclusion. Before 
1 take leave of the matter, I must place on record 
my appreciation of the assistance rendered by the 
large number of the individuals and orga- 
nisations who have assisted me at all stages of this 
long and sometimes arduous undertaking. It is not 


possible to mention all names, but I am conscious of 
a sense of gratitude to many who are not specifically 
named, but who greatly facilitated my task in India 
and abroad. The readiness with which witnesses in 
Japan, Burma, Malaysia, Singapore and Taiwan 
came forward to give evidence was most gratifying. 
There are also others who rendered much assistance 
to me. The counsel appearing in the inquiry 
deserve my thanks for their courtesy and their sense 
of duty. I should particularly like to express my 
appreciation of the assistance rendered by Shri A, P. 
Chakraborty, who conducted himself completely in 
accordance with the highest traditions of the Bar, 
always courteous, always well prepared, always act- 
ing with a high sense of integrity and always willing 
to render real assistance to the Commission, I 
must also express my gratitude to the late Shri T. R. 
Bhasin, Counsel for the Commission, whose hard 
work and impartial summing up were of inestimable 
value to me. He was ably assisted by his junior 
Shri S. B. Wad, 

9.3 I am beholden to the Commission's staff for 
their unstinted services at all times and more parti- 
cularly when the pressure of work subjected them 
to not a little strain. This strain fell more parti- 
cularly upon the stenographers and typists who had 
to work for long hours and type out a voluminous 
record and a long report. Without their co-operation 
and help it would not have been possible to conduct 
this inquiry and complete this report. 


JUNE 30, 1974. G, D. KHOSLA 
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Netaii's death anniversary 


As instructed , / attended Netaji's death anniversary function 
organised at the Renkoji temple on Friday, August 18. Around fifty 
persons, including Mr.Hayashi, Secretary, Subash Chandra Bose 
Academy and Mdbffuda of the Academy attended the anniversary. 
After the prayer, all the persons present paid their respects to Netaji 
and a commemorative photograph was taken. Following this, 
lunch was served in the adjoining room. Mr.Fiayashi explained 
about the developments in the past one year and Mr.Okuda added 
that the developments are in the positive direction, although the 
movement is very slow. I was requested to speak. I recalled the 
sacrifices made by Netaji and his associates for liberating India 
from the colonial rule. I thanked the Subash Chandra Bose 
Academy and the associates of Netaji for keeping his memory alive. 
The ceremony lasted for two hours. 

May kindly see. 

[Cwajasekhar] 
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BIR fHHLACE OF MSSTAJI TO BE MADE A NATIONAL MONUMENT 

NEW DELHI , RPR 24 tPTI) THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE 
STEPS TQ DECLARE i'HE BIRTHPLACE OF MET A J I S JB.HAG' ' CHANDRA 
BOLE, JANftKINATH BHAVAN IN CUTTACK IN OR I SBC, PC ft NATIONAL 
MONUMEN ) , EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER J ASWAN" 3 i NO-' SAID 
NONDRY. 

HIS ASSURANCE IN THE UPPER HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT t R A J Y A 
SftBHA) CAME AFTER A UNANIMOUS DEMAND BY MEMBERS ! HPT THE 
CENTURY-OLD BUILDING, NOW IN R D I LA P I TATE D CONDI TDK, BE 
RENOVATED AND DECLARED A NATIONAL MONUMENT -0 HONOUR THE 
MEMORY OF ft GREAT SON C?F- INDIA, 

THE DEMAND CAME UP IN A SPECIAL MENTION BY C. N A HAVANA 
REDDY C NOMINATED.’ , WHO EXPRESSED S'JPRISE THAT JflNAKINATH 
BHAVAN, BUILT BY NE I A_ I ’ S FATHER, J'ftNAKINftTF SORE, WAS Yt-.T TO 
BE DECLARED ft Nft'; MONUMENT. 

ALONG WITH GANDHI J I HMD NEHRU, NET ft J I IS ALSO CONSIDERED 
A CHEAT SON OF INDIA, REDDY SAID, ADD t HU IT WOULD BE IN THE 
FITNESS OF THINGS THAT HIS BIRTHPLACE WAS TURNED IN' 1 U ft 
NATIONAL MONUMENT AS XT WAS DONE IN THE CASE OF THE 
BIRTHPLACES OF THE OTHER TWO LEADERS. 

REDDY AND LEADERS OF ALL OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES IN f HP- 
HOUSE SPOKE ABOUT THE D I LAP I TftTED CONDITION Dr “HE BUILDING 
AND DEMANDED ITS rtENQVAT ION WORK HE TAKEN L IMMEDIATELY. 

J AS WANT S-1MBH SAID THE .COVE RNMENT LAS > TU"AL AGREEMENT 
WITH THE SENTIMENTS EXPRESSED IN THE HOUGH US WILL BE AC *' 'CMC 
ACCORDINGLY JO THAT THE BIRTHPLACE 0 : ME fft.V XU PROPERLY AND 
ADEQUATELY COMMEMORATED, h£ SAID, (P;M> RCR • T ; ' K.ft hHK.PTI 
0424 l 627 R 
MNNM 




EMBASSY OF INDIA 
(Science & Technology Wing) 

Mr. Shigemoto Okuda, President Representative in Japan, Saudi 
Arabian Airlines, who was once associated with Indian National Army, 
has informed that he has learnt from Mrs. Krishna Bose, MP and 
Chairman, Advisory Committee of MEA, that the Government of 
Singapore has accepted the proposal of holding an exhibition on 
Netaji Subhash Chander Bose, towards the end of this year in 
Singapore . 

Mr. Okuda has promised to convey the details once he hears 
about them from India or Singapore. He told it to me during PM's 
Cherry Blossom party on April 14. 
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(U.S. Tandon) 
Counsellor (S&T) 
dated: 17.4 .2000 
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Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose still 
revered in the Far East 

By GURMUKH SINGH 

m A BANGKOK: In the Far East where he raised the Indian 

National Army (INA) to liberate India more than 50 
years, Subhash Chandra Bose is still a cult figure. Talk 
to any elder about Netaji, and he complains about the 
lack of appreciation of his hero's role in the freedom 
struggle. "Had he lived longer, India would not have 
been partitioned, for Jinnah had full faith in him," say 
Netaji's former comrades in Bangkok and Singapore. 
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4 '****•*& jhg Indians weighed him against gold — the first-ever 

r; Indian revolutionary — on his birthday in 1943 here. 

"He weighed a solid 83 kilos," recalls a misty-eyed Seth 
a J^a'sissae Tarlok Singh Chawla, 82, a personal friend of Netaji. 

"All of us had pledged him our blood, sweat and 
a ^ess-sb money, in writing," he adds. 

To this day, Chawla daily worships the two pistols 
which Netaji had handed him when he left Bangkok for 
the last time. "See you in the Red Fort, 1 Netaji had 
^ said," Chawla recalls. "Eight days later, he was 

♦ Top stories announce ^ dead in a plane crash," he sounds skeptical. 

across papers j)i S p] a yj n g the rusty Colt .32 and FN .635, Chawla says, 

* ^ h ° t0 galler y "Netaji usually carried only one pistol, I know very 
well. But when he retreated from Rangoon to Bangkok 
with the Rani Jhansi Brigade, he carried one more. He 
told me he was going to Singapore, and asked me to 
keep the pistols till we meet again ~ in the Red Fort." 

On a visit to Thailand, Indira Gandhi had asked Chawla 
to give the weapons to the National Museum in Delhi. 

' But I didn't want to part with them for sentimental 
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Recalling his 'heart-to-heart' exchanges with Netaji, 
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^ Todav'a chat Recalling his 'heart-to-heart' exchanges with Netaji, 
Chawla believes that "his political rivals in India had 
~ X. spread many false things about him. Since he was 
company to get the n °body's lackey he was forced out of the Congress. Yet 
latest bse/nse stock he never uttered a word against Gandhiji or Nehru, such 
was his sense of dignity. This also led to his emphasis on 
self help. He stressed that he acted independent of the 
Germans and the Japanese, never accepted help from 
them, and turned down the German offer to be 
accommodated in their army. Instead he persuaded them 
to let him form the Indian National Army (first in Berlin) 
with 10,000-12,000 Indian PoWs released by the 
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Germans." 

Netaji moved to the Far East in 1943 as the Japanese 
wanted him to shore up the moribund Indian 
Independent League under Ras Behari Bose. 
"Personally, he too wanted to be closer to the theatre of 
action," says Chawla. On reaching Singapore, he 
relaunched the INA with 50,000 Indian British Army 
PoWs released by the Japanese. At its peak, the INA 
numbered 80,000." 


Sri Lanka detains six over 

Colombo rebel attack 

Neo-Nazis begin 
pro-Haider march in 

Berlin 


Asian tigers in UK: Mittal 

comes tops 

Former Indian official 

a ppointed to U,N. 

commission on Iraq 


X 




Dusting off old receipts of Indian businessmen's 
contribution to the INA, Chawla confirms that all INA 
expenses were borne by Indian traders. "The Thais too 
were very very generous," reveals the aging businessman 
whose family had moved to Thailand at the turn of the 
last century. "Twice he was their official guest here." 


Illinois' first political 

campaign manager is 

Indian American 
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Fun-filled Mauritian l-Dav 
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Recalling Netaji's last days, he says, "He felt let down 
by the Japanese. Had they heeded his advice not to 
completely cordon off the Indian army in Kohima and 
left a passage for retreat, many Indian soldiers would 
have come over to the INA: the outcome would have 
been different. But the Japanese were eager to finish 
them (the British India army soldiers) off. But it did not 
happen as the cordon was broken." 
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Netaji retreated from Rangoon "fearing molestation of 
his Rani Jhansi Brigade by the British Indian army," says 
Chawla. When the surrender loomed large, the INA had 
a whopping 80 lakh bahts in its account. "All INA 
soldiers were given six months’ salary as we did not 
know will happen to them. Besides, the money would 
have fallen into the hands of the British." 
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Chawla led a delegation of Thai Indian leaders to Nehru 
in 1945, requesting him to accommodate the INA 
veterans in the Indian army after independence. "For 
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veterans in the Indian army after independence. "For 
obvious reasons, he did not agree. Nobody wanted to 
give Netaji credit." 
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Accept Netaji’s death and honour him, 
says daughter 


India Headlines 


Accept Neta ji's death and h onour 
him, savs dau ghter 


Dr Anita Pfaff, 57, was just one month old when her father, Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, last saw her. He left Germany for Japan two 
months later and died towards the end of the World War II in an air 
crash. Now married, with two children, she has grown up learning of her 
father's ideals from her mother. Here, on a sabbatical and to meet Indian 
leaders, she thinks it is high time the 'silly' debate about whether her 
father is dead or alive is put to rest and a fitting memorial -- "not a statue, 
please” — is erected in the capital. She spoke to Mahendra Ved. 


Duf ferin adm its 15 rape victims a 
month 

BSE inte rnet tradi ng facility tobe 
available soon - 


What does it mean to be Netaji 1 ® daughter? 

Any child would be proud to have outstanding parents. It is also a 
burden, since you have to live up to their stature. But since I lived abroad 
and did not play the daughter, it is less so for me* When I grew up, I was 
told of the work he had done and what he stood for. It was much later -- 
in 1 960 - that I met my other family members. In 1979, 1 paid the only 
visit to Japan to see the ashes of my father at the Renkoji Temple near 
^ Tokyo, 

Are you following the debate on what happened to him? 
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I am following all these rumours. Some of them are spectacular. I have 
formed some opinion, since one cannot live in vacuum. I am absolutely 
sure he is not alive. He would have been 103 and the possibility of 
someone not seen for over 50 years to be alive now is minimal. To say he 
was a great man and therefore must live forever is rather silly . There is 
no reason for him to keep away from public and keep quiet after 
independence. 


My mother accepted that he was dead. She was one of the millions of 
mothers who were bringing up their children without the help of 
husbands. 


Many people, including some members of the Bose family, and 
leaders of the All India Forward Bloc, do not accept that the ashes at 
the Renkoji Temple are those of Netaji. 

Some objections are well intentioned, and some are not-so well 
intentioned. Those who think that he is no more are upset that he is not 
being recognised as such. There are the Japanese sentiments, his 
associates in Japan, who have been taking care of the ashes. They would 
like to send it to India, where it belongs. They also have this religious 
belief that the soul is not put to rest till the ashes are immersed in the 
motherland. They are upset that India and our family have not acted. 
Many of the associates ha ve died and those now in charge fear that the 
younger people may not be able to take good care. I have gone by the 
testimony of Habibur Rahman, who was with him and who was himself 
injured. The rest — that he may have escaped to Manchuria or to the 
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Soviet Union and that he may have been killed there -- are rumours. 
What I have learnt so far is that there is nothing to prove this. 

Have you asked the Russians, or studied the records? 



I am neither a historian, nor do 1 know Russian. Unless something comes, 
I find the air crash story convincing. The reports about researchers 
having found evidence and about various people having cited Netaji at 
different times are alt rumours. There are many crackpots with ideas. 


I would like to put an end to all this. There is an inquiry underway and 
the results are awaited. I am personally not too troubled. But I know the 
embarrassment that India is facing. If the ashes were brought home and 
given due honour, that would be fine. There should be a memorial for 
Netaji. 


Where should the memorial be set up? 

In New Delhi. I cannot say where. I am not familiar with the place. There 
are people better qualified than me to decide. But I do believe that this 
whole issue of denying that he is dead is also a way of denying him due 
honour. 


It is not so much a matter for myself How India as a country wants to 
treat its heroes. Ultimately, it is also a question of India's self-respect. I 
am upset at the Bose family's attitude. Some members do not want to 
accept that he is dead. They have said something in the past and think 
that they should not change. Partly, it is a matter of being consistent 
Some people have kept saying something and find it difficult to change 
their opinion. The Bose family does not speak with one voice, which 
makes it difficult for the Government of India. The Forward Bloc people 
think it is disrespectful to say that he is no more. Ultimately, it comes to 
the question of belief - a belief against belief. There cannot be a water- 
tight proof of whether he died or not, given the circumstances. But I 
think that it is not disrespectful to say that my father is dead, since the 
idea of his being alive is beyond any probability. 

There are any number of roads, statues and memorials named after 
Netaji. So why another memorial? 

Honouring Netaji is overdue, especially since the centenary year 1997-98 
has gone. I don't so much believe in statues. A memorial should be befit 
Netaji's ideals. Education was important to him. Transmission of culture, 
values was dear to him. 

Have his ideals been fulfilled in independent India? 

The sentiment 'what I can do for my country', is not strong any more; 
'what I can get out of my country' is. But this is happening everywhere. 
There is more corruption here than elsewhere, perhaps. But selfishness is 
^ everywhere. The ideal of community service is all but gone here. 

What appealed to you about Netaji? 

He was a person who thought beyond his times. Read his Haripura 
Congress address. He spoke of the population boom, the role of the 
working class, the role of women. Ail these are relevant today. He was a 
modem man. A man who thought beyond the freedom struggle as 
political emancipation. Today, the concept of planning is becoming less 
and less popular. But he thought of planning. 
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It is said that the Nehru-Gandhi era saw Netaji's denigration* 

This is too one-sided. This may have been the problem not of Nehru or 
Indira, but of their minions. Relationship between Nehru and my father 
was complex. They had been comrades-in-arms and worked together. 
There were others also. There was always that element of competition in 
working together. After Independence, he would have perhaps been a 
competitor. But for that, to paint Panditji as a villain is unfair. 

What is the subject of your sabbatical here? 

I am an economist who deals in social problems. I am here to give ideas 
and listen to some. Caring for the aged is a growing global problem. 
Though the joint-family system is cracking up, it is still there. The 
problem is much worse in the West where the process has gone on for 
too long and too far. Only the moneyed people can afford to be in aged 
homes and sanatoriums. Others have to live either with their children or 
depend upon them. In India, you think the homes for the aged are 
horrible, but you are going to need more of them. But there is the 
constraint of funds and infrastructure. There is no direct one-line solution 
to this. But I am glad in India the problem of the aged is being seen along 
with that of the children and women. An integrated approach is needed, it 
has to be a combination of the children looking after their parents and of 
the society and the government doing their bit. 
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No immediate plan to bring 
Netaji's ashes: PM 


NEW DELHI: The Prime Minister has said the 
government has no immediate proposal to bring the 
ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India and that there was no move to politicise the issue. 
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He made the clarification in a letter to Forward Bloc 
general secretary Debabrata Biswas who had written to 
him taking strong exception to his statement last month 
that the government could initiate the process to bring 
Netaji's ashes provided there was a consensus on the 
issue. 
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In his letter, Biswas had said the PM’s statement 
amounted to "scuttling" the independent functioning of 
the inquiry commission appointed by his government to 
probe the disappearance of Netaji and one of its terms 
of reference was whether the ashes lying in a Japanese 
temple were those of Netaji. 

While paying homage to Netaji on his 103rd birth 
anniversary last month, the PM had said the government 
could initiate steps to bring home his ashes and keep 
them at the Red Fort. 
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"At the outset, let me clarify that there is no immediate 
proposal before the government to bring the ashes lying 
in Renkoji Temple (in Japan) to India," the PM said, 
adding, "the reference made to the same was in the 
context of a volume of correspondence received from 
different quarters requesting the government to do the 
same." 


"There is no question of the government politicising the 
issue or being guided by partisan considerations in the 
matter," the PM said, adding the government would 
Type the name of the await the report of the commission and extend 
latest ^sE/NSE^stock cooperation in every manner to ensure that it was able 
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latest bse/nse stock cooperation in every manner to ensure that it was able 
quote to function smoothly. 

He assured Biswas that any action in this regard would 
be initiated by the government only if there was a broad 
agreement in this regard. 


Go 


/r-\ 


(fij 

Qf WP i n 


MW 


Page 2 of 2 


Five of family in j ured in 

Srinagar blast 

2 transporters shot dead 

ID Meerut 


* 


"The findings of the inquiry commission, of course, will 
be a fundamental consideration in any such decision," he 
said. 
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About his suggestion that the office of the inquiry 
commission be shifted from Calcutta to Delhi, the PM 
said this would be looked into. 

The ashes of Netaji are claimed to be lying at Renkogi 
Temple near Tokyo. Netaji who had formed the Indian 
National Army in 1943 to fight the British with the help 
of Japanese was reportedly killed in an air crash over 
Taipei on August 18, 1945. However, there has been a 
controversy over his death. (PTI) 
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Govt, ready to bring Netaji’s ashes from Japan 


NEW DELHI, JAN. 23. The 
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari 
Vajpayee, today said that the 
Entertainment Government could initiate the 
Miscellaneous 
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process of bringing the ashes of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from 
Japan and keep them in the Red 
Fort, but there should not be any 
differences on the issue. He was 
addressing a function to pay 
homage to the legendary freedom fighter on his 103rd birth anniversary 
today. 

The ashes of Netaji are at present kept at Renkogi temple near Tokyo. 
Netaji who had formed the Indian National Army in 1943 to fight the 
British with the help of Japanese was reportedly killed in an air crash over 
Taipei on August 18, 1945. However, there has been a controversy over 
his death. The Prime Minister said his Government had already set up a 
commission to probe into the disappearance of Netaji. "Truth should 
come out 1 ' and the country should know what happened to Netaji and 
whether he died in an air crash, Mr. Vajpayee said, adding the earlier 
probe had failed to arrive at a decisive conclusion. 

Appealing to the people to furnish whatever information they had to 
enable the commission to complete its task, he said that the Government 
would see that all relevant documents and information were provided to 
the panel. 

Eulogising the services and the role of Netaji in the freedom struggle, Mr. 
Vajpayee said though the country was strong enough, the amount of 
concern the people should have for their motherland was missing. 

Urging the people, particularly the youth, to draw inspiration from the life 
of Netaji to build a proud and prosperous India, he said Netaji belonged to 
the great tradition of Indian heroes who symbolised vigour and vision. 


24-01-00 


9:07:53 AM 


The Hindu on indiaservercom : Govt, ready to... 

Among those present on the occasion 
Mr. Madan lal Khurana, Mr, Sahib Singh Verma and the former Election 
Commissioner, Mr. G. V. G Krishnamurthy. 



were former Delhi Chief Ministers, 
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SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE (1 897-1 945) 




A historic sub ride tojapan 


By YOSH1TAKA SASAKI 

Asahi Shimbun 

On the morning of April 28, 
1943, a German U-boat bobbed 
in the Indian Ocean off the 
coast of Madagascar, Africa. 
About 40 yards away lay the 
Japanese submarine, Igo. A 
rope was laid across the two 
submarines and a rubber raft 
traveled the rough sea, from 
the U-boat to the Igo and bade 
again* Men in the small craft* 
chased away circling sharks 
with gunfire. The precious 
cargo delivered by the U-boat 
was Subhas Chandra Bose* 
leader of the independence 
movement of India. 

Bose visited each of the Axis 
powers to meet the leaders of 
fascism, Benito Mussolini, 
AdolfHitler and Hideki Tojo* 
and ^ided for assistance in 
India s struggle against the 
British. “I would take the hand 
of the devil himself for the sake 
of independence,” he once 
declared. 

* * * 

Bose wore a dripping life 
jacket and a heavy beard 
acquired during his long 
journey. A telegram dated 11:59 
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Subhas Chandra Bose 


April 28, 1943 (Greenwich 

mean time) still remains in the 
archives of the German Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs announc- 
ing U-boat ISO's successful 
completion of its mission— 
Bose’s transfer to the Japanese 
submarine. It had taken two 
months for the U-boat carrying 
Bose to travel from the naval 
port of Brest in northern 
France* which it left in late 
February * around the Cape of 
Good Hope and make the 
rendezvous in the Indian 


Ocean. 

The Japanese submarine* igo 
29, had traveled from Penang 
on die Malay Peninsula to meet 
the U-boat at a point 400 
nautical miles south- southeast 
of Madagascar, The waves in 
the Indian Ocean had remained 
high and stormy seas had 
dogged the vessel. 

Hiroshi Hirano, 88, who was 
a secretary at the Japanese 
naval attache's office in Singa- 
pore was responsible for die 
reception of German and Italian 
submarines and their crew* 
claims it was a miracle that the 
two submarines met at all in 
such vast and heavy seas in an 
era of an astronomical navi- 
gation. “Moreover, a large per- 
centage of submarines were 
sunk. Only five out of 10 vessels 
ever reached Singapore; and of 
those* only three made it back 
to their home base.” 

Bose put his life on the line in 
this journey to Japan for the 
purpose of establishing the 
Provisional Government of 
Free India and urging the 
J apanese Im peri al Army to 
invade British-con trolled India. 
His most pressing desire on 
reaching Japan, therefore, was 



to meet with Tojo, who was 
Japan's prime minister. 

Tojo, however* was reluctant* 
and it was only in mid-June* a 
month after Bose arrived, that 
die two finally met. But when 
they did, Tojo was impressed. 
“He is, indeed, a hero,” he 
remarked to those around him. 
'This is a man who can be 
depended upon.” 

Bose's impression of Tojo* 
however, which he conveyed to 
a friend was, “He is a simple, 
straightforward man* well- 
suited to the military* but not to 
international politics.” 

Bose outlined his plan for 
Indian independence and pres^ 
ented two demands: Japan's 
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Crusader traveled the globe in the name of freedom for India 
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support of the Indian indepen- 
dence movement must be 
unconditional with no strings 
attached* and Japan should 
extend its military operations to 
India as soon as possible. 

Two days later, Bose was 
given a seat of honor in the 
Imperial Diet Tojo, standing at 
the podium, gazed up at him 
and declared, ‘The Empire is 
committed to delivering India 
from the grasp of American and 
British power and to pursuing 
every means to achieve its 
independence." 

. On June 21, Bose transmitted 
a radio broadcast to India from 
the Japan Broadcasting Corpor- 
ation (NHKJi in his first public 
broadcast from Tokyo. 

Y m now in Japan” he 
staV . "The government of 
Japan has announced that it will 
fully support the movement for 
Indian independence." Eng- 
land, which believed him to be 
in Germany, was astonished, 
while the Indian populace was 
ecstatic to learn that Bose* who 
seemed to have disappeared 
without a trace* was actually in 
Asia. 

* * * 

Bose was bom in Cuttack, 
0 ri ssa, the six th son of a 
wealthy West Bengali lawyer 
and a Brahman, India's highest 
^aste. He went to a college in 
Calcutta. In January 1916, an 
ndian university student 
nvolved in a movement to 
ibolish privileged seating for 
he British, was slapped by a 
British professor. In protest, 


the students went on a strike 
that culminated in an incident 
in which a student punched a 
teacher. The student was 
expelled and Bose* as class 
preside?^* was suspended lor 
instigating the strike. 

World War I had already 
started. The people of India, 
promised independence if Eng- 
land won the war, cooperated 
by sending more than 1 million 
troops to the front lines in 
Europe. 

But when the war was over, 
the promise was not kept, and 
the discontented masses were 
subject to tight controls. Bose 
leaned ever more strongly 
toward the radical anti-British 
resistance movement Singled 
out as a troublemaker by the 
government he was jailed 11 
times. 

During his eighth term 
behind bars* he developed 
tuberculosis and was sent to a 
sanatorium in Vienna. There, 
however, he threw himself back 
tpto the independence move- 
ment without properly complet- 
ing his treatment 

While in Europe, he visited 
Home and met Mussolini. “Do 
you believe that independence 
can be achieved by reform or 
revolution?” Mussolini asked 
him. “I believe that revolution is 
best" Bose replied. "Then start 
planning now," Mussolini told 
him. “For revolution, it is 
necessary to be prepared " 

Mussolini seems to have 
taken a liking to Bose, allowing 
him four meetings. Bose had 
charisma. Some say this was 
because of his devotion to the 
independence movement and 

tr 


his disinterest in personal gain. 
Later* when Japan was defeated 
in World War II* Bose had about 
90 million yen in cash. This he 
distributed among his subordi- 
nates without reserving a single 

yen for himself. 

* * * 

In 1939, World War II began. 
Bose went to see Mohandas K. 
Gandhi and urged him to act, 
declaring that this was a golden 
opportunity. "Why?” Gandhi 
asked him. "Whether Britain 
wins or loses, she will have lost 
her power. Then we can achieve 
independence through non- 
violence.” 

“At a time like this, it is 
necessary to use drastic military 
measures,” Bose insisted. 

Gandhi considered this for a 
moment and then replied. “If 
you are convinced that this is 
the way to succeed, give it your 
very best effort Although it is 
not my way, if you do succeed, 
I will be the first to send you my 
congratulations.” 

In July 1940, Bose was 
imprisoned for the final time. 
He pondered how he could 
escape and in November, he 
began a hunger strike. He 
became increasingly weak* and 
as his death in prison would 
only create trouble, the govern- 
ment transferred him to house 
arrest 

His nephew, Sisir Kumar 
Bose, 79, a doctor in Calcutta, 
told me what happened. “At 1:30 
in the morning on January 17, 
1941* I quietly took my unde to 
my car. He sat in the back, and 
we left the car door slightly ajar 
so as not to make a sound. 

When the gate opened, l got 


into the driver’s seat and slam- 
med the door to make the 
guards believe there was only 
one person in the car.” 

The light in Bose’s room on 
The second floor was 
extinguished about one hour 
later, and the man on watch 
relaxed, pulled his covers over 
his head and went to sleep. 

Bose reached Berlin on April 
2, traveling via Kabul and 
Moscow. The Nazi government 
greeted him as an honored 
guest, for he was a trump card 
against the British. The Free 
India Center was created in 
Berlin, and he was supplied with 
a fine residence. 

While he was in Germany, 
Japan declared war on Britain. 
Bose was determined to go to 
Japan and plead his cause there, 
too. At the end of May, 1942* he 
met with Hitler at the Fuhreris 
house. 

According to records in the 
archives of the German Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs, Bose 
requested assistance to reach 
East Asia. Hitler assented* say- 
ing, “England can only be 
defeated by a simultaneous 
attack from inside and outside 
the country. After going to 
Japan, therefore, you should 
commence an offensive from 
the closest place to India. The 
airways are too dangerous, but 
we could arrange to take you by 
submarine.” 

At the end of their interview, 
Bose made one final request of 
the dictator. “Fuhrer, in your 
book* Mein Kampf, your under- 
standing of India is slanted. At 
an appropriate time, I would 
appreciate it if you would per- 
il? 


sonally correct this by present- 
ing a correct interpretation of 
India.” 

Hitler scowled and answered, 
“It will take India at least 150 

years lo attain home rule.” 

+ * * 

Bose secretly married Entitle 
Schenkl, an Austrian beauty 10 
years his junior. 

When Bose was in Vienna for 
treatment in 1934, he had hired 
the 26year-old Emily as his 
secretary. The two became 
dose while working together. 
#ut Austria had already 
embraced Nazism and they 
could not make their relation- 
ship public. 

In November 1942, Emily 
gave birth to a girl, Anita. She 
registered the birth' as illegit- 
imate. 

Bose wrote a letter to his 
brother, Sarat, in Calcutta just 
before he boarded the submar- 
ine for Japan, saying, “I am 
again embarking on the path of 
danger, but this time towards 
home. I do not know whether l 
shall see the end of this road... .1 
have married here and have a 
daughter. In my absence please 
show them the love you have 
given me all my life.” The letter 
was dated Feb. 8, 1943, and 
written In Bengali. 

From Japan, Bose went to 
Singapore. In October, 1943 he 
announced the establishment 
of the Provisional Government 
of Free India* becoming its 
head and the commander in 
chief of the Indian people’s 
army. 

He also declared war on 
England and the United States. 
Shortly after* a campaign to 

i. 
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seize Imphal in northeastern’. 
India was started. Kazunorh 
Kunizuka, 82, who spoke Engl- 
ish and was serving as a first" 
lieutenant in the intelligence 
corps at the time, was assigned - 
to accompany Bose, because he. 
was considered capable of con- 
vincing Indian forces in the’ 
British army to come over to 1 
the anti-British side. - ■' 

Kunizuka noticed that Bosfe- 
did not have any relations with • 
women while in Asia. Once a. ' 
submarine brought mail from ", 
Germany, a rare occurrence,.' 
and Bose received a tetter. After" i 
the war, Kunizuka discovered- « 
that this letter was from Bose's 
wife. “I will never forget how.’ 1 
happy he looked when he*": 
received it," he recalls. 

On Aug. 15, 1945, the war ifr 
Asia ended with Japan’s surren- 
der, Bose, however, .did not 
give up. 

He carried on with his plaits--” 
to visit the Soviet Union. On 
Aug. 18, the Japanese bomber J 
he was riding in stopped to \ 
refuel in Taipei and then era- ; 
s;hed immediately after takeoff, i 

Although Bose was taken to i 
the hospital, he died that night. ! 
In India, a rebellion sparked in ! 

Bombay naval base spread. 1 
Ilie independence for India of ■ 
which Bose had dreamed was t 
realized quite suddenly in i 
August 1947. ) 

Bose’s remains are ‘ 
enshrined at Renkoji, a Budd- 1 
hist temple in Suginami Ward, ! 
Tokyo. The government of { 
India has yet to claim them, i 
apparently because a rumor | 
continues to circulate in India ' 
that Bose is still alive. 
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Netaji is dead, bring his ashes 
home: Sisir Bose 

By Mahendra Ved 

The Times of India News Service 

NEW DELHI: "Enough of controversy over the death 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Let us accept that he 
was not immortal. He is now part of our history," say 
Netaji's nephew, Sisir Bose, and his wife Krishna Bose, 
a Lok Sabha member. 

They want the urn containing Netaji's ashes to be 
brought to the Capital, and placed near the Rajghat if 
possible, "befitting Netaji's role in the freedom 
movement." 

Though some West Bengal parties have attacked the 
external affairs minister for praying at the Renkoji 
Temple in Japan, where Netaji's ashes are kept, during 
his recent visit, the Boses are "most happy." 

"The Japanese have kept it with honour. But why 
should Netaji’s ashes remain there for over 50 years," 
asks Dr Bose who had driven Netaji from his Elgin 
Road residence in Calcutta during his escape from 
house arrest by the British. 

Ms Bose finds it "painful" that dignitaries visiting the 
temple have to answer questions about why Indians do 
not want to take home the ashes of one of their greatest 
freedom fighters. 

The Japanese, she says, find the entire controversy 
inexplicable. "Go tell your people that he was not 
immortal," Mochizuky, head priest of the temple, told 
the Boses the last time they went to Renkoji. Today, his 
son, by the same name, is continuing the father's 
mission, burning incense sticks and lamps before the urn. 
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"They are puzzled by the belief in India that Netaji did 
not die in the 1945 air crash and that there are so many 
theories about his "disappearance*. Why should we lie to 
you about someone whom we also respect, the Japanese 
are asking," Ms Bose told The Times of India. 

The controversy has been fuelled by what the Boses call 
"so- called research conducted in Russian archives" 
recently. "Nothing conclusive was found to dispute 
Netaji's death in the air crash." Moscow had clearly 
conveyed to then Indian envoy Ranen Sen that there 
was nothing in the archives to indicate that Netaji had 
survived the crash, or that the aircraft had strayed into 
Soviet territory. 



Two commissions have probed the circumstances under 
s which Netaji disappeared and a third one, by Justice M 

Mukherjee, is working on it afresh. Dr Bose, who 
refused to depose before the Justice Khosla Commission 
- "simply because I was not physically present at the 
crash site and could not vouch for anything" - thinks it is 
time to set the controversy to rest once and for all. 

"All evidence indicates that he died in the air crash. 
Anything to the contrary is not based on evidence,’’ Dr 
Bose, who heads Netaji Research Institute in Calcutta, 

S said. 
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Jaswant defends visit to Renkoji 
temple 


NEW DELHI: External affairs minister Jaswant Singh 
on Tuesday said his visit to Renkoji temple in Tokyo, 
where "ashes" ofNetaji Subash Chander Bose have 
been kept, will in no way hamper the work of the 
inquiry commission, which is looking into the 
mysterious disappearance of the INA leader on August 
18,1945. 
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The minister made these observations when Joyanta 
Roy (FB) through a special mention in the Rajya Sabha 
took serious objection to Jaswant Singh's visit to the 
temple during his four-day official visit to Japan last 
week. 
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Roy alleged that the government was not serious about 
unveiling the truth regarding the disappearance of 
Netaji. Jaswant said his visit to the temple would in no 
way ' compromise the work of the commission". 

Roy also demanded a detailed statement from the 
minister on his visit to the temple. (UNI) 
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FAX MESSAGE 


24 SEPTEMBER 99 


FROM: INDEMBASSY TOKYO 

TO: FOREIGN NEW DELHI 


Joint Secretary (Coord.) From Counsellor (Pol) 


Repeat Joint Secretary (EA) 


We have seen newspaper reports about Union Cabinet’s decision to 
set up a Commission of Inquiry to go into the circumstances of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose’s demise/disappearance over half a century ago. 

Grateful advise about the current status of the Col, and particularly 
whether it has been constituted. 


hi"' > 



(Vishnu Prakash) 
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The Netaji legend 

THE UNION CABINET’S decision to set up a Commission of Inquiry to 
probe the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from 
Bangkok over five decades ago may seem odd in the prevailing situation, 
but it will surely be welcomed by millions of his admirers who believe 
that the Centre has not done enough to find out the truth. What is more, 
the Chief Justice of India will now be asked to nominate a retired judge 
of either the Supreme Court or a High Court to head the Commission. 
The panel's headquarters will be based in New Delhi as this will ensure 
adequate infrastructure and access to information helping it produce its 
report within the stipulated time of six months. That the Centre has taken 
nearly two years to take the decision following directions given in 1997 
by the Calcutta High Court on a writ petition can only be explained by 
the persistent political uncertainties in New Delhi. 


Interestingly, the resolution passed by the West Bengal Assembly 
attracted attention as the birth centenary of Netaji was celebrated in the 
country with enormous public enthusiasm. Although the panels set up 
earlier by the Centre, headed by Shah Nawaz Khan and Justice G. D. 
Khosla, accepted the contention that Netaji had been a victim of an 
aircrash at Taihoku in Formoso as true, a large section of his followers 
held a contrary view. The Centre, which accepted the findings of the 
panels on Netaji's death, was highly embarrassed as the whole issue 
acquired a political dimension. Possibly for this reason, it did not take 
seriously the demand for a fresh probe for over two decades and 
maintained that there were too many contradictions in the testimony of 
the witnesses to warrant a fresh probe. 



The Calcutta High Court’s directive seeks to put an end to the 
long-standing controversy. As the Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K. 

? ' Advani, presided over the meeting convened by his Ministry and was 

attended by a high-profile team, including Netaji's kin. Dr. Sisir Kumar 
Bose, before the decision was taken to start a fresh probe, the Vajpayee 
Government has taken the initiative to settle the controversy over Netaji's 
death once and for all. The findings of the new panel should highlight the 
secular character of Netaji's political philosophy. While his collaboration 
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with Japan during the war and 
controversy, he advocated during the freedom movement separation of 
religion from politics to establish a truly free society. Netaji's faith in the 
diversity and unity inspired millions of people. The terms of reference of 
the panel should cover the whole gamut of Netaji's life and the secular 
character of his leadership. It should focus on controversial issues like 
whether he really died in a plane crash as alleged by the Japanese 
authorities and whether the ashes kept in a Japanese temple were really of 
Netaji’s. 

It is hoped that the panel findings will emphasise Netaji's sacrifices and 
sufferings in the freedom movement. Netaji symbolised the values, vision 
and determination of a poor nation to free itself from colonial rule. His 
ideals and political philosophy are as relevant today as they were five 
decades ago. He was against all social and economic barriers. His militant 
politics made him a controversial but highly respected nationalist leader. 

In its brief but laudable career, the Indian National Army led by him, 
inspired millions, particularly the youth of the country. The panel would 
do well to look into all aspects of Netaji's political relations with the 
Japanese leaders to establish the circumstances under which he 
disappeared from the scene in August 1945. 
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WITNESS TO ATROCITIES 

’40s Indian' nationalist still active 



> 
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V.C. UNGAM, who arrived here for schooling In 1940, worked 
to free India from British rule, hut found his efforts stymied by 
World War II, Angela jeffs photo 


H> A NO El. A JEEPS 

For a man who claims ml 
to like talking about himself, 
V.C Ungaro has a lot to say. 
Retired fur 10 years nr so, he 
can be found most days of the 
week hanging out in the For- 
eign Correspondents' Club of 
Japan in Tokyo's Yurakucho, 
where, un a click of imperious 
fingers, benignly tolerant 
staffers — who obviously 
know his little ways well. 

Although he has spent most 
of his life as a soberly respect- 
able businessman, Lingam 
has an interesting place in 
history. There was a time 
w hen as a very young man he 
bucked the system to become 
a political activist oil the 
fringes of mainstream sorb 
ety. Looking back now. near 
HO years laler, he has no re- 
grets about his cause: Indian 
nationalism, Bui he dues see 
that allying himself with Ja- 
pan imperialism may not 
have been a very good idea. 

lie grew up in Malaya, 
where his southern Indian 
parents had extensive rubber 
and coconut plantations in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. 
When the British left, we had 
three choices: go back to in- 
dia. stay and take Malaysian 
nationality, or stay and keep 
our own nationality. So 1 have 
an Indian passport, but now 
with permanent residency in 
Japan." 

Did t knows he asked, I hat 
Japanese can go virtually 
anywhere in the world with- 
out a visa? I Well no, I didn't 
. . Americans too, maybe, 
he surmised 

After a happy, privileged 
childhood he was sent to high 
school in Japan. ‘Most young- 
sters in my position were 
packed off to the II .K., nr Aus- 
tralia. but for some reason I 
was drawn here, Even though 
1 knew Japan was a building 
block of war, 1 didn’t worry. 
Eve always been like that : un- 
bothered by the shifts of the 
world 1 around me, very inde- 
pendent minded. 1 ' 

Unbeknown to him, a fer- 
vent advocate of Indian na- 
tionalism bad started a move- 
ment in Japan to liberate his 
country from British rule. 
Kashbchri Rose tool to he 
confused with Chandra Knsei 
had left India in disgrace af- 
ter a bomb-lli rowing incident. 
Tli is contra dieted I be Indian 
National Congress 1 pacifist 
policy of non violent resis- 
tance to | he British at that 
time, led by Mohandas flan 
dhi 

"Japan had formed an alii 
a nee with the Indian Indcpcn 
dence League," V.C. ex 
plained. "No one on the rim 


from a British colony could be 
repatriated, under the protec- 
tion of Japanese rightists. By 
ihe time 1 arrived here in 
l IMG, Kashbchri had become a 
Japanese citizen. I was sup- 
posed Id study electrical engi- 
neering at Tokyo University, 
but being attr acted to Bose 
and the league, soon gave up 
any pretense of schooling." 

Except lo his parents, of 
course. He needed that 
monthly allowance to fund his 
volunteer activities, so kept 
its change of purpose ex- 
tremely quiet. 

When the tear started, 
Kashbchri Bose moved his op- 
erations to Bangkok, taking 
Id NL members along fur the 
ride. "1 was JO and passion- 
alely supportive. The main 
idea was create an Indian ar- 
my from Itiuse Gurkhas em 
ployed by the British Army — 
all under control of the Japa- 
nese. of eoursc, Kashbchri 
warded his compatriot Chan- 
dra Bose, who was in Nazi 
Germany* to come and take 
over . W tie n lie a rri v ed , 
brought in by a German sub- 
marine, we moved on to Sin- 
gapore.'* 

Chandra, it seems, had his 
own people. He exhibited lit 
tie interest in I1L members 
from Japan, and certainty not 
the young V.C. "1 was begin- 
ning to have si rung doubts, 
nut about liberating India 
from the British, but about 
the war Singapore was terri- 
ble, and any Japanese who 
claims the Rape of Nanking 
and similar atrocities in 
Southeast Asia didn't happen, 
well, send lliem lo me. I was 
there tin Singapore). 1 wit- 
nessed with my own eyes ' 

By this time Kashbchri had 
been diagnosis with luberru- 
lojiiN. As his condition wors- 
ened and plans were made for 
his return lo Japan, V,C* was 
elected to go on ahead with 
his leader's jicrsonal posses- 
sions — clothing, books and 
records, "H look iwo very 
stressful weeks by ship, dodg- 
ing US. vessels. To be honest. 
I'm lucky lo be here." 

When the Japanese govern- 
ment refused in allow him to 
return to Southeast Asia, he 
got a job working for Radio 
Tokyo. "1 knew things were 
getting really bud, that it was 
only a matter of time before 
Japan lost the war. When the 
Americans arrived, 1 quickly 
hupped front one side to the 
other/’ 

This Lime he opportunely 
got work as an English- Japa- 
nese interpreter, down in Ihe 
warehouses in Stub aura. U 
was the best job* he says, 
"Sudden I v t had no worries 


about where the next meal 
was coming from," May lie he 
sounds callous, he pondered. 
But really, that's I lie way lie 
has always been: without any 
real" worries ... a maverick 
free spirit, just going with the 
flow 

He made any number of 
useful connect ions. Married. 
Started a business to plumb 
mg when labor was cheap. 
Bought a few houses when 
land was incredibly cheap: 
"Nine hundred yen a isubo in 
Aoyama. Imagine!" U tried 

. > ‘ Built one of the first 
properties in the area alter 
the war ended Stocks and 
shares have never interested 
me; land is everything But l 
made one bad mistake: pul 
all my houses in my Japanese 
wife's name." 

After breaking away frmn a 
U.*S association and going out 
on his own, he went bust. "I d 
borruwed heavily without any 
collateral. When I wanted lo 
sell one of the properties to 


pay my dcbils and get back on 
my feci, she refused; it was 
Hits, she said.” Not wanting 
lo sue. he finally got her to 
agree, but had to sign a piece 
of paper saying he would pay 
his first wife back every yen 
at a later date. "WN, that 
was tin? end nl that marriage. 
But we're stilt in touch; 1 hear 
no grudges." 

Silting in the Imperial Hotel 
one duy. lie met a friend from 
his days working Tor i he I -inns 
Chib, the philanthropic orga- 
nization with mots in Chicago 
hut now operating worldwide. 
About to start a business, he 
invited V.C. lo join him. ”t re- 
married and life sell ted rlown. 
Children? Yes, a son from my 
first marriage who lives in 
America. Just Indore his wife 
died of breast cancer, they 
ad opt eil a Korean boy who's 
now 9, They come come here, 
1 go I here, we’re close" 

What preoccupies him 
these days is the tot of Ihe 
Japanese. Despite the pass- 


ing of the years, nothing has 
really changed lor the belter, 
he observes; indeed, in some 
respects things have got 
worse. "Superficially Japan 
appears democratic, looks 
Westernized, but people’s 
thinking has not kept pace. 
Banking Is corrupt, the whole 
system is corrupt. If Ihe gov- 
ernment says white is black, 
l»eopJc will believe it. Why, 
most don’t even trust their 
own shadows/' 

Strong words. And there 
were mtJre from where those 
came from: "Japanese can 
make an atom bomb, but wilt 
drop it between the factory 
and truck, . . * Once I ordered 
bacon, ham and eggs in a res- 
taurant, but the slaff were in 
capable of gelling their minds 
around the fart that Ihe menu 
read ham and eggs' or ‘bacon 
and eggs/ , , . The North Ko- 
rean problem? Overblown. 
Japan could have slopped 
things years ago The govern- 
ment would rather see ihe 
peninsula separated." 

As for oil the fuss about ihe 
anthem and flag , . . every 
country has them* so no big 
deal. "1 believe that 99 per- 
cent of Japanese would rather 
have the U.S. here than see 
them go home " (That alone 
should inspire a few letters to 
the editor over Ihe next few 
days ! J 

He is especially incensed by 
what he regards as the duplic- 
ity of the Japanese language. 

“* ’Shincho/ interpreted as 
‘welcome,’ means 'coloniza- 
tion/ Jietai 1 ? Let’s not play 
games here* it’s an army. But 
l won’t bore you. . . . Why 
don't 1 write a book? Because 
it’s all been said before; 
there’s nothing new to say. 
I've read Karel von Woiferen 
and all the other eggheads 
whu analyze and dissect this 
culture. Really* there’s noth- 
ing 1 can add/' 

Over the last decade he has 
involved himself in social 
work, and at one time handed 
over a building built as a ski 
lodge in Gunmu to Japan 
Helpline for free. But things 
didn't work out and in the end 
he hud it demolished. 

“I read a ltd/’ he said, "I 
come here and read the pa- 
pers, raid the library. Right 
now I’m embarking on a his- 1 
tory of the Indian Raj. like 
many Indians who have never 
Lived in their country, l am 
passionately interested in In- 
dia’s past, present and future. 
But independently ... at long 
distance , * /’ 

In ihe meantime Japan is 
home. As an Asian, V.C. Un- 
gam is far mure comfortable 
here than he could ever be liv- 
ing in, say, the U K . or Ameri- 
ca. As a Hindu, he finds great 
solace in a promise his wire 
has made: to lake his ashes lo 
India and sprinkle l hem on 
the Ganges 


August 17,1999 


Dear H.E. Mr. Siddharth Singh 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Embassy of India in Japan 

RE: Memorial for Subhash Chandra Rose 

(To Secretary: Please translate this message into English and convey it to 
Ambassador.) 

I have been attending the memorial for Chandra Bose held in Renkoji Temple, 
Suginami, every year. I received the invitation for this year’s ceremony from Mr. 
Masao Hayashi and was hoping to attend. But unfortunately, I have been hospitalized 
since early July, and am unable to participate in this year’s memorial. 

I sincerely pray that the spirit of Mr. Bose would rest in peace. I also pray for the 
health and happiness of Ambassador and your Embassy staff. 

Sincerely 

Mr. Morito Naganuma, Chairman 

The Institute for Research in Linguistic Culture 

16-26, Nanpeidai-cho, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150 

Tel: 3463-7261 

Fax:3463-7243 

(Ms. Minako Naganuma, sending the message on behalf of Mr. Naganuma) 






99 08/17 12:23 © 


'/ m (8 


S) 




©01 




mm b : £ fl/7 b (^ ) tx &$ xoft 


It a <f 

4 % 

x-v >' / t - j? * x > PH T 


i» @j & a m is * it w n ffi 

%tit# -& >%- ^ A 

=rl 50 JKftffiffi$gm¥ftHr 16-26 
TEL 03-3463-7261 
TAX 03-3463-7243 


#£:;*/ n'A’ vK 7 ' £‘- A ^ 

( 1 - 


»<«. -g:Jg.ft$: I- 

M l AM ^0 


**«« = 


^HTt-KfU-T **'*.*■ V £-tfZf 


? V*f-. iSL&ir ^ c - 

Pfij ^ f? /£ 9 #> it. ^ T & . <?> JL^- A 

^ ^ 1 WuCf £ Cfa ?K\ ^;c 7 $ jztoj a^. 1, f* ) &>^fiL'f *> X# 

^ *? ( * J ^ ^ r ^ ^Ay v 

A «*> J ^ A. ^ , ^F'P'-^' & ^ ^ *) ' ' Pu L "£ ^ 

C&^tKe o 

^ t . ~f-‘r. ^ 

J ^?e 'fwj*' Rese^f^/i j)» u-is-Lf e 

, A , _ , , \ Cal~t*re 

( /1 /H.^AmujM^ Sett C.O| J 

nH -§:JR 4 -/< 

CM f hMq*t , A? A/v 



MRcT 7 T7[ J| . Ptfap-fl 


Embassy of India, 


. Jaishankar 
'Deputy Chief of Mission 


2-11, Kundan-Minami 2-chome. 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex : 2324880 INDEMB J 
Phone : 0 3 (3 2 6 2)2 3 9 1 
Pax : 0 3 (3 2 3 4)4 8 6 6 
E-Mad iitilombip® gol.com 


Tok/122/1/98 


August 4, 1 999 


Dear Neeta, 

Shri Muchkund Dubey had left behind with Ministor(Consular) an 
article in Asahi Shimbun on Netaji with the request that this be translated 
and sent to him. Our Embassy translator had already done a summary 
translation of this story, which is enclosed herewith. This should meet 
Shri Dubey’s requirement. Kindly pass it on to him. 


Yours sincerely, 



(S. Jaisji^rrkar} 



Smt. Neeta Bhushan, 

Under Secretary(JK) 

East Asia Division, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi. 
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O Jri /\ IN r> K /\ u O S Is 

JFKGJAL JLtltPbKMhNT n Thu LOO leaders in the 2 IsL cunlm y H 

:n Uvj morning on Jo ul A pi i L , 1942, an U Boat oi the 
German Navy appeared in the Indian Ocean in the ul L ahore 

0 L l h e Mad a g a s c a r I. a 1 a n d s . Th & Japan use 5 u bin arLnu, " I y o 11 
had a iso surl jcoU near the U Boat, A rubber boat was 

1 Otttred I r o i ii Lh o boa L u n L h e w a L e r * A s a i J or k u p L 
shuoinqt at sharks cunmu] cross the boat, whi l e Chadra 
Bose f Lite Iv adui ul India's I reedum movement, .-ji> aboard 
the b u a L l i urn the U b o at to tin? J a pa n eso s u dim a r i 1 1 u l o r 
■ jyuije to Singapore. 

i r* the meeting *ith the leaders ul the Axis Powers 
including Mussolini, i! it Lei and To jo, Bose asked tor their 
a s s i SSL a nee Lor" in d i a ’ s n L r u q q I e a q a 1 1 i s L l. h e UK. ft I d u 
nut he.si.Ldt e L o w o r k w i 1 h e v e ri a n e v i i t‘ or t h e p u r p u e o ! 
g dining i n d e pe n d e n c; e o I India, ,T Bose dec X a r ed * 

Bose deci ded to risk his 1 i L e to reach Japan. On art ivirrg 
jokyo, he wasted no Lime to enter into negotiations wj. Lh 
t h e a apdnese leaders. But, Bose had to wait one and half 
month until a meeting with the Japanese Prime Minister was 
real itte-cl* in the meeting with PM JILdeki To jo tn June, 
l LM J , Bose asked tor Japan's support to his plan to set 
u p Lh e provisional Go v e r run en t , u r q t n g the Japanese a r in y t o 
launch joint military operations with the Indian National 
Army to cross Burmese border tc light the i3ijf.iL.Lsh on 
i ndian soil. 

Bose explained L h e details u I h is p J a n to PM To jo saying, 

* X hope Japan will extend lull support Lo the India's 
j ri dependence movement without attaching any condition, i 
a i so h o pe that l h-t? J d pane s e a r m y w ill accelerate 1 1 s m a r ch 
tov/aid India as quickly as possible," Ln reply Lo a 

question about his impression ol PM To jo, Bose said, "Such 
a simple and s Lr a Lgh t forward man like PM Tojyo is not 
suited lor the position as politician in the internet j oria i 
political a run a , 


' o days a l Li.'f U'iw meeting w i Lh PM Tdj q 


B u s e V/ a s p i : e s < t 1 1 L 


at del i butMl i uifi'j i ri the Chamber o l the Impel tal Pdr l lunruil. 
iii order to J i. s ten i to the speech ol PM Tojo , ** Japan wi l L 
o a he 1 1 d e v o i y asti j ; j l. ar u: e L o i n di a ‘ s s X r ug ij i e i r 
iMd^pendurice, baking all necessary measures to expel l ! i o 
Ainer * can and Bill.) sh Lor ce L com l ndi a , ” PM TojD r 


"Now, I 
that it 
mo /omen t 
NMK ! rum 
s L * Mis 


am in Tokyo- The Japanese Government has declared 
w o u t d extend Lull s u p po r L L o t h e t n d e pe n d e f t v e 
of 1 nd i a , " Base said i ri hi s speech broadcast by 
T ok y o on J u n e 2 ) , UK w a s a s t o n i shed t o h 'Mt 

message was ha i led x i th tj real', joy * the Indiana. 


In Oct. v.» b e j , 19 4 3 ; ri Si r i q ^jpore, Ch adra Bo & e d e c I a ; 1 ■ U 

e stab I i. s h me hi. u I the pi'ovi s i o n a \ G o v e r ri m e n t o f K r e e L f * d . a . 
Me ass uni ed l h e p o s L s as i le a d o J: L h u q o v e r nin e n L and S u pi m e 
d omul a n d e r o i l h e India's N a t i o n a I A r rn y . As s o o n a k U w s e 
do c i a r ' e d v> a f on tli w US a n d 1/ K f the J a pa n a s a a * py 

launched the ml! i tar y operation, march i ng toward .Imp ha l - 


h!o lucked so happy when he received letters- J. still 
i eiuombe i: it cl ear \ y , Mr Kazuno r i Kun i suka , 82 , sa id * Me 
v; u i k e d a s an i. n t e r p r e L e i t o Bos e . 1 1 w a s I o und out I t x z r 
liidt those lutters were 1 torn Kmily, a lady he tjot man i ed 
v; Ini c 1 1 e w a s i n A u s i, r i a * 


Asia ended 


v-ith 

Bose 


Jap' 

nod 


i a r:ce . hov/ever f 

I h- 

t h y last L 1. 1] h t 


Gri Auijust lb r Llie war jn 

s u i r e n d e r to l h e allied 
given up his plan to 

f n d ij p end e n c e I in d i a . On A u q u s L 1 B f h r; w a s a i> r » r o n 
bom b c r ol l h e J a p a n e s e a i;my , T h e b o m b e r c r ci s he d , s h o i 

Bose was admit 
\ n l ]"i o o v en i r 1 1 j 


a L tor taking u I L L h e a i r port i ri T a i p o i . 

L o t h u 1 1 o s pi t I. f, o f t r ea t m ^ ; n t but d i e d 
L 1 1 e s a tn e d a y . if i s a s h e s a r e e p L at t he R e ri k o j i L e ru p 
Tok y * 


The 


because many 
a \ i v e . 


1 nd i an 

poop i e 


Government has not taken the an 
in i nd i a believed that Bose was sv 


1 1 s 
no t 
i o r 

t i y 
Led 
u 1 
ui 
bus 
i 1 L 


(Take uchi May 24} 
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‘Did Japan 

By Sarabjit Pandher 

TALLEWaL (Sangror), MAY 30. The re- 

cent decision of the Indian Gov- 
ernment to constitute a 
commission to probe into the fate 
of the legendary freedom fighter , 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, 
has not gone down well with 
some Indians settled abroad, es- 
— specially in Japan and South Asian 
;ountries. They argue emphati- 
cally that the remains of the “Ne- 
taji'' were handed over to the first 
Prime Minister of India, Jawaha- 
ral Nehru, when he visited Japan 
in 1956-57. 

Many of the families of Indian 
origin in Japan, Hong Kong and 
Singapore recall the then newspa- 
pers reporting that the remains of 
"Netaji" were handed over to 
Nehru, by the Japanese author- 
ities. They fear that some vested 
interests in India's ruling class 
have deliberately created confu- 
siotnround the death of "Netaji" 
to deny him a proper place 
among the martyrs of the free- 
dom struggle. They seek to know 
the outcome of the previous ef- 
forts to trace out “Netaji V fate. 

These settlers of Indian origin, 
who claim to have been in contact 

with those who directly interacted 

^^^vvith "Netaji" in Singapore and 
the erstwhile Malaya, argue that 
Subhash Chandra Bose, was high- 
ly respected by the Japanese. 
They argue that the complete de- 
tails of "NetajiV journey from 
Germany till the moment when 
the end came was well document- 
ed with the Japanese military ar- 
chives. Despite this, the accounts 
of "NetajTs" so called disappear- 
ance have been based on the in- 
formation that trickled into India 
through word of mouth. 

A third generation settler of In- 
dian origin, Mr. Gursewa Singh 
DM1 tan, narrates in details about 
the information he personally 


hand over Netaji’s ashes to Nehru? 

h. . 


gathered about "Netaji." Mr. 
Dhillon, whose family hails from 
this remote Punjab village, is now 
a leading businessman and leader 
of the Indian community in Cal- 
gary in Canada. In 1895, his 
grandfather, Sardar Sohan Singh 
and later in 1915, his father $a- 
pooran Singh, left India and trav- 
elled eastwardes to reach Canada, 
They became the first Indian fam- 
ily to establish an Export and Im- 
port business house in Hong 
Kong in 1936 and later a shipping 
company in 1949. 

Mr. Gursewa Singh, who was 
recently, narrated his family's as- 
sociation and his own discoveries 
about "Netaji," whom the japa- 
nese referred to as "Chandra 
Bose." Talking to TTte Hindu , he 
disclosed that his father was ar- 
rested by the British and the en- 
tire property confiscated for being 
the then president of the Hong 
Kong unit of the Indian Inde- 
pendent League, which again was 
Founded by "Netaji." 

Mr. Dhillon, 65 now, vividly re- 
calls that he was among the 100- 
odd families who met the Indian 
Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru 
and his young daughter, Ms. In- 
dira, when they visited Osaka, Ja- 
pan's industrial hub in 1956. He 
recalls the media then carrying 
major news items regarding the 
remains of the "Netaji” being 
handed over to Pt, Nehru. He is 
very sure of even seeing a picture 
in a local English newspaper 
there, "Maintchi," regarding Pt. 
Nehru receiving the um from the 
Japanese authorities. 

Mr. Dhillon recalls that in 1957, 
he met two legendary figures, Col 
Jagat Singh and Major Mihori, 
while he was looking after the 
family's business in Osaka. Both 
had worked together in the Japa- 
nese offensive against the British 
colonies in Asia and in helping 
"Netaji" set up the "AzadHind 


Fauj" better known as the Indian 
National Army {INAJ. Jagat Singh, 
whose family hailed from a village 
near Moga in Punjab, had dealt in 
trade of soap In Bangkok, during 
the second world war. Through 
Gen. Yamashita, who was dread- 
ed as the "Tiger of Malaya," Jagat 
Singh was among the few Indians 
who were inducted Into the Japa- 
nese Army. 

Gen. Mihori, had previously 
spent nine years in India and had 
even mastered Hindi, as part of 
the greater design of another Ja- 
panese Intelligence expert, Gen. 
Fujiwara, who in turn had hogged 
attention after his campaigns in 
1936 in Manchuria in China. Mi- 
hori who carried out espionage 
on Britain's interests in India un- 
der a special cell in the Japanese 
intelligence called the "Hikari 
Kikkan" which meant the "roar- 
ing torch," later became "Neta- 
ji's" main interpreter with the 
Japanese, 

Mr. Dhillon now recalls, how 
"Netaji," through a plan chalked 
out by Gen, Fujiwara was brought 
to south Asia to help the Japanese 
in the world war. Both Mihori and 
Jagat Singh, indulged in propa- 
ganda to win over the Indian and 
Sikh soldiers respectively and rec- 
orded major successes. He says 
that both Jagat Singh and Mihori, 
accepted before him, that the 1NA 
which was formed from deserters 
or prisoners of the war, under the 
command of Gen. Mohan Singh, 
never fought any war with the 
British. The Japanese command- I 
er, Gen. Yamashita only used 
them to convey provisions to the 
soldiers on the front. 

Mr. Dhillon recalls that Col. Ja- 
gat Singh, who had become an 
addict after the war, was brought 
back from Bangkok in a state of 
penury. One day at a bar in Osaka, 
they met another former Japa- 
nese Army Captain, who claimed 


to have last seeH*"Nfefci]i" board a 
plane from Hdiibi. The captain 
narrated that Netaji 11 Was angry 
with Gen, Yamashita ^nd said “I 
have been used and betrayed." 
The Captain told Mr. Dhillon that 
he received the radio message re- 
garding the crash of the plane 
over Formosa. 

While Japan began to suffer 
losses in south Asia, its army be- 
gan withdrawing "Netaji" sought 
arms For the 1NA to take on the 
British. 

For finalising this, he was "al- 
lowed" to travel to Japan and hold 
discussions with the Japanese 
Commander, Gen. ToJo. Along 
with 11 Japanese Army Generals, 
"Netaji" was scheduled to reach 
Japan. Mr, Dhillon later discov- 
ered that while the remains of the 
Japanese army officers were 
handed over to their relatives, 
those of "Netaji," who was cre- 
mated, were preserved "for an 
opportune time," 

Mr. Dhillon said that in 19f V* he 
visited Bangkok as part of an In- 
dustrialists* delegation to Thai- 
land. He again traced out 'Col. 
Jagat Singh, who had settled 
down with a native Thai woman. 
Col. Jagat Singh also gave a ‘simi- 
lar account of "NetajiV 1 death in 
the plane crash. 




2-1 1 , Kundan-Minami 2-chome, 


'*TRcT 7T3T^T[orrR, 


Embassy of India, 


S.Jaishankar 
Minister & DCM 


Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex : 2324086 INDEME3 J 
Phone : 0 3 (3 2 6 2)2 3 9 1 
Fax : 0 3 (3 2 3 4)4 8 6 6 
E-Mail : mdembjp@gol.com 


No.Tok/1 02/2/92 


4 th May, 1999 



Kindly refer to your letter No.D-1530/JS(UN)/99 dated April 21, 
1999 regarding the possibility of Netaji figuring in any list of war 
criminals. What I had indicated during our brief discussion of the subject 
was that the Embassy actually had papers to confirm that Netaji did not 
figure in such a list. I am enclosing a copy of the papers in question, 
culled from our files, for your information. 



Yours sincerely, 



( S.Jaishankar ) 


Shri A.Gopinathan 

Jt.Secretary(UNE), 
MEA, South Block, 
New Delhi. 



end: as above 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
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w Delhi (11) the 27th April, 19 67 




Subject*- Retail Subhash Chandra Bose . 



•r\ 
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S-a^vOt? 



* i 




Dear Mission, 

.V," ..V JT->’ : ^' VV * 

The Ministry of Home Affairs have desired to 

... ■ ' ■ ■ 

have authentic Information as to whether Netaji Subhash 

... ... 

Chandra Bose was "declared a War Criminal or a Prisionor 

- ... ; . i .. 

cf War by United Nations War C rimea Commission. From 
the material available with the Ministry of Defence, as 
also the Historical and L&T Divisions of our Ministry, 
it has not been possible to ascertain the correct position. 

2. This question has arisen out of a letter 
addressed by a certain individual to the Ministry of Heme 

• "> .,tV- - ■■ - . ’ 

Affairs. An extract from the same is reproduced below 

.••v- : VVV , v- • • • 

- - 

for your background information* 

"In this regard it is our considered 
opinion that it would be better if, in the 
first; Ix&tanee'ICa Committee of eminent ' 
Judges and Jurists In: India be appointed 
to go into all the aspects of the judgement 
of the International Court which had 
declared Beta ji as a war criminal in Tdryo 
and submit their opinion to the Government 
for the decision of the Parliament, if this 
judgement shoud be enforced on a sovereign 
state which was not a party to it at tbs 
time, more so when this judgement itself 
had a dissentient note", 

3. We shall be grateful if you could kindly make 
discreet enquiries at year end and let us have whatever 
information you have been able to gather in the matter 
at your earliest convenience. 
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I*,;/ 

■v-/. ! '-■* r - 
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The Embassy of India, 


The Embassy of India, 


$ 

It - 

s 

- / 
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No.37S-F£/67. Dated the 5th May, 1967. 

Dear Ministry, 

Please refer to your letter Ho,UII/151(27 )/67, 
dated the 27th April, 1967. 

2. We have made some preliminary inquiries 'with 

the Japanese Foreign Office and academic circles here 

\ 

who have given a tentative confirmation that iJeta^l 

'N 

Suhhash Chandra Bose was not declared a war criminal. 

Xhe question of his being declared a prisoner of war 
does not arise because he was never captured by the 
allies. He died a little before Japan's surrender. 

Our contacts In the Foreign Office have promised to give 
us definite information on tha query raised by you in 
due course. Please consider tnis as an interim reply. 



< 5 \ 


Your 


|U» ver > 


Ministry of External Affair^ 
Hew Delhi. 
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Embassy of* India in Japan 



J.M. Dixit, 
First Secretary 


To^yo 


Mo. 375-FS/67 


5th May, 1967 



Please refer to your letter Mo. UII/151(27)/67 
dated the 27th April, 1967. 


2. We have made some preliminary inquiries with 
the Japanese Foreign Office aid academic circles here 
who have given a tentative confirmation that Metaji 
Subha s Chandra Bose was not declared a war criminal. 

The question of his being declared a prisoner of war 
does not arise because he was never captured by the 
allies. He died a little before Japan* s surrender. 

Our contacts in the Foreign Office have promised to give 
us definite information on the qupy query raised by 
you in due course. Please consider this as an interim 
reply. 


Yours ever 




Sd/ 


Ministry of External Affairs, 
Mew Delhi 


% 5 * 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


//a 

j/tfy' No. DII/151(27)/67 
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ew Delhi (11) the U. & A.UgUS t , 79 67 




Dear Mission, 

Please ref or^to your letter No, 
375-FS/67 datetKo. 5.67 regarding Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose^deilared as War Criminal. 

A 

We shall be grateful for further 
information promised in, the above quoted 
reference. 


The Embassy of India, 
Tokyo . 



J 

* . 'i 
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The Embassy of India pro senfcs its compliments to the 

' •■‘1 -"■ 4 . r 1 -. , . 1 • 

Ministry of Foreign Affair a of the Government of Japan and has 

' ' , - %■ - y , 

the honour to state that, according to a report, the International 
tribunal for the Far East set cy> after the last War had, in a 
judgement, pronounced the late Mr. dubhash Chandra Bose a War 
Original or a Prisoner of War. The late Mr* dubhash Chandra Bose, 
it nay be recalled, was a leader of the Indian National 
Independence Movement and had also inspired and created the 
Indian National dray during the war in support of the struggle 
for India's independence. According to records available with 
the Government of India, no such reference by the International 

Tribunal to the late Mr. subhash Chandra Bose is traceable. Any 

1 

assistance and inf ormatlon -diht& the Japanese authorities can make 

. " ‘ >\.V/ . 

available, which will help trace any such reference, would be 

[ I ' 4 ; 

greatly appreciated. 

The Embassy of India avails Itself of this opportunity 

I ■ 

to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of 
Japan the assurances of Its highest consideration. 


Ministry of Foreign Affaire, 
Government of Japan, Tokyo. 







(j : ' ■ ■ - . 
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GOVERNMENT of INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


No. 711/ 151 (27)/ 67 
Dear Mission, 




dated 5th May, f967 and our reminders of even number v 



dated 19th August, 1967 and 28th Sept emb er 7 1967 j 
respectively regarding Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 


declared as War Criminal. 

We shall be grateful for an early reply in 
the matter. 

Yours ever 




The Embassy of India, 
T okyo. 


■1 

/ 

s 









, No. 375-FS/67 dated the 5th May, 1967, In which 
he promised to follow fcp Ms communication 



A.R. Deo. 

Deputy Secretary (EA) 


No. 




My dear Jagdish, 




INISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
New Delhi-11 

November 27 , 1967 

v,V 

„WVJ 


Please find enclose a- copy of Mani's letter 




<^\V\ 


on whether Netaji had been declared a prisoner- 
of-war after making enquiries with the Japanese 
Foreign Office. 


2. I shall be grateful if you could kindly 
have it looked into and let me Wiov* 


Kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


Shri J.C. Ajmanl, 
Counsellor, 
Embassy of India, 
•'"N Tokyo 



(A.R. Deo) 





J.C. Armani 
Counsellor 

< 




D*ied the 8th Due saber, 1967 


No 5?^-^/67 


Please refer to your letter No C/5 51/1/ 67/ JP dated the 
27th November 1967. 

Despite our persistent approaches, formal and informal, 
it has not been possible to gat an authoritative reply from the 
Gaisush© regarding the alleged declaration of Netaji Subha s 
Chandra Bose as a prisoner-of-war or a war criminal, Evidently 
the Foreign Office is finding it difficult to trace the reference 
in the old and voluminous documentation of the International 
Tribunal for the Far East. As an enquiry of this nature would 
require painstaking research, it may be some time before we can 
expect a definitive answer. Meanwhile, we shall press the Foreign 
Office again to speed up their efforts, 

> '■ ■' ud" i 

With bast wishes «fe*v4«s*ffds* 

i 



Yours sincerely. 


Sir! A.R, Dee 
Deputy Secretary (SA) 
Mlnistezy of External Affairs 
New Delhi 




( J.C. Ajsuani ) 







NOTE VEBBALE 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of India and, in reply 
to the enquiry made by the latter's Note Verbale, 

No. 534-CDA/67 , dated October 16, 196 '7-* — Concerning 
the late Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose, has the honour 
to state as follows: 

1. As far as the records of the International 
Military Tribunal for the Ear East (including 
indictments, writs of judgement, etc.) are concerned, 
no evidence is found supporting the alleged arrest, 
prosecution or conviction as a "War Criminal" of the 
late Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose by the said Tribunal. 

Nor exists any evidence supporting the pronouncement 
by the Tribunal of the late Mr. Chandra Bose as a 
"Prisoner of War." 

2. According to various information regarding 

the late Mr. Chandra Bose (including that from official 
documents as well as private publications) , Mr. Bose was 


killed 


2 




f 


r*'s 






killed in an aircraft accident on August ]8, 194-5, 
upon his departure from the Taipei Airport, where 
he had stopped on his way from Saigon to Dairen (Talien) 
by a Japanese military aeroplane offered him through 
the good offices of the late General J. Terauchi, 

Supreme Commander of the then Japanese Expeditionary 
Forces, Southern Regions. As it was not until 
September 11, 194-5, that the arrest of General H. To jo 
and other persons was started consequent upon indict- 
ment instituted against them by the Military Tribunal, 
it is inconceivable under the circumstances referred 
to above that Mr. Bose was pronounced as a "War 
Criminal" by the said Tribunal. 


Tokyo, December 20, 1967- 
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J.c, AJnani, 
Counsellor* 


Ho.^i -CP/67* 





December 29, 1967. 


t 1 



My dear 

Please refer to my letter N0.597-CP/67, 
dated the 8th December, 1967* 

2* We have now received a formal reply from the 

Qaimusho stating that records of the International 
Military Sri banal for the Par £ast do£ not contain any 
reference about the declaration of Betaji Sufchas 
Chandra hose as a war criminal or prisoner of war 
by the Tribunal* Copy of the Galmusho* s Note Verbals 
No*13Q/ASW, dated the 20th December, 1967, Is enclosed* 

With kind regards, 


fours sincerely, 

) fUv 

( J.C. Ajmani ) 

Shrl A*h» Deo, / c 

Deputy Secretary (£A>» 

K.I.A., Sew Delhi. 




GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OP external affairs 


No. UII/15K 27) /6 7 





W- 


^ -vr 

'H? 

VV 


Cw 

’flTW^TCTK 

f^r 


New Delhi ( 11 ) the 7th...M.aj?..cll» J9&& > 


Dear Mission, 


SfTA 


V 




Please refer to your letter No.375-PS/67 
dated 5,5.67 and our reminders of even number 
dated 19 .8.67 , 28 . 9.67 , 25.10*6 7 and 8.1.68 / A^f^ > ^ 
regarding declaration of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose i 
as War criminal. 

2. Please expedite a reply. 
















NO : F«l( 55 ) S3/64 * 


19th March, 1969. 


Dear Ministry, 

Please refer to your letter No *UI 1/151(27) 67, 



dated 7th March, 1968, 

2. We had informed the Ministry (E*A* Division) on 

'29 th December, 1967, of the position* A copy of our letter 
No*621*CP/67, dated 29th December, 1967, to Shrl A .R .Deo, 
Deputy Secretary (EA), is enclosed for ready reference. 


* 





fnura ever. 


C_ 

/ 


Ministry of Ecternal Affairs, 
U.N. Division, 

NEW SEMI. 







\'V 


■ '■ 



/ ■i. . 
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T. Cherpoot, 

Under Secretary(J) 



far^Ti 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
New Delhi- 11 


No.C.551/8/70-JP 



>? 




My dear hJ 

We will be grateful if you could collect 

. 

* , 

information on whether there was any list of 
war criminals maintained apart from the list 
which was placed before the international Court 
which held its sittings in Japan. The information 


is required by Netaji Enquiry Commission and 

■ i > « if* 'd!*. if • . 4 . . r , ’ 


we should be grateful if the requisite information 


' > ' 

is sent to Us as soon as possible. 



Shri S.K. Uppal, 
Second Secretary, 
Embassy of India, 




No.SS/70 




No vents er 6, 1970. 


My dear Gherpoot, 




Please refer to your letter No. 055 1/8/70“^ dated the 
27th October, 1970 about the liets of war- arlWiula prepared after the 
Second World War, We have obtained information on the subject from the 
Justice i^lnistry of J apart, There are two lists - called B and 0 lists - 
besides the list (sailed A list) of war criminals that was placed 
before the tribunal of the International Court in Toiyo, The war criminals 
in the B and C lists were mostly tried outside Japan, in the Philippines, 
Singapore etc. The Justice Ministry has the complete B and C lists, 

They are veiy voluminous , Ary specific enquiry flan be referred to the 
Ministry, 


Yours sincerely. 


(S.K. Uppal) 



Shri T, Cherpoot. 


Under S ccretary (J ) 

H inistry of External Affairs, 
Mev; Jpglfa, 



1 


riVHV'h' 



T. Cberpoot, 

Under Secretary(J) 

C .551/8/70-JP 




fafol f«5«M t 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
New Delhi-1 1 


25 November, 1970 



My dear ^ ^ . 

' 1 ' ' ^ > 

Please refer to your letter No.SS/ 70 , dated 6 November, 
1970, wherein you said that the Justice Ministry of 
Japan has got the liste of war criminals including the 
lists 'B 1 a nd *0* . 

In fact what we are interested to find out is whether 
the name of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is included in any of 
these lists. I would therefore be grateful if you 
could find this out and let us know at the earliest. 



Shri S.K. Upp a l, 
Second Secretary, 
Embassy of India, 


• ’ -r. ' . • ' 





A 


December 4, 1970. 


— “ “^er to your letter No.C.55l/8/70-JP dated the 

,0 about vhethcr Netaji's name Is included in any 


'h 




list of war criminals* We have checked it up with the Justice 
Ministry and Netaji*s name is not there in any of the three lists 


V 


the Ministry maintains. 

.r--* V* 

y._- *?y ; 

■’VjVVl , 

yours sincerely, 
(3. K. Uppal) 

Shri T. Cherpoot, 

Under Secretary (J) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

gm-paMi. 



/ 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
/ NEW DELHI 




C-luJlJL S-Oj 0 


A. Gopinathan 
Joint Secretary (UN) 


Tel/Fax 301-3413 


No.D- 1 530/JS(UN)/99 April 2 1 , 1 999 

JjUksZ J ^ > 

You will kindly recall our brief discussion in January 1999, 
when I was in Tokyo, regarding the name of Netaji Bose figuring in 
the list of war criminals maintained by the War Crimes 
Commission. You had indicated at that time that according to 
information available with you, the name of Netaji did figure in the 
list of war criminals. We have just received from PMI New York a 
communication to the effect that a perusal of the archives of the 
Commission had revealed nothing to indicate that Netaji's name 
figures in any of the lists. 


> 2 . In view of the communication from PMI New York, may I 
request you to kindly share with us copies of the documentation 
that you have in Tokyo on the subject, so that we could revert to 
PMI New York and establish the correct position, before reverting 
to PMO. 




'i 


Yours sincerely, 



Dr. S. Jaishankar, 

Deputy Chief of Mission, 
Embassy of India, 

* 'Tokyo. 
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Home Ministry plans probe into Netaji's disappearance 

By Our Special Correspondent 
NEW DELHI, March 25. 

A fresh Commission of Inquiry may be instituted to settle the question of 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose nearly 54 years ago. The 
Union Home Ministry proposes to approach the Union Cabinet shortly 
with a recommendation for setting up yet another judicial enquiry to put 
an end to the controversy. 


Front Page 
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Home 


At a press conference here today, the Union Home Minister, Mr. L, K. 
Advani, said the Home Ministry's proposal to the Cabinet would be based 
on the directions of the Calcutta High Court and a resolution of the West 
Bengal Assembly. 



3o ■ 3 
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"The Commission of Inquiry would be such as would command 
confidence of the people," Mr. Advani said. He said any inquiry panel, if 
set up at this stage, would have to rely on documents and papers rather 
than on direct evidence. Earlier, two probe panels, headed by Mr. Shah 
Nawaz Khan in 1956 and Mr. Justice G. D. Khosla in 1970, had held the 
report of Netaji's death in an aircrash at Taihoku, Formosa on August 18, 
1945 as true. However, both the reports, though accepted by the 
Government, had failed to find universal acceptance. 

Mr. Advani said the then Prime Minister, Moraiji Desai, while replying to 
a question in Lok Sabha, had stated:' the majority report of the first 
Committee and Justice Khosla held the report of the death as true. Since 
then, reasonable doubts have been cast on the correctness of the 
conclusions reached in the two reports and various important 
contradictions in the testimony of witnesses have been noticed... the 
Government finds it difficult to accept that the earlier conclusions are 
decisive. At the same time, the Government feels that no useful purpose 
would be served by having any further inquiry." 


26-03-99 


Later, the question arose of bringing back Netaji’s ashes from a temple in 
Tokyo. In the meanwhile, a writ petition was filed in the Calcutta High 
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Court which sought directions for a fresh enquiry into Netaji's 
disappearance. While disposing of the petition, the High Court directed 
the Government to launch a vigorous enquiry in accordance with law by 
appointing, if necessary, a Commission of Inquiry, as a special case for 
the purpose of putting an end to the controversy. 

Mr. Advani said the High Court gave five specific directions in April last 
which would virtually guide the framing of terms of reference for the 
proposed probe panel. 

These are: whether Netaji is dead or alive; if he is dead whether he died 
in the plane crash as alleged; whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are 
ashes of Netaji; whether he died in any other manner at any other place 
and, if so, when and how; if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

The Home Ministry convened a meeting today to take stock of the 
situation arising out of the High Court’s verdict which was presided over 
by Mr. Advani and attended by associates of Netaji and erstwhile 
members of the Indian National Army. These included Col. G. S. Dhillon, 
Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, Mr. Justice (Retd) R. S. Narnia and Mr. D. B. 
Kalamankar. Col. Laxmi Sehgal sent her written comments. 

The Attorney-General, Mr. Soli Sorabjee, the Principal Secretary to the 
Prime Minister, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, the Foreign Secretary, the Home 
Secretary, the Defence Secretary and the Education Secretary were also 
present at the meeting. 

Mr. Advani said consensus during the discussions was that to settle the 
question of Netaji’s disappearance a fresh judicial enquiry may be 
instituted and it was left to the Government to take a decision. He said 
his Ministry would prepare a note and place it before the Union Cabinet 
soon. 
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Fresh probe into Netaji ‘death’ 

New Delhi, March 25 (HT Correspondent) 

A FRESH judicial inquiry is to be instituted into the disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 

The proposed inquiry commission, stated to probe afresh the reported death of 
Netaji in an aircrash atTaihoku (Formosa) on Aug 18, 1945, will be third of its kind 
to unravel the continuing mystery over the issue. 
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Announcing the Government's intention on this count, Home Minister L. K. Advani 
said at a crowded press conference here today that the inquiry commission will be 
set up soon after his Ministry’s proposal in this regard gets a clearance from the 
Union Cabinet. 

Mr Advani also set at rest the controversy regarding Netaji’s name being included 
in the list of war criminals saying that as per information furnished by the United 
Kingdom Government, his name did not figure in the list. 

The terms of the proposed commission are likely to be on the lines of the 
directions issued by the Calcutta High Court in response to a litigation over the 
issue earlier last year. 
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These include (a) whether Netaji is dead or alive (b) if he is dead whether he died 
in the plane crash, as alleged (c) whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are 
ashes of Netaji (d) whether he has died in any other manner at any other place 
and, if so, when and how (e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 


The Home Ministry’s decision to refer the continuing controversy regarding the 
disappearance of Netaji to a judicial probe was preceded by high-level meeting 
chaired by Mr Advani at his office here this morning. 


The meeting was attended among others by Col G S Dhillon, Dr Sisir Kumar 
Bose, Justice (Retd) R S Narula, Mr D B Kalamankar, Principal Secretary to the 
Prime Minister Brajesh Mishra, Secretaries in the Ministries of Home, External 
Affairs and Defence, Attorney General Soli Sorabji and other senior Government 
officials. 
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: OANA : 

TRIPURA ASSEMBLY WANTS FRESH PROBE ON NETAJI 

AGARTALA, MAR 25 <PTi:i THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF 
INDIA’S FAR EASTERN STATE OF TRIPURA HAS UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED A 
MOTION DEMANDING CONSTITUTION OF A FRESH INQUIRY COMMISSION TO 
UNRAVEL THE* ' MYSTE R Y BEHIND THE DISAPPEARANCE OF GREAT FREEDOM 
FIGHTER NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE. 

THE MOTION, RAISED BY COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA CCPI-M) 
LEGISLATOR SUDHAN DAS ON WEDNESDAY, SAID THE REPORTED DEATH 
OF NETAJI IN A PLANE CRASH HAD NOT BEEN PROVED BEYOND DOUBT 
AND THE REPORT OF TWO INQUIRY COMMISSIONS SET UP BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA HAD FAILED TO CONVINCE THE PEOPLE AND 
SCHOLARS OF THE COUNTRY. 

THE MOTION WOULD BE SENT TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SOON 
ALSO DEMANDING THEM TO MAKE NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR MAKING 
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FB TO LAUNCH NETAJI CHETNA YATRA ON MAR 7 

GUWAHAT I , MAR 5 <PTI) A LEFT PARTY IN INDIA PLANS TO 
MOBILISE PEOPLE BY ORGANISING A MARCH TO PRESS UNRAVELLING THE 
MYSTERY OF DISAPPEARANCE OF NATIONALIST SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE. 

FORWARD BLOC WILL LAUNCH A NETAJI CHETANA YATRA (MASS 
AWARENESS MARCH) ON MARCH SEVEN FROM MO I RANG DISTRICT OF 
NORTHEASTERN STATE OF MANIPUR, WHERE INDEPENDENT INDIA’S FIRST 
FLAG WAS HOISTED, FOR MOBILISING PUBLIC OPINION AGAINST THE 
INDIAN GOVERNMENT’S RELUCTANCE TO UNRAVEL THE MYSTERY OF 
NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE’S DISAPPEARANCE. 

THE CAMPAIGN IS ALSO AIMED AT GENERATING AWARENESS ABOUT 
THE IDEOLOGY OF NETAJI, WEST BENGAL AGRICULTURE MINISTER NAREN 
DEY TOLD REPORTERS HERE ON FRIDAY. 

THE YATRA ORIGINATING FROM CUTTACK, KANYAKUMARI, MUMBAI 
AND JAMMU, BESIDES MO I RANG, DEY SAID, ADDING IT WOULD TRAVERSE 
1600-KM ACROSS THE COUNTRY. 

THE YATRA WILL CULMINATE IN A RALLY IN DELHI ON MARCH 23, 
THE DAY FREEDOM MOVEMENT MARTYR BHAGAT SINGH WAS HANGED TO 
DEATH, HE SAID. 

THE CAMPAIGN, IN WHICH INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY < INA) MEMBERS 
ARE ALSO TO PARTICIPATE, WILL DEMAND AN INDEPENDENT ENQUIRY 
INTO NETAJI’ S DISAPPEARANCE AND CALL FOR SOCIALIST 
RECONSTRUCTION OF THE COUNTRY, AS ADVOCATED BY NETAJI. 

REGRETTTING THAT SUCCESSIVE FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS HAVE 
FAILED TO UNVEIL THE MYSTERY OF BOSE’S DISAPPEARANCE, DEY 
DEMANDED THAT INA FILES KEPT SEALED IN THE DEFENCE DEPARTMENT 
BE OPENED TO SCHOLARS AND RESEARCHERS. PTI ESB AHNPTI 
03051630 R 
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Telegram 



To 


Foreign New Delhi 


<dT" x>^\ <1? (q? 

2-c* j-<n 


CCB No. 28 


No. 03 


DTG FEB 241130 
DTT FEB 241210 
YEAR 1999 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


JS(CNV) from Ambassador. 


Refer your CCB telegram No. 1526 of 19 February 1999. 

A contribution of Yen l,000,000(equivalent to Rs. 377,929 
@ Re. 1= 2.646 Yen) was made vide voucher No. 18 of 2/99 to 
Renkoji Temple for safe keeping of NETAJI ' s ashes. Formal 
sanction may be sent accordingly. 
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Britain ‘exonerates’ Netaji 

New Delhi, February 21 (Jay Ratna) 

Residual doubts whether the name of Subhas Chandra Bose figured in the British 
Government’s list of war criminals were set at rest with an emphatic 'no’ last week. 

The British Government’s communication was received at the Foreign Office here, 
setting at rest the controversy that has raged for more than 50 years. The British 
clarification follows a Union Home Ministry request to the Ministry of External 
Affairs to seek information from the British Government on the question following 
the Orissa High Court's directions. A division bench of the High Court headed by 
Chief Justice S N Phukan had directed the Centre in October last to initiate action 
in order to get Netaji’s name deleted from the list of war criminals. Similar 
directions had also been issued by the Calcutta High Court. The Orissa High 
Court directions followed a PIL filed by former MP and ex-general secretary of the 
Congress Shyam Sunder Mohapatra seeking court's intervention to persuade the 
Indian Government to seeking clarification. 
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The issue roused considerable emotion in India which ranks Netaji as a frontline 
leader of the freedom struggle. The petition had also appealed that a writ of 
mandamus be issued, calling upon the Centre to make a written declaration 
regarding the mysterious disappearance and subsequent death of Netaji, 
allegedly in an aircrash in Japan. Home Ministry sources confirmed that it had 
received the British communication from the MEA earlier this month, indicating 
categorically that Netaji’s name did not figure in the list of war criminals. 

Sources maintained that even as setting up of a new commission of inquiry to 
further probe into the disappearance of Netaji was ruled out, the Government may 
appoint a committee senior officers to clear the confusion over the issue. “The 
committee may base their findings on the conclusions drawn by two inquiry 
commissions headed by Shah Nawaz Khan and Justice G D Khosla that 
concluded that Netaji died on August 19,1945 in an aircrash at Taihuko airport,' 1 
sources said. 
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Telegram 

From: Foreign New Delhi 
To : Indembassy Tokyo 



MOST IMMEDIATE 



CCB No. 40 


DTG FEB 191100 
DTK FEB 192200 
YEAR 1999 


No. 1526 


Ambassador from JS(CNV) 

Reference our CCB telegram No, 8358 dated 21.10.98. 

2. Kindly intimate exact expenditure incurred in Indian Rupees 
on payment to Renkoji Temple for safe keeping of NETAJI T s ashes* 
to enable us issue formal sanction. 


Ambassador 
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: OANA : 

NEWLY-DESIGNED NETAJI MUSEUM OPENS ON SATURDAY 

CALCUTTA, JAN 23 CPTI) THE CAP AND BOOTS WORN BY NETAJI 
SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE AS SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE INDIAN 
NATIONAL ARMY AND RARE PICTURES TAKEN DURING WORLD WAR II ARE 
AMONG THE SEVERAL PERSONAL EFFECTS ON DISPLAY AT THE 
NEWLY-DESIGNED NETAJI MUSEUM OPENING HERE ON SATURDAY ON THE 
NETAJI ’S 102ND BIRTHDAY. 

THE JAPANESE AMBASSADOR IN INDIA HIROSHI HIRABAYASHI 
FORMALLY INAUGURATED THE NEW MUSEUM HOUSED IN THE NETAJI 
BHAVAN WHERE HIS LIFE HAS BEEN DEPICTED THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHS, 
VIDEO CLIPS AND INTERESTING RELICS COLLECTED FROM GERMANY, 
JAPAN, SINGAPORE AND MYANMAR. 

NETAJI’ S NEPHEW SISIR BOSE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE 
NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU, SAID VIDEO CLIPS CONTAINING 
RE-ENACTMENT OF NETAJI ’S GREAT ESCAPE FROM HIS ELGIN ROAD 
RESIDENCE, RARE DOCUMENTARIES DURING THE WAR, BESIDES THE 
UNIFORM USED BY HIM AS GOC DURING CONGRESS SESSION IN 1928 
COULD BE SEEN BY VISITORS. PTI PB AHN ABYPTI 
01231010 R 
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HOUSE WHERE NETAJI WHS BORN IN DANGER OF COLLAPSE 


CUTTACK, ORISSA, JAN 23 <PTI> THE TWO-STOREYED HOUSE IN 
THE HEART OF THIS EASTERN INDIAN CITY, WHERE NETAJI SUBASH 
CHANDRA BOSE WAS BORN A CENTURY AGO, TODAY STANDS AS A 
MONUMENT OF NEGLECT AS THE COUNTRY OBSERVES THE LEGENDARY 
LEADER’S 102ND BIRTH ANNIVERSARY ON SATURDAY. 

WHILE CELEBRATING NETAJI ’S BIRTH CENTENARY TWO YEARS AGO, 
THE ORISSA STATE GOVERNMENT HAD ANNOUNCED THAT THE BUILDING, 
KNOWN AS JANAKINATH BHAVAN, IN THE CROWDED ORIYA BAZAR AREA, 
WOULD BE CONVERTED INTO A NATIONAL MEMORIAL. THE PLAN STILL 
REMAINS ON PAPER. 

THE HOUSE, WHERE NETAJI SPENT HIS CHILDHOOD, HAS BECOME 
AN UNSAFE STRUCTURE AND MIGHT COLLAPSE IF NO ATTENTION IS 
PAID, ACCORDING TO SRIKANTA PANDA, WORKING PRESIDENT OF THE 
NETAJI SEVASADAN TRUST BOARD, OF WHICH THE CHIEF MINISTER IS 
THE CHAIRMAN. 

ABOUT TWO MONTHS AGO, A PORTION OF THE FIRST FLOOR HAD 
COLLAPSED, PANDA SAID. 

THE TRUST BOARD HAS BEEN MANAGING THE PROPERTY WHILE 
RUNNING A SMALL 25-BED CHARITABLE MATERNITY HOSPITAL AND A 
FAMILY WELFARE CENTRE. IT WAS HANDED OVER TO THE BOARD’S 
FOUNDER PRESIDENT AND THEN CHIEF MINISTER HAREKRUSHNA MAHATAB 
BY NETAJI’ S AUNT BIBHABATI BOSE IN MARCH 1954. PTI COR PKD AHN 
ABYPTI 
01230926 R 
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AIF8 TO CAMPAIGN FDR RELEASE OF ALL INFO ON ’ NETAJI T S C BOSE 

NEW DELHI, JAN 22 (PTI) ALL INDIA FORWARD BLOC ( AIFB) 

WILL LAUNCH A NATIONWIDE CAMPAIGN FROM JANUARY 23 TO PRESS THE 
GOVERNMENT FOR RELEASE OF ALL INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS 
RELATING TO THE DISAPPEARANCE DF SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE AND 
TO APPOINT A HIGH-LEVEL COMMITTEE, TO PROBE THE MATTER. 

THE TWO-MONTH CAMPAIGN PROPAGATING IDEALS OF THE LEADER 
WILL BEGIN ON NETAJI JAYANTI <BI RTHDAY OF NETAJI I JANUARY 23 
AND END ON MARCH 23, WHICH IS THE MARTYRDOM DAY OF ANOTHER 
FREEDOM-FIGHTER BHAGAT SINGH, G DEVARAJAN, SECRETARY OF THE 
PARTY FOUNDED BY BOSE, TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE ON THURSDAY. 

THE PARTY WILL ALSO DEMAND THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
MAKE FORMAL REQUESTS TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF U. K. , U. S. , JAPAN, 
RUSSIA, VIETNAM AND OTHERS FOR MAKING AVAILABLE WHATEVER 
INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS THEY MIGHT POSSESS ON BOSE. 

DEVARAJAN SAID THE DEFENCE MINISTRY HAD AROUND 9,000 
FILES OF THE * AZAD HIND FAUJ’ , WHICH MAY UNRAVEL SOME VITAL 
CLUES AS TO WHAT HAPPENED TO ITS FOUNDER LEADER. 

HE SAID THE ENQUIRY COMMISSION SHOULD BE GIVEN 
PLENIPOTENTIARY PDWERS TO EXAMINE ALL INFORMATION IN A 
THOROUGHLY IMPARTIAL AND OBJECTIVE MANNER TO ARRIVE AT SOME 
DEFINITE CONCLUSIONS REGARDING WHAT HAPPENED TO NETAJI. 

CONVENTIONS ON RELEVANCE OF HIS IDEALS, PHOTO 
EXHIBITIONS, VIDEO SHOWS AND OTHER MASS AWARENESS PROGRAMMES 
WILL BE ORGANISED AND A PROCESSION FROM FIVE CORNERS OF THE 
COUNTRY WITH THE SLOGAN CHALO DELHI (MARCH FORWARD TO DELHI) 
WILL CULMINATE HERE ON MARCH 22. 

THE CAMPAIGN WILL ALSO HIGHLIGHT THE DISMAL PERFORMANCE 
OF THE BJP-LED GOVERNMENT, DEVARAJAN SAID. PTI AS ABY MKPTI 
01220925 R 
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GOVT ASKED TO REMOVE NETAJI’ S NOME FROM WAR CRIMINAL LIST 

CUTTACK, OCT 24 IPTI) AN INDIAN COURT COURT HAS ASKED 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO TAKE STEPS TO REMOVE THE NAME OF THE 
^ GREAT NATIONAL LEADER NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE FROM THE 
LIST OF WAR CRIMINALS. 

IT WILL BE APPROPRIATE IF STEPS ARE TAKEN IN THIS 
REGARD, A DIVISION BENCH COMPRISING CHIEF JUSTICE S N PHUKAN 
AND JUSTICE ARIJIT PASAYAT OF THE ORISSA HIGH COURT SAID WHILE 
HEARING A WRIT PETITION BY FORMER ALL 'INDIA CONGRESS COMMITEE 
(A ICC) GENERAL SECRETARY SHYAM SUNDAR MOHAPATRA. 

AT THE END OF WORLD WAR-II, THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAD 
PUT NETAJI’ S NAME IN THE LIST OF WAR CRIMINALS. 

THE PETITION SAID THOUGH 50 YEARS HAD PASSED SINCE 
INDEPENDENCE, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAD AT NO POINT OF TIME 
REQUESTED THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO DELETE THE WORDS WAR 
CRIMINAL AGAINST THE NAME OF THE GREAT FREEDOM FIGHTER, WHOSE 
DEATH IN THE MID 40S’ REMAINS UNCONFIRMED AND THE CAUSE OF 
WHICH IS STILL SHROUDED IN MYSTERY. 

^ MOHAPATRA PLEADED THE COURT IN THE EASTERN STATE OF 

ORISSA TO DIRECT THE GOVERNMENT TO PRODUCE ALL DOCUMENTS 
RELATING TO THE CAUSE OF DEATH OF NETAJI AND TO NOTIFY THE 
SAME BEFORE THE PEOPLE. 

HIS PETITION, BASED ON A NEWS ITEM, ALLEGED THAT THE 
INDIAN GOVERNMENT HAD NOT MADE ANY ATTEMPT TO STUDY SEVERAL 
EXISTING DOCUMENTS TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT NETAJI’ S DEATH. PTI 
COR UNP LI5PTI 
10241434 R 
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AMBASSADOR 



i n 

UHtT TT TF^HIU, Ztf^Tt 

Embassy of India 
2-1 1, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 

Phone: (03) 3265-5036 
Fax : (03) 3262-2301 

21 October, 1998 


Dear Mr. Hayashi, 


A On the anniversary of Azad Hind Day, I would like to 

convey to you and all the other associates of Netaji my best wishes 
for continuing success in your activities. We remember with 
gratitude the efforts you all made jointly with the great son of India 
who made the supreme sacrifice in his untiring struggle to free 
India. 

I look forward to meeting you in the near future. 



Mr. Masao Hayashi, 
3000, Noborito 
Tama ku, 

Kawasaki 501-06 
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AMBASSADOR 



c\ ' 

Embassy oflndia 
2 - 11 , ICudan-Minami 2 -chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 

Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
Fa* : (03) 3262-2301 

21 October, 1998 


Dear Mr. Okuda, 

On the anniversary of Azad Hind Day, I would like to convey 
to you and all the other associates of Netaji my best wishes for 
continuing success in your activities. We remember with gratitude 
the efforts you all made jointly with the great son of India who 
made the supreme sacrifice in his untiring struggle to free India. 

I look forward to meeting you in the near future. 







Mr. Shigemoto Okuda, 
Saudi Arabian Airlines 
Sanshin Building, IF, 1-4-1, 
Yurakucho, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo 100 


Yours sincerely. 


(Siddharth Singh) 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 




No.C/4 1 5/3/96- JP 


September 25, 1998. 


Dear Shri Jaishankar, 

Reference your letter No. TOK/ 102/2/92 dated September 16, 
1998 regarding the return of ashes of Netaji. 



2. Ms. Anita Pfaff, Netaji’ s daugther, told newsmen, while on a 
visit to New Delhi in January, 1998, that the ashes of Netaji should be 
brought to India for an appropriate memorial. Other than that, we are 
not aware of any new developments in this regard. 


3. We shall keep you informed in case there is any fresh move 
- / ■# to expedite this matter. 






€ - 1 ° 



Dr. S. Jaishankar, 
Minister & DCM, 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Preeti Saran) 



i from 


.--boon townd." ' ji,iMWBil<Jbc“imnK 

‘ ‘ Some ot tjw. ourial oH/diJ Soax- dtenbadc.hbufcl;: 

\etfeoU mm might. -ihf&fr} tofh * 1 ; '"MrBwe , i*idM*' 

’ *"-2 light on *lie iMue have ju«t been' requested when he * 
fS, ■ ntea^ed by the govunubeatt of the Ot the opposition to help ipielting 
-2' U.K. idil Rusala, itqoted. . ■ . . up a utioonl eoouitiuce jio probe 

doL A *> 8 wnghYcf electing ofhtswe ■ tto quoiian of dttWffear* 

.rZV, which rwiously eheMeagethe elf. • any. . v-i AW#-:- 

Onuh iterfy is compelling," die lot-,, .Ihekne/iUffedMr Vajpijicc to 

.ter laid. >■ onnoettut an-nkyu^ttocumenu 
the ipolceuatB ot the group ,to the outody otHfe'eheeriuneat 

which “WKC. the - mtwe; IwVl to life ‘diuppearioe^S 




jpejtfioce of Nptiji 
HUPffeiolMi. 
eat his the "moral 
to. bring..out=.tfee 


iVcp ioid'ih t 


already 


0d ' *5/.J 


iu f rmflHfu lruaUttsu t / * 

W £ ft&CAU 


7 /o: fife 


fx * A 


St 


SffX 


f*' iW| 

Sftfcujd 


f/*/ j ft 


..' T*'*e : s 0£-'X*P2./> 


fit CAtyi.j 

.* *tj 


i'±?. 


■ v*. ■; . FSy. 


1998-09-08 16=18 


79% 


|va’ 

Vi 


P.01 


ert 


o 


£J5/U! 


V-A. 


,L /l* J- 


TO 1 


FROM^T^XIr 7I3K*> 


98-09-08-16:05 P01 


T 98 09/08 TIE. ,15:36 FAX. 03 3585 6218 TCI 


® 001/00 1 





S.Jaishanka 
Minister & ] 



2-1 1 , Kundan-Minami 2-chome. 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : 0 3 13 2 6 2)2 3 9 1 
Fax : 0 3 (3 2 3 4)4 8 6 6 
E-Mail : mdembjp@gol.com 


'■qXTcT TTSFJfn^TTB, ^FPTt 


Embassy of India, 


No.Tok/1 02/2/92 


September 16, 1998 


Dear Shri Rangachari, 

Kindly refer to your letter No.C/41 5/8/96- JP dated 21 st August, 
1998 regarding the return of the ashes of Netaji. 


In his letter of even number dated 19 lh August, Ambassador had 


enquired about the current thinking of Netaji’s family. In so far as we 
have been able to piece together from our files there appears to be a 
considerable variance in the approach of different members of the family 
on this issue. Mr.Ashish Ray, a grandson of Netaji’s brother, has in a 
letter to Principal Secretary to PM referred to the possibility of X-raying 
the urn to see if Netaji’s gold tooth, which could be there, tallies with his 
dental record. On the other hand, Sh.A.N.Bose, nephew of Netaji has 
taken the position that the ashes at Renkoji are clearlyTiot those of Netaji. 
Certain members of Netaji’s family such as Smt.Bhakti Bose (sister-in- 
law) have gone to Renkoji temple, implicitly accepting that these are 
indeed his ashes. The views expressed by Netaji’s daughter, Mrs.Anita 
Pfaff, on the subject are not very clear from our records^" 

Since the Government has taken the position that the views of 
Netaji’s family are pertinent to the return of his ashes, we would 
appreciate being kept informed on any new developments in that regard. 


Yours sincerely, 



Shri T.C.A.Rangachari, 
Jt.Secretary(EA), 

MEA, New Delhi. 


( S.Jaishankar ) 



Summer 1996 



Dear H.E. Mr.Siddharth Sing’ll 


18 August is the anniversary of Netaji’s death. 

Although Indian government had recognized the contribution of Netaji and 
erected a bronze statue in the Parliament the year before last and had the 
50th anniversary of independence commemorative work magnificently last 
year, return of Netaji’s remains has been obscured because of complex 
circumstances of India. 

Wfe are planning to hold a private memorial service for Netaji this year as 
usual. We would be grateful if we could have your attendance. 



Date : 18 August 1998 (Tue) 

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Place : Renko - ji temple 

3-20, Wada, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 
Tel:03- 3311 -7832 


Masao Hayashi, 

Head clerk 

Subhas Chandra Bose Academy 

3000, Noborito, Tama-ku, Kawasaki -shi 

Tel:044 - 900 - 0103 
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5th August, 1998 


H. E. Siddarth Singh , 

Indian Ambassador to Japan 
Embassy of India Tokyo 

Copy: Dr. S. Jai shankar 

Deputy Chief of Mission 
of India 

Embassy of India Tokyo 

Mr . Amar Bhushan 
Minister 

Embassy of India Tokyo 
Dear Excellency: 

It is rather a long time since I last had the occasion to see 
you, and there are so many movements anywhere in the world 
meanwhile. It is my sincere pleasure to expect that Your 
Excellency would be in the best of health and be active in 
the important duties. 

Now, Dr. Sisir Bose sent me a letter and photographs concerning 
two happy affairs generated between Japan and Netaji Bhawan 
recently. I herewith send the copy of these to you as I would 
like to share my great happiness with Your Excellency and the 
members in Embassy of India Tokyo who are close to me. 

I am now recalling Netaji Bose Centenary Inaugural Convention 
held in Calcutta the year before last, January 1996 with deep 
emotion. In that convention, my old comrade of battlefield, 
a famous regimental commander of INA who fought shoulder to 
shoulder with us in the very severe battlefield in Indo-Burma 
front under the command of Supreme Commander Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose for the independence of Indian sub-continent from 
the Great Britain from 1944 to 1945 who now resides in Pakistan, 
and many other personnel who became famous in Pakistan after 
the war attended that convention. 

The comrades of battlefield who visited and attended the 
convention from Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, or those who 
live in India talked each other taking hands and holding 
shoulders each other being unaware of the time passed because 
of the joy and fondly-remembered emotion of the reunion as if 
they completely forgot that the old comrades of the battlefield 
now had different nationalities respectively because of the 
border which influential persons at that time decided and that 
they are now in the relationship even to start another war. 



Cont 1 d/2 . . . 


The common concept in our mind at that time was that the 
situation would be a little bit different from the present one 
in which the fellow countrymen hate and fight each other if 
Netaji still lives up until now. 

I well understand the thought and assertion of India concerning 
the problem that India is now in a difficult standpoint becoming 
the target of the international criticism at present which makes 
my heart pained. 

We, INA-related members gather on 18th August at Renkoji Temple 
as every year, and hold a small ceremony of memorial service 
for Netaji Chandra Bose from 1:00 p.nt. 

I sincerely pray Buddha for prosperity and infinite development 
of the great nation India, and happiness of more than 900 million 
of the Indian people every day. 


Most sincerely yours, 



Shigemoto Okuda 
Old Comrade of 
Indian National Army 


ym 

end 
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NE'iAJI RESEARCH BUREAU 

AN INSTITUTE OF HISTORY, POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

NETAJI BHAWAN 

38/2, LALA LAJPAT RAI ROAD • CALCUTTA-700 020 


Telephone : 475-6139 
Fax : 91-33-4745070 
Grams ; Suvasbos 
Calcutta 




Mr . Shigemoto Okuda 

2-21-25 Nishi-Azabu 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 106 

Japan 


May 11, 1998 


Dear Mr .Okuda , 

I hope you are keeping well. 

On the 28th April last the Japanese Consul General 
in Calcutta Mr.Noboru Kawagishi presented to us on 
behalf of the Government of Japan a table-top model of 
the Japanese submarine 1-29 on which Netaji travelled 
across the Indian ocean during his historic submarine 
journey from Germany to East Asia. 28th April was 
also the 55th anniversary of the transfer of Netaji and 
Abid Hasan from the German to the Japanese submarine. 

We have placed the model in the newly designed Asia Room 
of Netaji Museum. I am enclosing herewith two photographs 
of the presentation ceremony. 
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NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU 

AN INSTITUTE OF HISTORY, POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

NETAJI BHAWAN 

38/2, LALA LA J PAT RAI ROAD • CALCUTTA-700 020 


Telephone : 475-6139 
Fax : 91-33-4745070 
Grams : Suvasbos 
Calcutta 
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Top : Arrival and reception at Sabang, Sumatra, May 1943 Bottom : With the entire crew of the Japanese submartne 
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Top ; The radio telegram 
sent to Berlin from the German submarine 
confirming the successful transfer 
Bottom : With the crew of the Japanese 
submarine before landing 
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Top : With Werner Musenberg, Captain of the submarine in which he travelled to the East Bottom : With Abid Hasan on the submarine 
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Front page of a composite publicity pamphlet 
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Provisional Azad Hind Government 
Declares War On Britain And U.S.A. 
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Top : From page of Syonan Sinbun of 24th October 1943 Netaji receives a garland Bottom : The cabinet of the Provisional Government 
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Top : With Asian leaders at the steps of Japanese Parliament Bottom ; A group photograph with Indians in Tokyo 
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Top : Indo-Japanese forces rejoice on capturing a strategic position Bottom : The J<N.A. continues to advance 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 
TOKYO 


m 

( i l r* 




Ambassador had desired to know the position taken by Netaji’s 
family in respect of his ashes which are at Renkoji Temple. 

I have gone through our files on the subject. ^There appears to be a 
considerable variance in the approach of different members of the family 
on this issue. Mr.Ashish Ray, a grandson of Netaji’s brother, has in a 
letter to Principal Secretary to PM referred to the possibility of X-raying 
the urn to see if Netaji’s gold tooth, which could be there, tallies with his 
dental record. On the other hand, Sh.A.N.Bose, nephew of Netaji has 
taken the position that the ashes at Renkoji are clearly not those of Netaji. 
Certain members of Netaji’s family such as Smt.Bhakti Bose (sister-in- 
law) have gone to Renkoji temple, implicitly accepting that these are 
indeed his ashes. The views expressed by Netaji’s daughter, Mrs. Anita 
Pfaff, on the subject are not very clear from our records. * 

The Narasimha Rao Government took the position that given the 
opposition of some members of the family to the return of Netaji’s ashes, 
GOI awaits a formal communication from them indicating a change of 
stance. We have on our records at 1991 CCPA discussion on this 
subject. The correspondence pertaining to the 1995 discussion on the 
matter is incomplete. 

May kindly see. 


m 
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Dy.Chief of Mission 



Amba; 




, T.C.A. Rangachari 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 
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No - c l*f'5 1 Zj*iQ- zp 


21 August 1998 


Dear Ambassador, 
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Please refer to your letter No. Tok/1 02/2/92 dated 1998. There was some 
consideration given to the return of the ashes of Netaji during the birth centenary 
year in 1996 which, for various reasons, did not work out. I am not aware that 
there has been any new development in recent months. 

2. You might have seen recent reports of demands for yet another enquiry 
into Netaji’ s death. Government have not accepted these demands. 

3. I do hope that there would be some progress on this issue in the near future 
though there are not many indications to that effect just yet. 

k 


Yours sincerely, 




-is 

( 


Shri Siddarth Singh, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo. 



(T.C.A. /Rangachari) 
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AMBASSADOR 






Embassy of India 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyodadcu, TOKYO 102 

Phone: (03) 3265-5036 
Fax : (03) 3262-2301 



20 August 1998 


Dear Mr. Okuda, 


Thank you for your kind letter of 19th August. Once again, I wish 
to express my gratitude for your invitation to attend the memorial 
ceremony at Renkoji Temple on 18th August. I was happy to meet a 
group of people who had personal association or high regard for Netaji. 
In remembering a great son of India, they also honoured my country. 
This is highly appreciated. 

Thank you for the photographs. They will serve as a reminder of 
the occasion. 


Mr. Shigemoto Okuda 
Saudi Arabian Airlines 
Sanshin Bldg., IF, 1-4-1, 
Yurakucho, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo 100 Japan. 

Tel. 171 * 


C. 



Yours sincerely. 





(Siddharth Singh) 
(j/( . 

\ 

\ 
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1 9th August, 1 998 


H.E. Siddarth Singh 
Indian Ambassador to Japan 
Embassy of India Tokyo 
2-11 , Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0074 

Dear Excellency: 

Please accept my sincere gratitude for Your Excellency who are 
extremely busy to attend the small ceremony of memorial service 
for Netaj i Chandra Bose which we held at Renkoji Temple 
yesterday. 

Although our members, old comrades of battlefield have reduced 
to about ten this year including Mr. Negishi of 94 years old 
attended there by wheelchair whom I introduced to Your 
Excellency, about 40 general admirers who memorize that 18th 
August is the anniversary of Netaji's death visited Renkoji 
Temple and all of them were deeply moved by Your Excellency's 
warmhearted speech. 

Especially, Mr. Negishi whose physical condition does not usually 
allow him to go out stated in tears, " today was truly a happy, 
nice day for me to be able to attend the ceremony of memorial 
service, meet His Excellency the Ambassador, and was given 
kindhearted words of sympathy from His Excellency." He was 
one of the old members of Hikari-Kikan who received Netaj i when 
he landed from the submarine to Saban Naval Base in Sumatra, 
and he also worked as the liaison officer of Netaj i afterwards 
for a long time. 

I pray Buddha for the best of health and splendid activities 
of Your Excellency from the bottom of my heart together with 
the old comrades of Indian National Army every day. 


Most sincerely yours, 



Shigemoto Okuda 

Old comrade of INA in 

Japan 


Copy: Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose 
Chairman 
Netaj i Bhawan 
Calcutta, India 
Fax: 91-33-474-8255 


19th August, 1998 






Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose and 
Mrs. Krishna Bose 
Netaji Bhawan 

38/2, Lala Lajpat Rai Road 
Calcutta-700 020, India 
Fax: 91-33-474-8255 

Dear Dr. Bose-san & M.P. Mrs. Bose-san: 


The ceremony of memorial service for the late Netaji Chandra 
Bose annually held by us, old comrades of INA in Japan was taken 
place at Renkoji Temple yesterday specially attended by Indian 
Ambassador to Japan, H.E. Siddarth Singh and about 40 admirers 
from the general public. Although the scale was small, it was 
very warmhearted and significant assembly. As I am herewith 
attaching a copy of the letter of appreciation dispatched from 
myself to H.E. Siddarth Singh, and send you the photographs 
under a separate cover, please imagine the atmosphere. 

While I distributed copies of the two of your letters to me, 
one regarding the model of Japanese submarine 1-29 dated 11th 
May, another one concerning Grant assistance agreement between 
Netaji Bhawan and the Japanese Government dated 7th July, and 
the photographs respectively attached to the two letters at 
the meeting after the ceremony, all of them were greatly 
impressed. As I have already sent H.E. Siddarth Singh the 
above-mentioned two letters and photographs with a letter in 
advance, I also attach the copy of this letter. 


I was hospitalized for about three weeks until last week, and 
Dr. Kobayashi was also in the hospital at the same period. 

He was talking the memory of yourself very longingly and 
enthusiastically, and pleasantly told me that he will potentially 
be able to see you at the Pediatrics Society of Asia held in 
Taiwan in the next April. Please let me know whether you are 
possibly going to attend the Society or not since I would like 
to advise it to Dr. Kobayashi. 

Meanwhile, I sincerely wish you, your family, and friends in 
Netaji Bhawan the best of health and happiness. 

Most sincerely yours. 



Shi gemot o Okuda 

Old comrade of INA in 

Japan 


ym 

attach. 
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Embassy of India 
2-11, KudaruMinami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 

Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
Pax : (03) 3262-2301 


19 August 1998 




Every year, the Death Anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is observed in 
a simple ceremony at Renkoji Temple where his ashes have been kept since his body was 
brought back to Japan. I attended the ceremony yesterday along with some Japanese 
associates of Netaji and some family members of those who had known him personally. 
To the chanting of Sutras by the Head Priest of Renkoji Temple, everyone offered 
incense in traditional homage in front of Netaji’s photograph and stood in silent 
remembrance. 


In a brief conversation separately, I thanked the Head Priest for the care with 
-A' which the ashes of a great son of India was being maintained at the Temple. The Head 
Priest said it was his duty to do so. He added it was their wish that the ashes should be 
^ returned to India, but there had been no development recently in this regard. I said the 
ashes belong to the family and we had to await their concurrence to take them back. 




Vui 

\ 
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You are aware that even the Government of Japan has raised this matter with us 
in the past, the last occasion being the visit of Foreign Minister Ikeda to New Delhi in 
July 1997. 1 do not know if MEA is in touch with the family or is aware of their current 
thinking. Please keep us informed in this regard. 





Yours sincerely, 

— 1 

(Siddharth Singh) 


Shri T.C.A. Rangachari 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. 
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: DANA : 

PEOPLE MUST EMULATE INA EXAMPLE: KRI3HAN KANT 

NLTAJI 

NEW DELHI, AUG 9 CPTI > VICE PRES I DENI KRISHAN KANT SUNDAY 
SAID THE PEOPLE MUST EMULATE THE EXAMPLE UP INDIAN NATIONAL 
ARMY TINA) WHERE THERE WAS NO ROOM FOR COMMUNAL OR PAROCHIAL 
SENTIMENTS. 

OPENING A SEMINAR ON NETAJI SUBHA8H CHANDRA BOSE’S 
CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS THE FREEDOM MOVEMENT IN INDIA, HE SAID 
EVEN MAHATMA GANDHI HAD OBSERVED THAT 'THE GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT 
OF THE INA WAS TO GATHER MEN AND WOMEN OF ALL RELIGIONS AND 
ETHNIC GROUPS PROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY AND INFUSE IN THEM THE 
SPIRIT OF SOLIDARITY AND ONENESS. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT SAID NETAJI HAD OPINED THAT FREEDOM 
WOULD LACK THE REAL MEANING IF IT WAS NOT ACCOMPANIED BY 
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EQUALITY, WHICH, HE SAID, WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE THROUGH A NON -DOGMATIC AND NON-DDCT R I NA I R£ APPROACH, 
AN OFFICIAL RELEASE SAID. 

^ NETAJI’ S VISION OF INDIA RESULTED FROM HIS DEEP 
UNDERSTAND I NO OF THE FORCES OF WORLD HISTORY AND INDIA WAS A 
SIGNIFICANT MOVER OF THE NEW WORLD ORDER, KANT SAID, ADDING 
'“N THAT IN THE NEXT PHASE OF HISTORY INDIA SHALL BE CALLED UPON 
ID MAKE SIMILAR CONTRIBUTIONS. PTI ARC SYM KRNPTI 
030 920 3B R 
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NETAJI s GOVERNMENT WEDNESDAY INDICATED IN RAJYA SABHA 
THAT THERE WAS NO MOVE TO SET UP ANY NEW INQUIRY INTO THE 
DISAPPEARANCE T3FnNETAJT~ _ SUBHASH~CHHNIJRH^B05E — IN' AUGUST 1945. 

REPLYING TO A QUESTION WHETHER GOVERNMENT WOULD HONOUR 
FORMER PRIME MINISTER MORARJI DESAI’S +COMM I TMENT + TO APPOINT 
A COMMISSION ON NETAJI’ S DISAPPEARANCE, HOME MINISTER L K 
ADVANI QUOTED FORMER PRIME MINISTER’S STATEMENT IN LOK SABHA > 

THAT +NO USEFUL PURPOSE WOULD BE SERVED BY HAVING ANY FURTHER 
ENQUIRY. + 
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: OANA : 

JAPANESE GRANT FOR NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU 
NETAJ1 

CALCUTTA, JUNE 26 <PTI> JAPAN ON FRIDAY SANCTIONED A 
GRANT OF RS 3.5 MILLION TO NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF ITS MUSUEM PROJECTS. 

THE GRANT WAS SIGNED BETWEEN DIRECTOR, NETAJI RESEARCH 
BUREAU CNREjO , DR SISIR KUMAR BOSE AND CONSUL GENERAL OF JAPAN 
N KAWAGISHI HERE IN EASTERN INDIAN METROPOLIS, NRB SOURCES 
SAID. 


THE GRANT WILL BE USED FOR PURCHASING NECESSARY MODERN 
EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY TO HELP PRESERVE RARE HISTORICAL 
DOCUMENTS, FILMS AND RELICS RELATING TO NETAJI AND HIS FREEDOM 
MOVEMENT. 

JAPAN GOVERNMENT’S GESTURE WOULD NOT ONLY STRENGTHEN 
INDO-JAPAN RELATIONS BUT WOULD ENABLE THE RESEARCH BUREAU TO 
PRESENT TO THE PEOPLE THE BEST AND MOST TECHNOLOGICALLY 
ADVANCED BIOGRAPHICAL AND MODERN HISTORY MUSEUM IN SOUTH ASIA, 
DR SISIR BOSE SAID. PTI AKG AA AHNPTI 
06261609 R 
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AIFB DEMAND PUP INQUIRY INTO NETAJI' S DISAPPEARANCE 

BOSE 

NEW DELHI, MAY IS (PTI> INDIAN GOVERNMENT IS CONSIDERING 
A DEMAND BY THE ALL INDIA FORWARD BLOC (AIFB) TO SET UP A 
COMMITTEE TO ENQUIRE INTO THE MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE OF 
UREA I' LEADER OF THE INDIAN INDEPENDENCE STRUGGLE, NETAJI 
SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE IN 1V45. 

PRAMOD MAHAJAN, POLITICAL ADVISOR TO THE PREMIER, AT AL 
BIHARI VAJPAYEE, ALSO ASSURED AN AIFB DELEGATION THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT WAS FULLY AWARE OF THE GRAVITY OF THE ISSUE AND 
BELIEVED THAT THE NATION HAD A RIGHT TO KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO 
BOSE, AIFB SECRETARY G DEVARAJAN, WHO ALGNGWITH JAYANTA ROY 
(MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT) MET MAHAJAN, SAID IN A RELEASE. 

THE FORWARD BLOC HAS ALREADY SUBMITTED A MEMORANDUM TO 
THIS EFFECT TO VAJPAYEE. THEY HAVE ALSO SUBMITTED A COMPLETE 
FILE OF CASE HISTORY WHICH INCLUDES DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 
NETAJI' S PLAN TO GO TO RUSSIA, ANALYSIS OF NETAJI INQUIRY 
COMMITTEE REPORT AND MILITARY INTELLIGENCE REPORTS. PTI AB PP 
SV HKPTI 
05151107 R 
NNiMN 
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WEST BENGAL GOVERNMENT ACQUIRES NETAJI HOUSE AT KURSEQNG 
NETAJI 

SILIGURI, MAY 3 (PTI) THE EASTERN INDIAN STATE OF WEST 
BENGAL WILL SOON SET UP THE NETAJI INSTITUTE OF HIMALAYAN 
STUDIES AT THE GIDDfi PAHAR RESIDENCE OF NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA 
BOSE, COUNTRY’S FIREBRAND FREEDOM FIGHTER AND FOUNDER OF THE 
RADICAL POLITICAL OUTFIT, FORWARD BLOC. 

I HE STATE GOVERNMENT RECENTLY ACQUIRED THE DILAPIDATED 
HOUSE IN KURSEONG IN THE DARJEELING HILLS, IN WHICH NETAJI HAD 
BEEN INTERNED FOR A LONG TIME, JUNIOR HIGHER EDUCATION 
MINISTER SATYA SADHAN CHAKRABORTY SAID ON SATURDAY. 

THE INSTITUTE WILL BE A JOINT VENTURE OF THE STATE 
HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AND THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH 
BENGAL. PTI UBR PKA KRNPTI 
05031711 R 
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BIRTH PLACE OF NETAJI TO BE DECLARED NATIONAL MONUMENT 
NETAJI 

CUTTACK, APR 29 (PTI> THE BIRTH PLACE OF NETAJI SUBHA5H 
CHANDRA BOSE, WIDELY ACCLAIMED AS ONE OF THE LEADING LIGHTS OF 
INDIAN FREEDOM STRUGGLE, IN ORIYA BAZAR IN THIS EASTERN CITY 
WILL SOON BE DECLARED A NATIONAL MONUMENT BY THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT. 

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY <BJP> LAWMAKER BHARTRUHAR I MAHTAB. 
TOLD REPORTERS HERE TUESDAY THAT HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT 
MINISTER DR MURLI MANOHAR JDSHI HAD ASSURED THAT THE BUILDING 
WOULD BE CONVERTED INTO A MUSEUM AND GIVEN THE STATUS OF A 
NATIONAL MONUMENT. 

A SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE STAMP ON THE BUILDING - 
JANAKINATH BHAVAN - WOULD ALSO BE RELEASED AT THE EARLIEST. 

SEVERAL Of HER NEW PROJECTS WERE IN THE PIPELINE, MAHTAB, 
WHO ALSO EDITS THE PROMINENT ORIYA DAILY PRAJATANTRA, SAID. 

THEY INCLUDED A RS 900 MILLION PROJECT FOR CUTTACK’S 
UNDERGROUND DRAINAGE SYSTEM WHICH HAD BEEN SUBMITTED BEFORE 
.F MINISTER FOR URBAN AFFAIRS AND EMPLOYMENT, HE SAID. PTI COR 
PKD AHNPTI 
04291601 R 
* NNNN 
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"The Tokyo Sh imbue" morning edition December 21, 1997 
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Hist orical ly eva iuate f athe r ’ s tai mess regardless of parties 
Ms, Anita Bose Puff, onl y daughter of Chandra Bose, Hero of Indi a' s 
independence say s. What he ha ted is Br itish rul e 
(Mumbai = V. Gupta) 

“The cold war is over, historical evaluation of my father should be done 
fairly from a standpoint without adhering to a party.” I interviewed 
Ms. Anita Bose Puff (57), the only daughter of a hero of India’s 
independence when she came back for the centennial celebration of Bose’s 
birthday from Germany, where she emigrated. 


Ms. Anita is an economics professor in Germany, the country, where her 
husband was brought up. She was only five years old when Bose, who 
is highly popular nationally in India as a father of independence, was 
killed by a plane crash over Tai-pei sky in the year in >which ended. 

— There are people, who criticise Bose as a blind patriot.., 

“My father devoted all his life fi^hffng'for political justice and 
socialism." He was the first patriot, whom India produced. What he hated 
was not Britain, but the British control." 




— ■ What could be a lesson one could learn from the World War II... 

“Young people, especially those from Germany have to have the sense of 
political discretion and responsibility.” ! rresposibi I i ty before the 
war created irresponsible politicians and allowed them to hold 
powers. " 

4 

“Invasion of war however could not ever be justifiable. Because 
the condition of those countries except the US were economical ly 
equal to the defeated cuntries. ” 





* 


















Bose had cooperated with the former Japanese army and organised Indian 
Nai tonal Army and tried to attain independence for his native land 
but he didnot succeed. What was the cause of failure? 

“Fai lure to armed insurgence was obvious in terms of economic rule. 

Bose was dependent strategically and financial ly on the Japanese 
Military. However, Japan that time was in extreme financial difficulty.’ 

Bose’s remains lie in Renkoj i Temple. Suginatni-ku, Tokyo. There is a 
move to seek return of his ahses to his homeland. But there are the 
other side of voices, which question the authenticity of the ashes, 
just as followers of Bose, who still believe that Bose is alive. 

What would happen to the ashes in Renkoj i Temple? 

"It is a complex issue, which concerns the diplomatic relations between 
Japan and India. Therefore, circumspect approaches are required 
between the two countries.” 


% 


CM. Motegi ) 
22/12/97 
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BJP DEMANDS ’ APOLOGY 1 FROM COMMUNISTS ON NETAJI 
BJP 

CALCUTTA, NOV 13 CPTI) INDIA’S MAIN OPPOSITION BHARATYA 
JANTA PARTY <BJP> ON WEDNESDAY WELCOMED ’’BELATED 
REALISATION’ ’ OF THE WEST BENGAL STATE CHIEF MINISTER JYOTI 
BASU ABOUT THE COMMUNISTS’ ’’WRONG EVALUATION” OF NETAJI 
SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE AND DEMANDED ’ ’ AN APOLOGY’ ’ TO THE 
COUNTRYMEN. 

THE BJP’ S ALL-INDIA SECRETARY AND WEST BENGAL UNIT CHIEF 
TAPAN SIKDAR AND STATE SECRETARY RAHUL SINHA SAID IT WAS 
’’HEARTENING” THAT BASU HAD OF LATE ’’REALISED” THE ROLE OF 
NETAJI AND INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY’S <INA> CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE 
FREEDOM MOVEMENT. 

THEY SAID THAT THE COMMUNISTS’ SHOULD PUBLISH THEIR FRESH 
EVALUATION OF NETAJI IN BOOKS AND TENDER ’’APOLOGY” TO THE 
NATION FOR THEIR ’’MISDEEDS” TOWARDS NETAJI. 

ACCORDING TO THEM, THE COMMUNIST PARTIES AND CONGRESS 
’’PREFERRED TO IGNORE NETAJI BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER 
INDEPENDENCE”. EVEN TODAY, THEY ALLEGED, THESE PARTIES 
’’FAILED” TO EVALUATE HIS HISTORIC ROLE DURING FREEDOM 
STRUGGLE. PTI PB PR RKS KRN HKPTI 
11130919 R 
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21st October 1997 


H . E . Siddharth Singh 
The Ambassador of India 
Embassy of India Tokyo 


Dear Excellency: 




We, old comrades in Japan of INA commanded by Netaji Chandra 
Bose are truly thankful to be invited to the dinner celebrating 
Azad Hind Day. 

We sincerely wish bright and great development of India, and 
the best of health and happiness of Your Excellency and your 
wife . 




Most sincerely yours. 




-A 






r\ 





List of Invitees to Reception on the 
occasion of ’Azad Hind Day* at Ambassador’s Residence 

on Tuesday, October 21. 1997 at 1800 hrs 


1 -3 Mr. & Mrs. Shigemoto Okuda, 21-15, 2 Chome, Nishi-Azabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo-100 
(will be attending with their son) (Tel: 3407-1748; Fax: 3486-8327) 

4-5 Mr. & Mrs. Chikaro Fujii, 1-9-12, Tsuga, Wakabaku, Chiba-265 (Tel: 0432-32-3100) 

6. Mr. Masao Hayashi, 3000, Noborito, Tamaku, Kawasaki, 501-06 (Tel: 044-900-0103) 

7. Mr. Shigeru Aoyagi, 1-6-13, Nakamachi, Meguro-ku, Tokyo-153(Tel: 3712-7955) 

8. Mr. Katsumi Murata, 1101, 3-11-6, Takashimadaira, Itabashi-ku, Tokyo-195 
(Tel: 3935-1172) 

9. Mr. Gintaro Miyake, 3-18, Daimancho, Meito-ku, Nagoya-465 (Tel: 052-703-0248) 

10-11 Rev. & Mrs. Koshi Mochizuki, Chief Priest, Renkoji Temple, 3-30-20 Wada, 
Suginami-ku, Tokyo-166 (Tel: 3311-7832; Fax: 3316-7751) 

12. Mr. Tadamoto Negishi, 5-8-6, Narita-Higashi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo- 166 
(Tel: 3391-3078) (Not sure - May come) 

13-14 Mr. & Mrs. Morito Naganuma, 5-14-1, Shimomeguro, Meguro-ku, Tokyo-157 
(Tel: 3712-1720) 

15. Mr. Ichijo Kunizuka, 2-1-19, Sumiyoshi-Higashi, Higashinada-ku, Kobe-658 
(Tel: 078-851-3844) 

16. Mr. Hisao Ohyashiki, 3-54-11-902, Wada, Suginami-ku, Tokyo-166 (Tel: 3311-9964) 

17. Mrs. Mieko Tsukamoto, 4-37-16, Izumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo- 168(Tel: 3328-2797) 

18. Mrs. Fukuko Tadokoro, 1-47-8, Arakaa, Arakawa-ku, Tokyo- 116(Tel: 3891-5920) 

19. Mr. Tadao Iwahara, 5-C, Nakamine-Mansion, 5-1-27, Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo- 
107 

EMASSY (7 persons) 

Dr. S. Jaishankar, Deputy Chief of Mission 
Mr. & Mrs. Amar Bhushan, Minister (Consular) 

Ms. T. Takeuchi, Interpreter 
Ms. K. Somekawa, Interpreter 


Host and Hostess 


RESPONSE AWAITED: (3 persons) 


Mr. Tatsuo Izumi, 2886-13, Yayoicho, Tokorozawa-359 (Tel: 0429-24-2179) 

Mrs. Nobuko Nagasaki, 4-10-23-303, Higashi, Takaido, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 
(Tel: 3335-7753) 

Mr. Hidenori Esho, 5-9-10-101, Ochiai, Tamashi, Tokyo-206 (Tel: 0423-72-0004) 


REGRETTED BY : 

Mr. Gaku Kuwahara, 2-29-12, Shirayuri, Izumi-ku, Yokohama-shi 245 
(Tel. 045-811-2567) 

Mr. Yoshikichi Ishikawa, Room-1101, Central-Height, Azabu-Jyuban, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo- 105 (Tel: 3454-3890) 

Mr. Keisuke Ito, 4-6-16-333, Kamiosaki, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo-141 (Tel: 3493-0372) 

Mr. Toshio Matsushige, 1-1-40, Fujigaoka, Ninomiya-cho, Nakagun, Kanagawa-ken 
259-01 (Tel: 0463-73-2266) 

Mr. Masao Ueda, 188-34, Sakuramachi, Hirao-cho, Kumagegun, Yamaguchi-ken-742 
(Tel: 08205-6-4291) 

Mr. Yasumasa Mizuno, 2-18-12, Ohoka, Minami-ku, Yokohama-232 

Mr. Takashi Kobayashi, 14 Kangakuin-cho, Nishi-nokyo, Nakakyo-ku, Kyoto-shi 604 
(Tel: 075-841-2753) 

Mr. Kazuko Matsushima, 5-1-10-702, Minami-Aoyama, Minato-ku, Tokyo- 107 
(Tel: 5485-0887) 
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DR. Jaishankar 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo, Japan 


1 Oth Oct .1997 


Attn. Ms Neet.a 


\ 


A dditiona l List of Old Comrades and 
People T A rmy 

Comma nded "by Wet- an ±_ Ch an d ra_ Bose _ 




Tadamoto Neyfsbi 5-8-6 , Marita -Higashi, 

Suginamiku , Tokyo 156 

Mori to Haganuma ■■ 5-1 4- 1 ,Shimo®egut : o, 

Meguroku , Tokyo 


Ichijo Kunizuk* 

Yasurnasa Mizuno 


2- I -1 9 , Smuiyoshi -Higashi , 
Higashirvadaku , Kobe 6 58 

Yokohama 232 


Takashi Kobayashi'. 1 4,Kangakuincho, Nak- kvoku. 

Kyoto 604 


39 i -3078 

. 17 20 

: 3 : I -3844 

2753 


Kexs-.ike I to 


4. ■ . . ; . •>>. . raslku - = r 7 6 4 

Tokyo 


\ 4-6-1 6-333, Kamiosak* , 


172 


" - - 266 

259-01 


tfasao Ueda 


Mieko Tsukamoto. 
( Mrs ) 


Fukuko ’.iadokoro 
(Mrs) 





agegun , Yamagdch i k an 
Tokyo 1ft (Wife of La i.a- 

$-47 -8, A rakawa, Arafca-caku, 

Tokyo 

(Wife oi Late -Mr Ta-’okoro) 


-••291 

•?97 

■ 3920 


i. : . _ . ■ - -7832 

Sugi naini k u , Tokyo 
(Priest of Renkoj i -Temple) 


Kasuko Matsushima 3-1 i-1 0 - 702 , MinaiRi-A.oyar.ia, 

Minatoku, Tokyo 107 
(Sponsor of Renkojl Temple) 


- 485-0887 


Nobuko Nagasaki 
(Mrs ) 


Hidenori Esho 




4-1 0-23- 3 03, Higashi, Taka i do, : 3-3335-7753 
Suginamiku , Tokyo 

(Professor of Tokyo Uiversity, 

History of independence of India) 

** 0-1 0)1 * 0cllia i t Tamashi, Tokyo ; 0 423-72-0004 
ZUb (Professor of Hosei University, 

Economy of India) 
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Dr Jaishankar 
Deduty Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo , Japan 

FAX: 3262-1 273 



8th Oct. 1997 
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List of Old Comrades of Indian, 

^ National Army, Members of Hikariklkan 

1 943-1 945, who lives in and around Tokyo . 


Shigemoto Okuda 
Office: 


Chikaro Fuji! 

Oor*c~ Masao Hayashi 

Ctl^t 

Tadao Iwahara 


(vi (1 c 4 },-*jl Shigeru Aoyagi 

o _ Gaku Kuwahara 

* 

Katsumi Murata 
Gintaro Miyake 
vV __ Tatsuo Izumi 

_ Yoshikichi Ishikawa 


21-1 5,2-Chorce,Nishi-Azabu, 
Minatoku, Tokyo 100 
Room 1 01 , Sanshin-Bldg. , 

Yur akucho , Chiy odaku , Yokyo 
100 

1 -9-1 2,Tsuga, Wakabaku, 
Chiba, 265 

3 000 , Nobor ito , Tamaku , 
Kawasaki, 501-06 
5 -C , Nakamine-Mans ion , 

5-1 -27,Akasaka,Minatoku 
Tokyo, 107 

1 - 6-1 3,Nakamachi ,Meguroku, 
Tokyo, 153 

2- 29-12, Shirayuri, 
Izutni-ku, Yokohama-shi 245 
1 1 01 ,3-1 1 -6,Takashimadaira 
It abashiku, Tokyo, 195 

3- 1 8,Daimancho,Meitoku, 
Nagoya, 465 

2886-1 3, Yayoicho,Tokorozawa 
359 

Room-1 101 , Centra 1-Hight, 
Azabu-Jyuban, Mlnatoku 
Tokyo, 1 05 


Phone:3-3407-1748 
Fax: 3-3486-8327 

Phone:3-3591-9081 
Fax: 3-3591-9084 

Phone:0432-32-3100 

Phone:044-900-0103 


Phone:3-3712-7955 
Phone:045-81 1-2567 

Phone:3-935-1172 

PhoNe: 052-703-0248 
Phone:0429-24-2179 

Phone: 3-3454-3890 


Most sincerely yours. 
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The Statue of 

IMetaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


will be unveiled by 
Dr. Shanker Dayal Sharma 
President of India 
at Parliament House, New Delhi 
on Thursday, the 23rd January, 1 997 at 9.30 A.M, 

You are cordially invited to attend the function. 

(Kindly be In your seat In the Central Hall by 9.15 A.M.) 

From i 

Parliament of India 

n.s.v.p, 

W.G. Bnnch 

Phonal ; 3034404, 3034400 & 3034408 
Fax : 3034410 8 3010766 
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His Excellencies, ladies, and gentlemen, 

® H 7L 


It is really great honour and pleasure for me to be able to 
attend the International Conference for “Asian Relations in 
21st Century" at Netaji Bhawan in Calcutta on behalf of the 
comrades of Hikari-Kikan military coordinators who were assigned 
to act between INA forces and Japanese army at the front of 
battlefield. 

Taking this valuable opportunity, I would like to emphasize 
to the attendants of the meetings how INA soldiers fought bravely 
during the joint operation with Japanese army against British 
forces for the independence of the country under the orders 
given by Supreme Commander of INA, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I was serving as a military coordinator attached to Special 
Tactical & Intelligence Unit of INA assigned by Hikari-Kikan, 
as if I was spiritually the same as the proper INA soldier living 
together on duty for 24 hours then always ready to go into action 
at any moment sacrificing our own life for the battle of 
Independence of India with great honour. 

The above-mentioned INA unit which I belonged was dispatched 
from Singapore well in advance the arrival of the main INA forces 
by divisional scale to the borderland between Burma and India 
in order to enable them to participate in the joint operation 
with spear-head battalions of Japanese army, 60th Infantry 
Regiment of 15th Division, who dashed toward Imphal through 
steep mountain paths across the range, but joint operation forces 
of Japanese army and INA taking along only light arms to break 
through deep in the mountains and valleys around the border 
on foot defeated after consuming all supply of ammunition and 
provisions before reached their destination because of powerful 
counter offensive made by British forces at their heavily armored 
Assam defence positions. 

I think that around 50 thousands of Japanese soldiers who were 
killed in action of the war with INA's soldiers should have 
strongly felt nostalgia in the battlefields far away from their 
mother country although they well understood their important 
duty, the joint operation with INA. 

Today, Japanese TV and newspapers are often reporting 
explanatory articles concerning the situation of outstanding 
economic development and future possibility of the great country, 
India, our poweful colleague in Asia blessed with 900 millions 
of efficient human resources and the extensive land. Whenever 
we hear these news, we share our pleasure as if these are the 
matters happened in Japan. 


Page 1 . 


We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people 
of your nation and Japanese people are strongly tied through 
Netaji and INA which Netaji commanded, pass down also the 
historical truth in which we cooperated each other with our 
maximum endeavour for the achievement of the same target from 
generation to generation, and establish better understanding 
and closer cooperative relation between the two nations and 
both nations' people for a long time forth to come. We also 
wish tremendous development of the nation of India, the best 
of health and the nicest fortune of you all. 


Shigemoto Okuda 
On behalf of old 
comrades of INA 
in Japan 
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His Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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It is the greatest honour and pleasure for’ me to be invited 
and to be able to attend the Centenary Conference of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, the great man borne in Asia and the hero 
of independence of India whom we respect the most as one of 
the members of Ilikari-Kikan who was assigned as Military 
Coordinator of Indian National Army (INA) which made a joint 
operation with Japanese army under the Supreme Commander Netaji. 


/■"> For us Japanese, India is the closest country in terms of our 
daily life. For example, Budism has taken roots as nation's 
base of thought for a long time, Budism-related traditional 
arts and handicrafts bloomed all over the country, and Indian 
curry and rice always ranks high as a favorite dish in Japanese 
eating habits. 

Recently, Japanese TV and newspapers are often reporting 
explanatory articles concerning the situation of outstanding 
economic development and future potentiality of the great 
country, India, our powerful colleague in Asia blessed with 
900 millions of efficient human resources and the extensive 
land. Whenever we hear these news, we share our pleasure as 
if these are the matters happened in Japan. 

We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people 
of your nation and Japanese people are strongly tied through 
Netaji and INA which Netaji commanded, pass down the historical 
truth also in which we cooperated each other with our best 
efforts for the achievement of the same target from generation 
to generation, and establish better understanding and closer 
cooperative relation between the two nations and both nations' 
people not only in economy and culture but also in various fields 
for a long time forth to come. We also wish tremendous 
development of the nation of India, the best of health and the 
nicest fortune of you all. 




Shigemoto Okuda 
On behalf of old 
comrades of INA 
in Japan 
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Netajf Centenary Inaugural Convention Represen tat ive 

Netaji Bhawan, Calcutta, 23 January 1996 ° f Japan 
International Delegation seated on the dais Hr S . Okuda 


External Minister 
of India 

Mr Mukerjee 


A NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU PUBLICATION 
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Proceedings of the plenary session of Netaji 
Centenary Inaugural Convention, Netaji Bhawan, 
Calcutta, 23 January 1996 

Welcome address 

Dr. Sugata Bose 
(India) 

Dr Sugata Bose who conducted the procedings welcomed guests from 
different countries of Southeast Asia, Japan, Germany and from other parts 
of India. He particularly mentioned the former INA cadets who had been 
sent to the Imperial Military Academy in Japan by Netaji for military 
training and were now settled in Malaysia, Singapore and South India. Dr. 
Bose added : 

“It is a ve ry great pleasure to. have. with, us Mr_._ S.Ok uda.wh o was th e 
youngest member^ of Ilikari Kikan, tlie^ Ja panese liaison org a nisation w ith 
the Indi an National Arm y. He fou g ht sh o uld er t o s houlderwith o ur soldie rs 
\ of freedom on t he N ortheastern frontier o find i a i n 1944-45, It is a very great 
privilege to welcome in our midst Mrs. Tinsa Maw Naing and her daughter, 
the daughter and grand-daughter of Dr. Ba Maw. Dr, Ba Maw was the 
President of Burma during the Second World War. We have had the great 
pleasure of listening to Dr. Ba Maw’s son Mr. Zali Maw giving his reminis- 
cences of Netaji and Dr. Ba Maw at a session of this convention. We also 
extend our welcome to the delegates who have arrived from various other 
foreign countries. It is only appropriate that we have no less a person than 
the Union Minister of External Affairs Mr. Pranab Kumar Mukherjee who 
is a good friend of the Bureau to come and greet them and be with us all 
here. I will not say any formal words of welcome to the INA Officers who are 
also members of the Netaji Research Bureau including Col. Lakshmi 
Sahgal, Col. Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon and Capt. Yadava who are all here 
amidst us today. I will only say a few words about the Netaji Research 
Bureau. Although anniversaries are always very happy occasions for us we 
do not make too much of anniversaries. Because our work is continuous and 
constructive. I am happy to report to you that Netaji Research Bureau has 


Mr. Pranab Kumar Mukhcrjco 
Minister of External Affairs 
Government of India* * 

Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, Chairman, International Netaji Centenary 
CommiLtee, distinguished delegates from Southeast Asian Countries and 
friends. 

I welcome the old associates of Netaji and their relatives who have 
come from different parts of Southeast Asia and this sub-continent to offer 
their respects to Netaji at the beginning of the Centenary Celebration. I 
wish all of them a good stay here. We are indebted to them that despite their 
many personal problems and advanced a&e they have thought it to be their 
duty to come and pay homage to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We salute 
them. 

Today at the inaugural ceremony of Netaji’s Birth Centenary Celebra- 
tion, we would like to offer our sincerest thanks and gratitude particularly 
to Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, not only because he is the Director of Netaji 
Research Bureau, not only because he was Netaji’s fellow-traveller during 
his Great Escape, not simply because lie belongs to a family whose great 
sacrifices and sufferings for the liberation of the country are an integral part 
of the history of our freedom struggle and that he himself actively partici- 
pated in the freedom struggle. We thank him particularly because he is the 
founder of Netaji Research Bureau, the institution through which he has 
been carrying on single-handedly studies and research on Netaji. What is 
more, he has been showing to the new generation the way to the solution of 
problems of our society in the current perspective by bringing* out the 
relevance of Netaji’s life, his ideals, his thoughts, dreams and aspirations, 
lie is not merely recording information and doling out theories. This is the 
importance of his work. ’ 

I sincerely feel, therefore, and I can say this particularly because I am 
a Bengali — it is not possible for other language or ethnic groups to feel the 
same way — we are very often carried away by emotion only and tend to 

♦Mr. Multhcrjcc's address, except for the first paragraph, has been translated from the 
original Bengali, Ed. 
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Address 

Shigemoto Okuda 
(Japan) 

Ladies and gentlemen, Chairman of International Netaji Centenary 
Committee, Dr. Sisir Bose, and members of Netaji Research Bureau! 

I would like to express my sincere thanks for inviting me to Centenary 
Inaugural Convention at Netaji Bhawan of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
the national hero of India, and Lhe world’s great man whom I respect the 
most.As I was one of the military coordinators of Hikari Organ dispatched 
from Japanese Army to our allied force of Indian National Army (INA) 
fighting under the command of Supreme Commander Netaji aiming to 
obtain the independence of India, it is the greatest honor and pleasure for 
me to be able to aLlend Lhis magnificent and important conference today on 
behalf of our old comrades of Japan who shared their lots with INA’s 
comrades in the severe battle fields. 

Now, please let me convey Lhe message from our old comrades, best 
wellwishers of India in Japan that they wish the great success of Lhis 
conference and the best of health of dear friends gathering here today since 
I was asked by them before I left Japan. 

I also would like to inform you that we sincerely wish every day that 
the holy ash and remains of Netaji return to his mother country India while 
as many of us, old comrades of the battle fields are still alive as long as the 
rest of our lives continue although the average age of our fellow soldiers is 
going to exceed 80 years old.. They have been guarding the holy ash and 
remains of Netaji lying at Renkoji Temple in Tokyo with their greatest 
respect, and holding memorial services for the anniversary of Netaji’s death 
every year since 1945. 

Although it is my personal matter, one of my dearest elder brothers 
who was conscripted as a soldier of Japanese Army is still buried in the 
trench in Kanglatongbi, Lhe suburb of Imphal, and has not yet returned to 
Japan. The last words he left me when I accidentaly met him alter the 
interval of a few years in Lhe jungle around the border between India and 
Burma were “I believe we will be discharged from the military service and 
be able to’ go back to Japan when this operation to support India's Indepen- 
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dence terminates. Let’s return to peaceful Japan in good health.” 

I think that around 50 thousands of Japanese soldiers who were killed 
in action of the war with INA’s soldiers should have strongly felt nostalgia 
in the battle fields far away from their mother country although they well 
understood their important duty, the joint operation with INA, and were 
anxious about the future of their wives and children till their last moment. 
.Upon visiting the land of India this time, 'my heart is truly filled with* deep 
emotion thinking over themselves and their families. I would like to visit the 
land of Imphal some day in hear future to mourn for the dead soldiers of the 
Great Britain’s Armies also who sacrificed themselves for the respective 
national policies as well as the soldiers of the Allied Army consisted by INA 
and Japanese Army, and pray for the eternal peace and happiness of the 
people all over the world. 

Recently, Japanese televisions and newspapers are often broadcasting 
programs and publishing explanatory articles regarding the situation of 
remarkable economic development and future potentiality of the great 
nation, India, our powerful friend in Asia, blessed with 900 millions of 
excellent human resources and the vast land. Whenever we get in touch 
with these news, we share our pleasure as if these are the facts happened . 
in our country. ’ 

We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people of your . 
country and Japanese people are firmly tied through Netaji and INA which 
Netaji commanded, pass down the historical truth in which we cooperated. . 
each .other- with our utmost efforts for the achievement of the same target 
from generation to generation, and establish better understanding and 
closer tie-up relation between the two nations and both nations’ people for 
a long, long time forth to come. We also wish tremendous prosperity of the 
nation of India, the best of health and happiness of you all. 

Finally, I would . like to close my greeting introducing the song of INA 
which I sang with INA’s soldiers in the jungle around the border flying the 
national flag of India every morning 50 years before although my memory 
becomes uncertain. 


(Mr. Okuda concluded by Singing the INA Song. Ed.) 
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A discussion on Netaji 
in the proper perspective 


STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 

- CALCUTTA, fan, 21, "IF 
Nolajl had been alive. he would 
have relumed to fight for Ids 
country's independence, not 
lived like a fugitive in another 
cminlryL 

l ids was said by Mr M, Can- 
dhinalhao, a former soldier in 
Suhhash Chandra Bose's Indian 
: National Army, a I a discussion 
on "Nolajl, India and World War 
r, organized by NelnJI Research 
Bureau as part of his centenary 
celebrations. 

*TTig discussion was unique. 
Mr Mol i oiiini edc Sira] of. i Pak- 
istan. Mr 5, Ok ltd d of japan, Mr 
Zell Maw uf japan and Mr 
Gaudliinatlian of Malaysia, who 
bad associated with Netaji dur- 
ing Ids struggle for India's 
independence, recounted lliiiir 
experiences. 

Historians Rnjat flay, Hari 
' Vasudcvan and Riidmiigsliu 
Mukherjee. on the other fraud, 
sought to pul their views In 
proper perspective/ 

Tlie effort was not merely lo 
revive llie past, but work In- 
wards a better future and do-, 
bunk rnylhs surrounding Netnjl, 
said Mr Sisir Bose, lire leader's 
nephew. This was necessary ns 
Nelajl strove for a heller fuluro 
not only Tor India, but for 
Smith -fast Asia too, lie sold. 

Mr S. Okudo, was the voting-* 
csl member ofthe Hiknrl Kinkan 


when Netnjl visited |apnn. Now ■ 
an old man, Mr Okiulti hoped 
that the freedom fighter s ashes 
would be returned to India as 
soon ns possible while he was 
still alive. 

He said every year! the INA s 
nulhem was sung along the 
Indfa-Mynnmar border In mem- 
ory of the soldiers who sacri- 
ficed their lives fur I he army's 
ideals. 

* Hr wished India success in its 
drive -towards economic progr- 
ess and hoped Imlo-japanese 
relations remained cordial 
always. 

Mr Mohammed Siraj. son of 
Abed Khiio who (lusted Nnlaji's 
stay in Pakistan during his "great 
escape" from India, described 
the freedom fighter ns a man 
quick lo ndnpl lo the customs of 
ibe places be visited. 

"lie ale Irenf, learnt the on* * 
rnnnz and lived tike the Muslims 
before leaving Tor Kabul tut route 
to Russia", he said. 

Dr ZaJi Maw of Myanmar rem- 
inisced on the days when his 
father, Bn Maw. and Nelajl 
worked together In chalk out live 
freedom of their respective 
countries. 

His father gave "unstinted 
support" lo SiihVinsh Chandra 
Bose In establishing the Indian 
National Army* "Tim Indepen- 
dence lb at Netaji and IJa Mnw 
visualized was the Indepen- 
dence that lu tally came to Mvnu- 


hjjtiar and India", Mr Maw said. 

[t Even though the strategies 
• .adopted by Netaji and the My an- 
nul rose Trciiam:: hgldors 

differed, they wen? united In 
IIipt resolve for berutmn. he ; 
said. 

f Mr M, GoinfJifnalhrm. who 
1>ml served In the 1NA, ra- 
cr muled the Inchlnnls leading to 
Netaji's death lo emphasize tlinl 
Slilihtisli Bose lost Ins life soon 
nfler Ills fdaue crashed nt 
Tnihoku. Taiwan, on August If), 
1U4fi. i 

'’Netnjl maybe alive hi spirit, 
but II is import an I lo be realisth: 
and accept his death", he said, 
"Only then can we bring back his 
ashes in full colours end allow 
his soul to rest In pence". 

Analysing these accounts ! 
against the backdrop of the crisis 
surrounding Netaji's ashes, Mr I 
Riitlinugsliti Mukherjec said H 
was vital lo contemplate on the 
freedom lighters vision for the 
future and ask oneself LI he 
would appreciate he lug treated 
as a deity. It was Inmortont not 
to lose our critical spirit in 
analysing Netaji. the freedom 
lighter and social activist.' Ire 
said. 

Brut. Vasudevan said there 
were several gaps In our know- 
ledge id )ho ovenls hi Nelnil s 
life. Hence, Informal loo on this 
period had to he gathered 1 
through systematic research lo 
avoid mlsllilerprntntioii . 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 
TOKYO 




Reference para(2) of HRD Minister’s letter placed below. I 
have discussed with Ambassador. We can examine possibility of holding a 
function for the INA comrades of Netaji. C(P&I) may please look at papers 
in the political wing and let me know whether any such function for them 
has been held in the past. 


“ Va A'(_^ 

( S.\ Jaishank^x ) 

i5cn 


)CM 

September 2, 1997 
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'■'v'S A-552 TO A— 55 AC S. TEXTS) NEW DELHI-150 14/10/93 1200IST. 

A--o2:s IMDEMBASSV TOKYO 
•,-553: : INDEMBA5SY JAKARTA 

A-554:: INDEMBA5SY BANGKOK / 

A-555 : : HICOMIND SINGAPORE 
J *A-55, :■ HI COMIND KUALA LUMPUR 

HOM FROM JSC COORD). 

GOVT. HAVE DECIDED THAT YOUR MISSION SHOULD CELEBRATE 
THE GOLDEN JUBILEE OF AZAD HIND DAY ON 21ST OCT. 1993 ( I.E. 
r-K ‘HE DAV ON FORMATION OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVT OF FREE INDIA BY 

r 

NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE AT SINGAPORE IN 1943). YOU ARE REQUESTED 
TO ORGANISE SUITABLE FUNCTIONS /ACT XVI IIES ON THIS DAY OUT OF YOUR 
OWN RESOURCES. THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES ARE SUGGESTED s 
Cl) HEAD OF MISSION TO ADDRESS THE RESIDENT INDIANS/PENSQN5 OF 
INDIAN ORIGIN HIGHLIGHTING THE CONTRIBUTION OF NETAJI TOWARDS 
■ :!DIA' INDEPENDENCE. 

til) TO ORGANISE AN ESSAY CGMPET10N FOR SCHOOL/COLLEGE 
STUDENTS ON TOPICS SUCH AS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SETTING UP OF 
THE FIRST GOVERNMENT OF FREE INDIA IN SINGAPORE IN OCTOBER 1943 
X ! AND NETAJI' S CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS INDIA'S INDEPENDENCE. 

-«=— NEW DELHI. 

COLLS:- A- 352 TO A-556 C S. TEXTS) /MEA/HR/CRA' ' V1412451ST. 
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From: Foreign, New Delhi 

To : Indembassy, Tokyo 

Counsellor (P&I) from DS(JR) 

X am faxing herewith news item entitled. "INA men want to 
bring Netaji ashes from Japan" which has appeared in ’The Asian 
Age' of today, the 27th August, 1997. 





{Smt. Narinder Chauhan) 
Deputy Secretary {JK) 
27. .8.97 
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INA men want to 



Bv RcXAULfTLASKAH /p* i 

* v: '* i *Tl ' *■' ' '■ ’v 

New Dtlhl, Aug. 26: The iH-lodii INA> 
corruninec has uked the CenLrt to allow H to 
bring bade Neta/i Subhtt Chandra Bwe’i. 
other from Japan w that they : con be 
immersed wilh lull honours, t 

Speaking at ■ function held it South Block 
here bn Tuesday to mark the deda reification , 
of INA document* by the defence ministry," 
the gdtermi secretary of if* oommiiteG, Cap- 
lain S S Yadav, wondered why the Centre 
and the people of Indie were not making any. 
effort* to bring beck Netaji's remains from 
the Rcnkoji temple in Japan. !* 

"H ite government doe* not want to do it. 

It shoo id give the IN A commiite a no-objec- 
cion oettifieatt to bring back the sihej/’ bc 
said. * *, v 

, Capt Yoday called on ibe defence mini itry 


la present scrolls of honour to INA martyr* 
md certificates to . those who had received 
gallantry awaid* in ocktiwledge merit of lire 
sacrifice:* made by the INA soldiers. "We do 
not want my cash awards, but there should 
be some recognition of the INA’i ooniribii' 
lion* to the freedom movement in India/' he 
said. * 1 ; * 

. "For ite Iasi 52 years, the defence ministry 
wai out of bounds for m Through this func- 
tion, marking the dectasificasfon of INA 
records, ite minisuy has repaid ib debt to 
NeUji and INA/" Ca plain Yndav sard. He, 
however, felt the declassified document* 
would not contain may sensational discJo: 
sort* about ite And Hind Fauj. ; ’ 

“Hide document* were, mostly prepared 
by the British, but we are thankful to the 
United Front government for taking the bold 
Slop of making item public/ 1 he laid 


Earlier, defend minister Mufnyum Singh 
Yadiv handed over 990 file* on the INA ami * 
97 fi(« ott the Royal Man Nary mutiny to , 
human resources development mini I Let S.R 
Bommai. . . . . i 

Although most of the INA records were , 
destroyed, some we/e preserved by the Ms-. 
Cory division of the defence mwiitiy, The . 
files con lain inform alios on INA operations, i r 
fatellTgenoe reports, INA Act and organise-/ 
lioo, interrogaiion reports and court martial 
proceedings. . 

They witt now be given to fte National 
Archive*, Mr Yadav said the dedasiifica- 
Mon bad been arranged u a mark of respect , 
to Netaji on the occasion of his birth cente- 
nary, 

"There ii need lo preserve (hit account of 
unparalleled sacrifices by the brave soldiers 
of the' INA so lhal future generations can 


draw inspiration from them/' 1 he raid, 
defence minister said steps would be f 
fo publish compilations of the declare 
documents 

i..MrJ0ootmat said hit ministry an pl&r 
a film on die life of Netaji and had pro' 
Ri 3 crore for Ite esiabtiihntenl of die I 
}i Foundation. , 

..There are also plan* u* erect memori 
the And aman an d Nicobar jslandL » 
i feipitr. wKefc UieWAtol raised lb* 
.ah flag. He added dial Ite defence and 
mituMha would consider Ite der 
raised by the INA committee. » 

The defence mzruilry hot already ft 
over, rank badge* of INA personnel a 
diary of General Shah Nawai Khan 
human resources development minis 
display ai ite Freedom Rghteu Mus 
Ite Red Fort " - 


c 




Dr.S. Jaishankar 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
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ImuI lassy nl Ini lt;> , 

2-1 l, Kudu.n-M.uwmi 2-chnme, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 IN DEM B J 
Phone: 0 3(3 2 6 2)2 3 9 1 
Fax: 03(3 23 4)4 86 6 
E~Mail:indembjp<9! gol.com 


No, August 25, 1997 

Dear Shri Rangachari, 


I am enclosing herewith a report by our Minister (C) on a 
function which he attended at the Renkoji temple on Netaji’s death 
anniversary on 18th August, 1997. As indicated in a separate message, 
Ambassador had visited the Renkoji temple earlier that morning to pay his 
homage. 


Shri T.C.A. Rangachari, 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


Yours sincerely, 






( S. Jaishankar ) 



Embassy of India 
Tokyo 

Consular Section 


I attended the 52nd memorial service of Sub has Chandra Bose 
at Renko-ji Temple on August 18,1997. Mr Shigemoto Qkuda, one 
of the co-ordinators of the f unct i on and the youngest of the 
Japanese -freedom -fighters, came to -fetch me -From the Embassy. 

2. The ceremony began with recitations -from the holy Buddhist 
scriptures by the Chie-f Rriest Rev. Mochizuki, As part o-f the 
service, participants individually filed before Netaji’s 
photograph and later before the urn containing his ashes. Mr. 
Okuda said that he expected around 20 surviving freedom fighers 
to come for the ceremony and was quite surprised that finally 
more than 150 turned up to pay their respect to Netaji . Of 
these, about 100 were young Japanese boys and girls. Others were 
Japanese freedom fighters, children of those who had died for 
Netaji’s cause and those who have an abounding interest in keep- 
ing Netaji’s memory alive in the interest of a more intense 
relationship between India and Japan. There were atleast seven 
who were over BO years of age and had very fond memories of 
Netaji* It was stirring to see them smartly standing and bowing 
before Netaji ’ s photograph and then mar chi ng erect towards the 
place where the container of Netaji ' s ashes was kept. 

3. After the ceremony which lasted for about an hour, I was 
called to speak. I recalled Netaji’s sacarxfices for the ideals 
of liberation from colonial forces and his contribution to 
India’s freedom. I paid tributes to the sacrifices made by 
Japanese soldiers and officers for our freedom and expressed cur 
profound gratefulness to those who were keeping the memory and 
message of Netaji alive in Japan. The participants appreciated 
when J told them that the Ambassador and the DCM had come in the 
morning to offer prayers and could have also attended the 
ceremony but for prior commitments. 

4. Winding up the function, Mr. M. Hayashi, Scretary of the 
Subhash Chandra Bose Academy, hoped that during his life time 
Govt of India would make suitable arrangements to take the ashes 
to its rightful place in India, atleast now that all con- 
troversies about Netaji’s death in crash had been settled. He 
wanted me to indicate whether the Govt of India was going to ac- 
cept the ashes during the 50th Year of Independence. I mentioned 


- 2 - 


tbat Netaji belonged to both India and Japan. This was ex- 
emplified by the manner in which Indians and Japanese have 
-fought -for his ideals. I was sure that at both places Netaji 
would always be loved, admired and remembered in whatever -form we 
might choose to cherish his memory. Mr. Hayashi later read out a 
letter received from Joy Chandra from Imphal about the efforts 
that he was making to persuade the Govt of India to bring the 
"“N ashes from Renko-ji Temple to India. 
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Minister (Consular) 


T)C(M 



(Amar Bhushan) 
Minister < Consul ar ) 
20 . 8.97 
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TO 

| FROM 

Shri T.C.A. Ranga chari 

S. Jai shankar 

Joint Secretary (EA) 

Minister & DCM 

MEA 

Embassy of India 

New Delhi 

Tokvo 

Fax No: 301-2760 J 

| Fax No: 3262-1273 

Total number of pages including cover page: 1 


Repeat: JS(XP), MEA 


On the occasion of Netaji’s 52nd death anniversary, 
Ambassador today visited Renkoji temple and paid his homage to the 
departed leader. The Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy also held a 
commemorative function this afternoon at which Embassy was 
appropriately represented. 




(jC 

( S. Jaishaixtar ) 












A-213 TO A-227 SAME TXT NEW DELHI 
ETAT PTY 

CRASH CRASH CRASH 
FROM:- FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO:- 

A-213 INDEMBASSY TOKYO 
A-214- INDEMBASSY BANGKOK 
A-215- INDEMBASSY BEIJING 
A-216- INDEMBASSY JAKARTA 
A-217- HICOMIND CANBERRA 
A-218- COMIND HONG KONG 
A-219- HICOMIND KUALALUMPUR 
A-220- INDEMBASSY MANILA 
A-221- INDEMBASSY SEOUL 
A-222- HICOMIND SINGAPORE 
*A-223- HICOMIND WELLINGTON 
A-224- CONGENDIA SYDNEY 
A-225- INDEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
A-226- INDEMBASSY PYONGYANG 
A-227- CONGENDIA OSAKA(KOBE) 

HOM/HOPS FROM JS (COORD) 
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THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 

U 

SHRI S.R. BOMMAI VIDE HIS LETTER NO. 8-8/97-INDIA 50 (] , r lt l_ 

*DATED JULY 17, 1997, TO ALL HOMS, HAS INTER-AL IA DIRECTED 
YOU TO ’ ’ EXTEND AN INVITATION TO THE HEAD OF STATE TO 
VISIT INDIA DURING THE COMMEMORATIVE YEAR I.E. UP TO AUGUST 
15, 1998*’ AND FOR MAKING AN APPEAL TO ALL PEOPLE OF 
INDIAN ORIGIN TO ‘'DISPLAY THE NATIONAL FLAG ON 14-15 


Hlu vwti *|v f vW fwlxow 
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Sm 

Dcm 


AUGUST, 1997“ 


WE HAVE CONSULTED SECRETARY (CULTURE) WHO IS 
COORDINATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY ARRANGEMENTS IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT AND HE HAS CONFIRMED 
THAT THE DIRECTIVE REGARDING ISSUE OF INVITATION TO THE 
HEAD OF STATE, HAS BEEN INADVERTENTLY MENTIONED. THEY 
WOULD ENCOURAGE EVERY HOM TO MAKE SPECIAL EFFORT TO INVITE 
THE HEAD OF STATE/GOVERNMENT TO ATTEND THE INDEPENDENCE 
DAY RECEPTION BEING ORGANISED BY THEM ON 15 AUGUST, 1997, 

IN VIEW OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF INDIA’S INDEPENDENCE. 
THEREFORE, KINDLY DO NOT REPEAT DO NOT TAKE ANY STEP AS 
REGARDS EXTENDING INVITATION TO THE HEAD OF STATE TO 
VISIT INDIA WHICH CAN ONLY BE DONE ON RECEIVING 
DIRECTIVE FROM THE HON’BLE PRESIDENT OF INDIA. 

SIMILARLY, WE DO REALISE SENSITIVITY INVOLVED IN 
FLYING INDIAN NATIONAL FLAG BY THE PEOPLE OF INDIAN 
ORIGIN ON 14-15 AUGUST, 1997, YOU MAY KINDLY EXERCISE 
* YOUR DISCREATION IN THIS REGARD, 

REGARDS. 



(C.M. 8HANDAR I ) 

JOINT SECRETARY (COORDINATION) 
AUGUST 7, 1997. 

FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

COLLS:- A-213 T0A-227(S.T)/MEA/CRASH/T0KY0Z. CENTRE/LM/071840 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 
TOKYO 


Reference letter dated 17th July, 1997 from the Minister of 

Human Resource Development regarding functions to be organized in 

commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of India's Independence. 

2. My comments are as follows: 

(A) I do not know fetfsfc any living person in Japan, who was directly 
involved in India’s freedom struggle. However, certain people , 
who have been living in Japan since pre- independence days, 
could be included in the special reception, which could be 
hosted at the Embassy or at Embassy Residence. There are some 
people whose parents were involved in India's freedom struggle 
whicA* they were staying in Japan during pre-independence 
period. Names of such people could be obtained by us from Mr. 
A.P.S. Mani or Mr. Chandru Advani . Some of the names which I 
know could be the following: 

1. Children of Mr. A.^.Nair (owner of Nair Restaurant) 

2. Mrs. Afifa Rehman, her mother and sister 

(B) Since there was enormous destruction in Japan in 1940s it may 
not perhaps be possible to obtain books, journals, periodicals, 
etc. of that period. We could, however, get in touch with 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Committee, some of whose members 
have photographs of that period with them and accordingly a 
photo exhibition could be organized. We have already obtained a 
video copy of a Japanese film, the story of which is connected 
with India's Independence struggle, DCM is working out some 
programme for video presentation of that film. 

(C) Former Minister (Consular) was advised by Ambassador to get in 
touch with Indian Community Activities Tokyo (ICAT) to organize 
some commemorative functions. I believed that he has sounded 
Mr. A.P.S. Mani and some event is being worked out. 

(D) Conf erenc^seminar is being organized as part of the official 
programmes by the Embassy. 

(E) I do not think we have sent invitation to the Prime Minister but 
perhaps the matter could be followed up after sending the 
invitation. Visit of Head of State to India was perhaps sounded 
to Foreign Minister Ikeda during his visit to India. 

(F) Publicity of the programmes being organized/assisted by us 
through print and electronic media would be very expensive. 
However, announcements at no costs could be inserted in English 
as well as Japanese newspapers and periodicals. Besides, Tokyo 
FM 76.1 channel is always willing to make announcements of such 
events free of charge. 

(G) With a view to give wide publicity to the official logo we can 
get small stickers from India which could be pasted on all our 
correspondence, on the passports (Indian as well foreign), 
officials as well as cars owned by our officials, etc. 


(H) Although time is too short to get flags from India, we have some 
quantity with us which could be lent by us to prominent Indians 
on returnable basis* These flags could be displayed by them at 
their residence. 

(I) In addition to the stickers of logo we can perhaps also obtain 
posters from India and distributed freely to Non-Resident 
Indians. It would be very economical to get them from India by 
diplomatic bag. 


May kindly see. 



(R.K. Kalra) 

First Secretary (Culture) 
5 . 8.1997 


DCM^ 


Ambassador 



U. BOMMAI 
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MINISTER OF 

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
INDIA 

NEW DELHI - 110 001 


My dear Head of Mission/ 


July 17, 1997 


commemorate 


of India has decided to 
India* s Independence in a 
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As you are aware. Government 
the 50th Anniversary of 
befitting manner, utilising the Anniversary as a solemn occasion 
for introspection, assessment and evaluation of our achievements 
and for rekindling the spirit of the freedom movement. The 

commemorative programmes will commence from August 15, 1997 i.e. 
upon completion of 50 years of independence and will be spread 

across the entire year upto August 15, 1998. Celebrations in 
India are being planned in a manner that will ensure the fullest 
participation of people of all sections of Indian Society, The 
celebrations will take place at all levels such as towns, 

villages, tehsils and district headquarters as well as state 
capitals. 

2. 1 would like to request Heads of Missions to organise 

special commemorative programmes to honour freedom fighters or 
people who supported our freedom struggle who may be resident in 
the countries of their accreditation. For example in the UK, 
members of the erstwhile India League could be honoured. Missions 
could also organise exhi bi t i ons of books , journal s and 
periodicals of the time which supported India's freedom movement. 

3. Special attention should be paid to commemorative programmes 
in countries with a sizeable population of people of Indian 
origin, such as Saudi Arabia, UAE, USA, UK, South Africa etc. 
Missions should contact important NRIs and cultural groups and 
associate them with commemorative events or encourage them to 
organise programmes of their own. In addition, seminars and 
conferences could be arranged to highlight the achievements of 
the nation in the 50 years of independence. 

4. Heads of Missions should make a special effort to invite 
Heads of Government to attend the Indepedence Day Reception being 


organised by them on August 15, 
anniversary of our independence, 
invitation to the Heads of State 
commemorative year i.e. upto August 


15, 


1997 in 
They may 
to visit 
1998. 


view of the 50th 
also extend an 
India during the 
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. . Contd/- 


S. It. BOMI/IAI 
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MINISTER OF 

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
INDIA 

NEW DELHI - 110 001 
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5. Heads of Missions should ensure the widest publicity for 
these programmes in the print and electronic media. The official 
logo for the commemoration which has been forwarded to you by the 
Ministry of External Affairs should be used widely for all 
ceremonial and cultural events. Even initiatives by private 
individuals and groups could be permitted to use the logo where 
Missions deem it appropriate. An appeal could be made to all 
people of India origin to display the National Flag on 14-15 
August, 1997. They should also be encouraged to display the logo 
on posters, banners and stickers at their homes, on vehicles etc. 


6 . The 50th Anniversary of our Independence should be 
celebrated by our Missions abroad in the most memorable manner. 1 
would like to request each one of you to extend your fullest co- 
operation in making this commemoration a success. 


A 


With regards. 


Yours sincerely, 

^>*4 — — * 






Shri Kuldip Sahdev, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo. 


(S.R. BOMMA1 ) 
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s BOSE-DEATH 

HABEE3UR REHMAN WAS WITNESS TO NETAJI.’S DEATH) SAYS HISTORIAN 
BOSE-OEATH 


BHUBANESWAR » EASTERN INDIA! JAN 23 (PTI) THOUGH NETAJI 
SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE , THE FREEDOM FIGHTER WHO SETUP THE INDIAN 
NATIONAL ARMY CINAI , HAD BEEN KILLED IN AN AIR CRASH AT 
FORMOSA ON AUGUST IS, 1945, THE SILENCE MAINTAINED BY THE! 
LEADER'S FAMILY HAD KEPT HIS WHEREABOUTS UNDER A SHROUD OF 
MYSTERYi ACCORDING TO EMINENT INDIAN HISTORIAN) PROFESSOR 
MANMATHNATH DAS. 

NETAJI 'S COMRADE HABEEBUR REHMAN WAS WITNESS TO HIS 
DEATH BUT HE KEPT THE SECRET TO HIMSELF WHILE THE THEN VICEROY 
OF INDIA) LORD WAVELLi THOUGHT THAT THE LEADER HAD GONE INTO 
HIDING AFTER SPREADING SUCH A RUMOUR. 

UAVELL'S SUSPICION LEAKED OUT AND THE BOSE FAMILY'S 
SILENCE FURTHER ADDED GRIST TO THE GROWING CONFUSION WHICH 
DROVE MANY TO BELIEVE THAT SUBHAS WAS INDEED ALIVE. 

PROFESSOR DAS WAS ADDRESSING A FUNCTION TO MARK THE 
COMMENCEMENT OF YEAR-LONG NETAJI CENTENARY CELEBRATION IN 
ORISSA ON TUESDAY) 

PROFESSOR DASi CONSIDERED AN AUTHORITY ON THE HISTORY OF 
CONGRESS) SAID ALL THE CONTROVERSY SHOULD END FOLLOWING THE 


RECENTLY REPORTED MEETING BETWEEN OR YOSHIMA-A JAPANESE DOCTOR 
WHO TREATED THE INJURED NETAJI AND WAS A WITNESS TO HIS 
DEATH — AND THE LEADER'S GRANDSON) ASHIS RAY.CMOREJ PTI PKO BIS 
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: BOSE-OEATH TWO LAST : 

BOSE-OEATH TWO LAST. C BHUBANESHWAR > 

PROFESSOR DAS) CONSIDERED AN AUTHORITY ON THE HISTORY OF 
CONGRESS) SAID ALL THE CONTROVERSY SHOULD END FOLLOWING THE 
RECENTLY REPORTED MEETING BETWEEN DR YOSHIMA- A JAPANES DOCTOR 
WHO TREATED THE INJURED NETAJI AND WAS A WITNESS TO HIS 
DEATH — AND THE LEADER'S GRANDSON) MR ASHIS RAY. 

HE SAID THAT WHEN NETAJI WAS RUSHED TO THE HOSPITAL WITH 
SEVEIS 

DEATH — AND THE LEADER'S GRANDSON) MR ASHIS RAY. 

HE SAID THAT WHEN NETAJI WAS RUSHED TO THE HOSPITAL WITH 
SEVERAL OTHERS FOLLOWING THE PLANE CRASH) REHMAN WAS BY HIS 
SIDE HAVING ESCAPED DEATH. ''TELL MY COUNTRYMEN) INDIA WILL. BE: 
FREE’ ' ) NETAJI TOLD REHMAN WHO NEVER SPOKE ABOUT IT WHEN THE 
CONTROVERSY RAGED IN INDIA. 

REHMAN, HOWEVER, ADMITTED LATER IN PAKISTAN THAT HE WAS 
WITNESS TO NETAJI'S DEATH, PROF DAS SAID. 

THE MYSTERY ABOUT NETAJI'S WHEREABOUTS WAS FURTHER 
ACCENTUATED BY THE ASSERTIONS OF FORWARD BLOC LEADERS WHO 
CLAIMED THAT THEIR LEADER WAS ALIVE, 

REFERRING TO BOSE’S DIFFERENCES WITH GANDHI, FORMER 
VICE- CHANCELLOR OF UTKAL UNIVERSITY, PROFESSOR DAS, SAID 
THERE WERE THREE REASONS WHICH CAUSED THE DISTANCING OF IDEAS. 

FIRST, NETAJI WAS ABLE TO FORESEE THE IMMINENT THREAT OF 
THE SECOND WORLD WAR IN 1939 AND ARGUED THAT WHEN IT WAS 
CERTAIN THAT TENS OF THOUSANDS OF BRITISH SOLDIERS WOULD 
PERISH AT THE HANDS OF HITLER'S GERMANY, INDIA COULD NOT 
BENEFIT 8Y PROTECTING THEM UNDER GANDHIJI'S PROFESSED 
NON-VIOLENCE. 

BOSE WAS ALSO PARTICULARLY PEEVED THAT WHEN MILLIONS OF 
COUNTRYMEN WERE READY TO JOIN ANY KIND OF BATTLE AGAINST 
FOREIGN RULERS UNDER THE MAHATMA'S LEADERSHIP, GANDHI JI DID 
NOT WANT AN ARMED REBELLION AGAINST THE BRITISH. PTI PKD BIS 
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; PRANAB 

NARROW ESCAPE FOR PRANAB MUKHERJEE 
PRANAB 

CALCUTTA , JAN 23 (PTI) INDXA J S EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER 
PRANAB MUKHERJEE HAD A NARROW ESCAPE WHEN SOME PEOPLE ARMED 
WITH STICKS TRIED TO ATTACK HIM DURING A FUNCTION TO MARK 
BIRTH CENTENARY OF FREEDOM FIGHTER SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE IN THIS 
METROPOLIS ON TUESDAY. 

THE INCIDENT TOOK PLACE WHEN MUKHERJEE DURING HIS SPEECH 
SAID, +NETAJI (OR LEADER AS BOSE CALLED!) TILL HIS DEATH FOUGHT 
FOR HIS GOALS + WHICH EVOKED A HOSTILE REACTION FROM A SECTION 
OF THE CROWD i CLAIMED TO BE MEMBERS OF THE AZAD HIND PARISHAD, 
A NON POLITICAL VOLUNTARY ORGANISATION DEDICATED TO SUBHAS 
CHANDRA BOSE. 

5<'ME OF THE PEOPLE , ARMED WITH BAMBOO STICKS, CLIMBED ON 
THE DAD AND TRIED TO ATTACK MUKHERJEE LEADING TO CHAOS AND 
PANDEMONIUM AT the FUNCTION. 

THE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, MINISTER 1 S SECURITY GUARDS, 

HOWEVER, PUSHED AWAY THE ATTACKERS AND ESCORTED THE MINISTER 
TO HIS CAR. 

THE SLOGAN SHOUTING DEMONSTRATORS, WHO DISRUPTED THE 
PROCEEDINGS, WERE DEMANDING THAT MUKHERJEE SHOULD WITHDRAW HIS 
WORDS, +NETAJI TILL HIS DEATH-*-, AND SHOUTED +NETAJI IS STILL 
ALIVE*. 

MUKHERJEE LATER TOLD REPORTERS THAT THE INCIDENT WAS 
* PRE-PLANNED*. 

BOSE IS BELIEVED TO HAVE DIED IN AN AIRCRASH IN 1945, 

BUT HIS SUPPORTERS INSIST HE COULD STILL BE ALIVE. 

P T I AKB DK SH 
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PTI TRANSMISSION 

(February 21, 1996) 
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RUSSIA 


SAYS RUSSIA 
WEDNESDAY RE I TE RATE 0 
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? NETAJI ! 

former IN A CHI E E NETAJI W AS ; >T IN USSR IN 1945 

NET A j I 

NEW DELHI i -FES 21 CPU 
THAT FORMER INDIAN FREEDOM F GHTER NETAJI SUB ASH CHANDRA BOSE 
HAD NEITHER ENTERED NOR STAYED ANYWHERE IN THE ERSTWHILE 
SOVIET UNION IN 1.945 OR SUBSEQUENTLY 7 SETTING AT REST CLAIMS 
THAT BOSE DID NOT DIE IN A PLANE CRASH BUT ESCAPED TO THE THEM 
USSR. 

RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR TO INDIA 5 ANATOLY M « DRUKGV i TOLD 
NEWSMEN HERE 7 ''AS A RESULT OF THE INVESTIGATIONS CARRIED 
AT THE COLLECTIONS OF THE CENTRAL ARCHIVES OF THE FEDERAL 
SECURITY SERVICE OF RUSSIA AND OF THE RUSSIAN CENTRE FOR 
RETENTION AMD PERUSAL OF DOCUMENTS OF MODERN HISTORY ? THERE 
WAS FOUND NO INFORMATION ON THE STAY OF SUB ASH CHANDRA BOSE ON 
THE v ERRI TORY OF THE ERSTWHILE USSR IN 1945 AND IN SUBSEQUENT 
YEAR'"' ' . 

HE WAS ENDORSING THE RESEARCH FINDINGS OF NOTED 
JOURNALIST? ASH IS RAY 7 WHO MANAGED TO DIG OUT CERTAIN 
DOCUMENTS WHICH REVEALED THA T MEW DELHI HAD APPROACHED THh 
PUSS AN GOVERNMENT ON THE ISSUE AND WAS GIVEN AN UNAMBIGUOUS 
vREPLV. 

SPECULATION HAS RAGED OVER THE YEARS REGARDING THE FATE, 
OF- r ;c 1 INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY UNA) CHIEF? WITH CLAIMS BEING 
: .FORW -RDEO THAT BOSE SUCCUMBED TO INURIES SUSTAINED IN A PLANE 
CRASH AT TAIHOKU •, TAIWAN? ON AUG 18? 1945. HIS ASHES HAVE 
REPORTEDLY BEEN PRESERVED IN RENKOJI TEMPLE AT TOKYO. 

ANOTHER SCHOOL OF THOUGHT IN SOME CIRCLES HAS BEEN THAT 
BOS': DID NOT DIE FOLLOWING THE PLANE CRASH BUT ESCAPED TO THE 
ERS" vHILE USSR IN 1942. MORE PTI JC SRE 
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W: NETAJI 2 LAST : 

NETAJI 2 LAST NEW DEL 

AT THE NEWSM&jET IN THE CAPITAL » JOURNALIST ASH IS RAY , 
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:"L ■ r 7 BOSE ENTERED OR STAYED / 
■ 1 : , .■ 1 RUSSIA , IN REFERS!' 

CATEGORICALLY STATED THY 


| M. DISTRIBUTING COPIES OF NOTES VERBAL BETWEEN INDIA AND RUSSIA > 

$ -"'SAID THE STRAIGHT FORWARD RESPONSE FROM THE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT 
itfTjJ ' SHOULD PUT AN END TO SPECULATION ONCE AND FOR ALL AB0U80UT INA 
‘CHIEF BOSE'S VISIT TO FORMER SOVIET UNION IN OR AFTER 1943. 

INDIA HAD APPROACHED THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF 
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION ON JULY 27, 1995, ASKING TO EXAMINE FOR 
A FINAL DETERMINATION ON WHETHER OR NOT NETAJI SUBASH CHANDRA 
1 ''"N BOSE ENTERED OR STAYED ANYWHERE IN SOVIET UNION,. 

EMCE TO THE REQUEST ON OCTOBER 27 1995, 

_ _ THAT NO INFORMATION WHATSOVER HAD COME TO 

■ ,:! LIGHT ON THE STAY OF THE INA CHIEF ON THE TERRITORY OF THE 
FORMER USSR. 

i ' ASH IS RAY SAID THAT THE NOTES VERBAL REITERATED THE 

TRUTH EVEN MORE FORCEFULLY THAT NETAJI SUCCUMBED TO THE 
INJURIES SUFFERED BY HIM IN THE AUG 18, 1945, PLANE CRASH IN 
TAIWAN. 

?? FOR ANYONE INTERESTED IN- FACT AND NOT FICTION, THERE 
NO MYSTERY SURROUNDING WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO NETAJI „ 

EVIDENCE HAS ALWAYS POINTED TOWARDS HIS END CONSEQUENT TO THE 
AIR TRAGEDY AND TO the ASHES KEPT AT TOKYO'S RENKOJI TEMPLE' ' , 
RAY SAID. 

HE SAID THAT BOSE'S ? REMAINS , HOWEVER WELL PRESERVE 0 
IN JAPAN, SHOULD BE BROUGHT BACK TO INDIA AS IT 13 A NATIONAL 
‘ 0 B L I G AT I 0 N F 0 R INDIA'. 

WHEN ASKED AS TO WHY IT TOOK SO LONG FOR RUSSIA TO 
■ 1.. DISCOUNT SUCH A SPECULATION, AMBASSADOR DRUKOV SAID, '' RUSSIA 

^ WAS NOT WHAT IT IS AT PRESENT. NOW WE HAVE NOTHING TO HIDE' ' . 

??WE EXTEND GREAT RESPECT, UNDERSTANDING AND. ATTENTION 
TO THOSE ACTIONS AIMED AT FINDING OUT TRUE CIRCUMSTANCES OF 
* -HIS (BOSE'S) DEMISE,'' DRUKOV ADDED. PTI JC SRE 
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JANUARY 31. 1996 


: BOSE 

EX-JAPANESE 
BOSE 
TOKYO i 
TRIED TO PUT 
CHANDRA BOSE 
DEATH IN HIS 
TOMOJI 
IS BASED 
COMMITEE 


DEATH 


DIPLOMAT GIVES DEADPAN ACCOUNT OF BOSE'S 
(FROM SWADE5H DEROY) 

JAN 31 i (PTI) A RETIRED JAPANESE DIPLOMAT HAS 
AT REST THE CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING SUBHAS 
'S DEATH BY GIVING A DEADPAN ACCOUNT OF NETAJI'S 
BOOK +KALE0 IOSCOPE OF INDIA+. 

MUTO'S ACCOUNT ON THE INA LEADER'S DEBATED DEMISE 
ON EVIDENCES OF AO WITNESSES GIVEN BEFORE AN ENQUIRY 
SENT HERE AO YEARS AGO FROM NEW DELHI. 



MUTO, 65, WHO SPENT NEARLY 19 YEARS IN INDIA BETWEEN 
1957 AND 1993, LAST SERVING AS JAPAN'S CONSUL GENERAL IN 
BOMBAY, SAYS THE THREE-MEMBER INDIAN ENQUIRY COMMITTEE HAD 
+ACCEPTED THE ACCOUNT OF CIRCUMSTANCES OF SUBHAS BOSE'S DEATH 
IN THE AUGUST 18, 1945 AIRCRASH AT TAIPEH , TAIWAN. + 

PIECING TOGETHER WHAT THE WITNESSES SAID BEFORE THE 
THREE MEMBER INDIAN COMMITTEE, WHICH HAD INA HERO SHAH NAWAZ 
KHAN AND BOSE’S ELDER BROTHER SURESH CHANDRA AS ITS MEMBERS, 
MUTO WRITES: 

"JAPAN SURRENDERS ON AUGUST 15, 1945, TO THE ALLIED 
FORCES. JAPANESE ENVOY TO THE SINGAPORE- BASED AZAD HIND 
(INDEPENDENT INDIA) GOVERNMENT, TERUO HACHIYA MEETS BOSE IN 
BANGKOK AND OFFERS POSSILE ASSISTANCES. BOSE THANKS JAPAN FOR 
THE SUPPORT HE RECEIVED AND SAYS HE WOULD LIKE TO FLY TO 
MANCHURIA TO CONTINUE WITH HIS STRUGGLE FOR THE INDEPENDENCE 
OF INDIA. BUT BEFORE GOING THERE HE WANTS TO GO TO TOKYO TO 
PERSONALLY THANK THE JAPANESE LEADERS. MORE PTI CORR SP 
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* BOSE TWO : 

BOSE TWO TOKYO 

’ ' JAPANESE GOVERNMENT - WHICH HAS BY THEN ALREADY 
SURRENDERED TO THE ALLIES - ARRANGES A SPECIAL FLIGHT TO SEND 
BOSE TO MANCHURIA VIA TOKYO ESCORTED BY LT. GENERAL BHIDEI. 

THE PLANE PICKS UP BOSE AT SAIGON ON AUGUST 17 AND ARRIVES IN 
TAIPEH THE FOLLOWING MORNING. 

' ' IMMEDIATELY AFTER ITS LANDING AT TAIPEH IT TAKES OFF 
AND CRASHES, ITS LEFT ENGINE FALLING OFF FOLLOWING 
DISINTEGRATION OF ITS PROPELLER. GEN SHIDEI AND TWO OTHERS ARE 
KILLED ON THE SPOT. BOSE WITH BURNS ALL OVER HIS BODY IS TAKEN 
AN HOUR LATER TO THE TAIPEH ARMY HOSPITAL AND PASSES AWAY AT 
SEVEN IN THE EVENING. HIS BODY IS CREMATED IN TAIPEH AMD A 
FUNERAL SERVICE IS HELD AT NISHI- HONGANJI TEMPLE IN TAIPEI ON 
AUGUST 23 . " 

MUTO'S ACCOUNT FURTHER SAYS THAT HABIBUR RAHMAN, BOSE'S 
ADC AND TSURUTA, A JAPANESE OFFICER, SURVIVED AND BROUGHT 
BOSE'S REMAINS TO TOKYO ON SEPTEMBER 7, 1945 AND TOOK THEM TO 
THE JAPANESE ARMY HEADQUARTERS. THE FOLLOWING DAY THE ASHES 
WERE HANDED OVER TO RAM MURTHY, THE AZAD HIND GOVERNMENT’S 
REPRESENTATIVE IN TOKYO. 

MURTHY ARRANGED THE TRANSFER OF THE ASHES TO TOKYO'S 
RENKOJI TEMPLE ON SEPTEMBER 18 WHEN A FUNERAL SERVICE WAS 
PERFORMED AT THE TEMPLE BY REV. MOCHIZUKI. SINCE THEN THE 
ASHES HAVE BEEN AT THE RENKOJI AND VISITED BY MANY INDIAN 
LEADERS INCLUDING PRESIDENT RAJENDRA PRASAD AND PRIME 
MINISTERS JAWAHARLAL NEHRU AND INDIRA GANDHI" 

ACCORDING TO MUTO, TWO MEMBERS OF THE THREE MEMBER 
COMMITTEE — SHAH NAWAZKHAN AND MAITRANATH SARKAR — ACCEPTED 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT HAD LED TO NETAJI'S DEATH BUT BOSE'S 
BROTHER WAS NOT CONVINCED. MORE PTI CORR SP 
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1 BOSE THREE LAST : 

BOSE THREE LAST TOKYO 

THE WITNESSES i HOWEVER , STRONGLY DENIED SUGGESTIONS OR 
REPORTS THAT BOSE'S AIRCRASH WAS ENGINEERED BY THE JAPANESE. 
THEY ALL EXPRESSED THEIR DEEP RESPECTS AND ADMIRATION FOR BOSE 
^ AND ' ' DENIED ANY POSSIBILITY OF BOSE BEING ASSASSINATED BY THE 
JAPANESE . ' * 

ONE CAUSE OF THE AIRCRASH BRUITED ABOUT IS THAT THE 
TAIPEH AIRPORT - STILL UNDER JAPAN AT THE TIME - WAS BUSILY 
PREOCCUPIED WITH A JAPANESE ROYAL FLIGHT AND AS A RESULT THE 
PLANE CARRYING BOSE RECEIVED LITTLE OR NO PRE-FLIGHT CHECK-UP 
AFTER IT ARRIVED FROM SAIGON. 

WITH MANY PEOPLE IN CALCUTTA REFUSING TO BELIEVE BOSE’S 
DEATH AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR , THE THEN PREMIER JAWAHAR LAI. 
NEHRU SENT A THREE MEMBER TEAM TO JAPAN IN MAY 1956 TO ENQUIRE 
INTO THE EPISODE. 

^ THE COMMITTEE BASED ITS CONCLUSIONS ON EVIDENCES GIVEN 

BY 40 WITNESSES WHO HAD ASSOCIATION WITH BOSE, WRITES MUTO. 

BUT THE COMMITTEE WAS DIVIDED 2 TO ONE , SURESH BOSE 
DISSENTING. 

THE 65-YEAR OLD DIPLOMAT, WHO HAS DEDICATED HIS 
RETIREMENT TO ’’MAKING INDIA BETTER KNOWN TO THE JAPANESE’’ 

HAS WRITTEN TWO BOOKS ON INDIA AND IS WRITING ANOTHER ONE ON 
SOUTH ASIA. HE HAS ALSO TRANSLATED V.S. NAIPAL'S ’’A MILLION 
^ MUTINIES’’ (A BOOK ON INDIA). PTI CORR SP 
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STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE* IN THE CAPITAL TO ENABLE PEOPLE IN 
INDIA AND ABROAD TO PAY THEIR RESPECTS TO HIM WAS VOICED HERE 
BY VETERANS OF AZAD HINO FAUJ (INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY). 

THE FOUNDATION STONE FOR THE MEMORIAL SHOULD BE LAID ON 
JANUARY 23 TO MARK THE BEGINNING OF THE 1DOTH YEAR OF NETAJI'S 
BIRTHDAY * THEY SAID IN A LETTER TO INDIAN PREMIER P V 
NARASIMHA RAO. 

COL.G S OHILLON* capt.lakhsmi sehgal and capt.s s yadava 
OF THE ALL INDIA INA COMMITTEE SAID "EVERY EFFORT BE MADE BY 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO FACILITATE THE RETURN OF BOSE'S 
REMAINS TO INDIA FROM JAPAN* EVEN IF IT MEANT DOING A DNA 
ANALYSIS TO SATISFY THOSE WHO STILL DOUBT THAT THE CONCERNED 
ASHES ARE HIS. ' ' 

THEY ALSO URGED THE PRIME MINISTER TO LAY THE FOUNDATION 
'"N OF THE PROPOSED MEMORIAL OF BOSE* WHO WAS OFTENLY CALLED AS 
NETAJI BY ALL INDIANS AT HOME AND ABROAD. PTI VMR SG SPR 
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SECRET 


No. TOK/ 102/ 2/92 

AMBASSADOR 


My dear 
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f /v.^ 

^IKT TT3p5J[T4Rr, 

Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome. 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 IN DEMB J 
Phone: 03(3262)239 1 
Fax: 03(3234)4866 

June 10, 1995 


Kindly refer to your letter no. 576/FS/95 dated 3rd April, 1 995. 

I have taken some time to reply as we wanted to study the situation 
thoroughly, have some informal discussions with the various people involved 
and make an assessment of the points mentioned in your letter. J would 
sum up the position as follows: 

2. Present arrangements: The ashes are currently kept in an urn on the 
right side of the main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the outskirts (but within 
the city) of Tokyo. The Shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufumi Mochizuki 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had personally brought 
the ashes from Taipei about fifty years ago. Once a year, on the occasion 
of Netaji's death anniversary on August 1 8, a memorial service is held which 
is attended by close associates of Netaji and representatives of the 
Embassy. A list of these associates is attached. It would be noticed that the 
youngest is 68 years old while the eldest is eighty eight. 

3. Security: Like in all Shrines in Japan, there is no security except what 
is ensured by the reverence and respect shown by Japanese towards 
religious places. The door is normally kept closed though there is no 
guarantee that it is always locked. Nobody has ever felt the need to do so. 
The normal practice is that whenever anybody wants to visit the Shrine the 
priest is informed and is present during the visit. It might be stressed that 
this Shrine is not exclusively devoted to the ashes of Netaji and there are 
worshippers who have not necessarily come to pay respect to the ashes. 

I might mention that any request from us to beef up security is not likely to 
be received kindly as this is a place of worship open to all. Furthermore, 
any suggestion from us that security should be stepped up could well revive 
the occasional suggestions from the Japanese that we should take the ashes 
to India. 

4. "Pressure" for removal of the ashes to India: In the past there has 

, been an impression that there is growing pressure from the Japanese to take 

the ashes to India. My impression is that this so called pressure comes 
more from the associates of Netaji who are getting older and who feel a 
personal sense of responsibility for the ashes. They feel that after them 
there might be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of Netaji. Even 
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among this group the main "pressure” for Netaji's ashes to go back to India 
is from the older members, especially Mr Hayashi, who is the Secretry of the 
"Bose Academy" and is in poor health. At the memorial service on 18th 
August last year he is reported to have said that that would be the last 
memorial service "in keeping with Buddhist traditions and practice" (as far 
as we are aware, there is no such hard and fast rule of discontinuing 
memorial services after 50 years). He has also made suggestions on some 
other occasions that we should consider taking the ashes to India. At the 
same time, the younger members seem to be quite willing to carry on the 
memorial service although they would all be happy to see Netaji's ashes 
repatriated to India with due honour and ceremony. A note recorded by 
Minister (Consular) after attending the Memorial Service on August 18, 

1 994 is enclosed. We are trying to ascertain informally from various 
members of the group if they will be organising a memorial service this 
coming August 18. Our impression is that they propose to continue this 
practice. I would welcome your guidance on whether we should try to play 
an active role in this regard or merely let the members of the group decide. 

5. The Priest: Our discussions with the priest, Rev. Mochizuki show that 
he is quite happy to carry on the work of looking after the ashes. The 
presence of the ashes gives his temple some additional importance and 
some additional income by way of the Yen 600,000 that we donate annually 
for the upkeep of the temple. I feel it might be desirable to increase his 
motivation and interest by increasing this contribution occasionally. I would 
suggest that next year we may increase it to Yen one million (Rs. 3,67,782 
at this month's official exchange rate). Further increases can be considered 
occasionally. Rev. Mochizuki told our Minister (Consular), who looks after 
this matter, that he has absolutely no problem in continuing this work. He 
also said that his father received these ashes with the blessings of the 
Governments of Japan and India and that he has no intention of doing 
anything without full consultation and approval of these two governments. 

6. Foreign Office: The Foreign Office has occasionally raised this matter 
with us and have asked whether, in view of the forthcoming 50th 
anniversary of Netaji's death and the forthcoming centenary of his birth 
(23rd January, 1 997), we propose to take the ashes back to India. This has 
been asked more in the nature of an enquiry than a suggestion. But we 
know that some members of Netaji's family have occasionally contacted the 
Japanese authorities with various suggestions. Ashis Ray of CNN, who is 
the son of Netaji's elder brother, had visited Japan about a year ago and had 
met the Foreign Office and Ms. Anita Pfaff, Netaji's daughter from his 
purported German wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other 
members of the family and had been in touch with the Japanese 
Ambassador in Delhi in February 95. She had also written to some 
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associates of Netaji including Mr. Hayashi. I doubt if thd-Toreign Office 
would do anything without consulting us and seeking our concurrence. In 
fact they never raised the matter with us till the visit of Mr. Ashis Ray. 



7. Assessment: To sum up, Netaji's ashes seem to be housed in an 
adequate manner but, as is traditional in shrines in Japan, there is no 
security against any one who might deliberately wish to create problems. 
Any request to beef up security is not likely to be received kindly but 
whether they will comply or not can only be known if we were to make 
such a request or make specific enquiries. My assessment is that if we can 
point to any specific or concrete threat, they will provide security. But we 
need to keep in mind the fact that these arrangements without any provision 
for security have continued for the last fifty years without any problems and 
unless we have any specific reasons for asking for a change any request is 
likely to raise eyebrows. 


8. While the Japanese will be happier if the ashes were taken to India, 
I do not see anything on the horizon which might result in any pressure on 
us to move the ashes in a precipitate manner. This, however, is based on 
oblique, informal and very discreet enquiries as any open questions by us in 
this regard are likely to create the impression that we are planning on doing 
something. 


9. As regards contingency plans, we would need to know the exact type 
of contingency that we are planning for. If it involves a situation where the 
ashes need to be removed from the temple (which is not foreseen at the 
moment) and where their return to India is not possible, the only possibility 
I foresee is to bring them to the Embassy. The Embassy does not, however, 
have any specific arrangements for public display of these ashes in a manner 
which is consistent with the present atmoshpere of respect and reverence. 
Suitable facilities would need to be constructed with provision for adequate 
security. This could take considerable time. Should a contingency arise 
suddenly, along with a need for greater security, the only viable option for 
the short term would be to keep the ashes locked up in a strong room in the 
Embassy. I should point out, however, that bringing the ashes to the 
Embassy would effectively imply a formal acceptance by the Government 
of India that these ashes are those of Netaji, which, if my understanding is 
right, could create its own problems. 

10. The ultimate solution is clearly for a consensus to be reached in India 
for the ashes to go back to India with full honour and ceremony. Till that 
becomes possible, the best option would seem to be to continue the status- 
quo as long as possible. I must, however, stress the point that the present 
arrangements do not provide for any security and that, while no guarantees 
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are possible, these arrangements have continued without any problems for 
the last fifty years. 


11. In the above analysis I have not covered such contingencies as 
natural calamities like earthquake and fire, which would be difficult to 
provide for, and riots or social unrest which are not very common here. 
There is a clear trade off between complete safety and security and public 
access to Netaji's ashes. 



Yours sincerely. 



Shri Salman Haidar, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF NETAJI SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE ACADEMY 


1 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Abe (76) 

2. 

Mr . 

S. 

Aburaya (72) 

3. 

Mr . 

Y. 

I shikawa( 74 ) 

4 . 

Ms. 

S. 

Ikeda (71) 

5. 

Mr . 

T. 

Inoue (76) 

6. 

Mr . 

J. 

I wahar a ( 77 ) 

7. 

Mr. 

S. 

Okuda (72) 

8 . 

Mr . 

H. 

Ohyash i ki ( 73 ) 

9. 

Mr . 

Y. 

Kanatomi ( 83 ) 

10 . 

Ms . 

C. 

Tsukamoto ( 68 ) 

1 1 . 

Ms . 

F. 

Tadokor o ( 73 ) 

12 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Kuwabara (78) 

13 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Neg i shi ( 88 ) 

14 . 

Mr . 

C. 

Fu j i i (76) 

15 . 

Mr . 

K. 

Maeda (82) 

16. 

Ms . 

K. 

Matsushima ( 69 

17. 

Mr . 

T. 

Shimoda (73) 

18. 

Mr . 

K. 

Sakemi (74) 

19. 

Mr . 

K. 

Murata (76) 

20 . 

Mr . 

K. 

Mochi zuk i ( 55 ) 



pai&sr. 

21 . 

Mr. 

M. 

Hayashi (82) 



SECRETAR.y 


05-28 Naganuiaa-machi , Hachimo jx -sh i 

7- 19-5 Joyo Koto-ku 

1 1 0 1 - 1 3 -0-2 , Azabu 10 fan, Minato-ku 
0-23-4, Shimomeguro Meguro-ku 
9^24*2, Syonandai , Fujizawa-shi 
5C Nakamine Mansion 27-2*5, Akasaka, 
Minato-ku 

25-21*2, Nishi Azabu, Minato-ku 
902-11-54-3 Wada Suginami-ku 

5- 54-3 I zumi -machi , Suginami-ku 

i» it li 

8- 47-1 Arakawa , Arakawa-ku 
12-29-2 Shirayuri I zumu-ku , Yokohama 

6- 8-5 Narita Higashi, Sug inami -ku 
12-9-1 Tsuga Wakafa-ku, Chiba-shi 
30-1 Higashi Shinmachi , Itawashi-ku 
606-10-1-5 Minami Aoyama , Minato-ku 
6-19-5 Inamuragasak i , Kamakura-shi 
Co-Tateishi, 7-2373 Ohyaguch i , Uraawa- 
shi 

1101-6-11-3 Itobashi-ku 
20-30-3 Wada Suginami-ku 
(Renkoji Temple) 

3000 Noforito Tama-ku, Kamasaki-shi 
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□n August 18, 1994, I attended the memorial service at the 
Renkoji Temple organised by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy 
to mark the 49th death anniversary of Netaji. The organisers 
called it the 50th memorial service as per the calculations in 
Buddhist tradition. The memorial service was held at 1 p.m. in 
the main temple and was conducted by Rev. Mochijuki, son of late 
Rev. Mochijuki who had received Netaji ’s ashes at this temple. 
In view of the announcement of the organisers made earlier that 
since the members of the Academy were getting old, this will be 
the last memorial service, about 70 persons attended the service 
as against 50 1 ast year . After the cone 1 us ion of the memorial 
service at about 2 p.m., all the 70 persons moved to a hall where 
speeches were delivered by members of the Subhash Chandra Bose 
Academy and other guests. The speeches mostly related to 
reminiscences of their association with Netaji and INA. Most of 
the members of the Academy had known Netaji personally and con- 
t i nue to be enamoured of his personal i t y and great virtues even 
today. Mr. M. Hayashi , Secretary of the Academy, stated in his 
speech that according to the Buddhist tradition and practice, 
50th memorial service will be the last one and from next year 
there will be no memorial service. He also stated that he was 
looking forward to the day when Netaji ’s ashes will be 
repatriated with honour to India. Some relatively younger mem- 
bers of the Academy, however, stated in their speeches that they 
would like to continue remembering Netaji. Towards the end of 
the f unct ion, I was al so asked to speak a few words on this occa- 
sion. In a brief speech, I thanked Rev. Mochijuki, Mr. Hayashi 
and other functionaries of the Academy for organising the func- 
tion. I also hinted in my speech that though we were informed 
that most of the members of the Academy are old, I, in fact, 
found lot of young spirit in most of them. 

2. Like previous year, the function was also attended by press 
reporters. One reporter from TV Asahi and two from Kyodo News 
Service were present. Their names are enclosed. these three 
reporters, Takezumi Ban of Kyodo News Service had contacted me on 
phone on 17.8.94 afternoon and had asked a few questions. The 
questions related to the cause of Indian authorities' indecision 
in taking away the ashes from Renkoji Temple. I told him that 
the main hurdle was that some of the family members and friends 
still had doubts in their minds about the death of Netaji in the 
air crash on August 18, 1945. He further asked if Indian Em- 
bassy, Tokyo, would make some arrangement for holding the 
memorial service in view of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy’s 
decision to discontinue this service from next year. I told them 
that once the doubts in the minds of relatives and friends of the 
Netaji were cleared, the entire question of taking care of 
Netaji 's ashes and its repatriation could be decided. He asked 
some more questions about differences between Gandhi ji and Netaji 
and was informed that their goal was the same, i.e., freedom for 
India, but the difference was that Bandhiji wanted to adopt non- 
violence as the means to achieve the goal whereas Netaji wanted 
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to achieve -freedom with -force, Hidetoshi Hara, Bta-f-f Reporter of 
A *. Kyodo News Service, asked me some questions after the function on 
August 10. His first question was if Netaji was still respected 
in India. I told that Netaji is our national hero and his great 
qualities of dedication to his ideals and selfless sacrifice for 
the sake of his country continue to be respected and remembered 
even today. He further put a question that what would have been 
the present shape of India if Netaji was alive and returned to 
India after independence. I sidetracked the question by replying 
that one cannot possibly imagine history. He also focussed on 
the differences between Netaji and Gandhi ji and was given the 
'""N reply on the same lines as to the former correspondent , The 
Asahi TV representati ve, though introduced her sel f to me, di d not 
come up with any question. They covered the entire function 
which will be televised on channel 10 on a day to be fixed later. 
The coverage on this year's memorial service is yet to appear in 
the press. 

3. During my informal talks with the members of the Academy, 1 
gathered that they have almost decided to carry on this memorial 
service in future also. While they are keen that Netaji ’ s ashes 
v should be repatriated to India with honour, they nurture the 

* memories of Netaji with great love and respect. Mr. Hayashi's 
announcement ISecretary of the Academy) during his speech that 
this year's ceremony was the last memorial service, effectively 
meant that he himself desired to be relinquished of this respon- 
sibility. Other members, younger than Mr. Hayashi <Mr. 

Futaranosuke Nagoshi, former Professor of Takachiho University 
located near Netaji Academy, Mr. Kawamura, who was formerly run- 
ning a Public Accounts Office and Mr. Okuda, Managing Director, 
Saudi Arab Airlines, Tokyo) are, however, keen to take over this 
responsibility and carry on the memorial service. 

Submi tted for information . 


(Bhushan Jain) 
Mini ster <C> 
22.08.94 

Ambassador 
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TO j 

| FROM 

Shri R.S. Kalha, 

N. Ravi 

Joint Secretary (AP) 

Charge d' Affaires 

MEA 

Embassy of India 

New Delhi 

Tokvo 

Fax No : 301-2113 | 

| Fax No: 3262-1273 

Total number of pages including cover page: 2 


February 8, 1995 


Dear } 

Reference our discussions regarding Renkoji temple. 
The assistance being extended for maintaining a certain 
portion of the temple is adequate and its continuance is 
necessary. No change in this assistance is needed at present. 
It is more important that frequent and greater visibility be 
afforded to the ageing, but reasonably active, colleagues of 
the person whose memory is enshrined at the temple. 

As you may be aware, on October 21st, 1993 a 
function was hosted by the Mission for the ageing colleagues, 
to coincide with the founding of the Provisional Govt, of Azad 
Hind. It was well received and the participants were duly 
encouraged. No similar event could be organised later for want 
of instructions from the Ministry. 

In the circumstances, and in view of the approaching 
birth centenary of the person in question (in 1997) , a clear 
decision to hold an event on January 23 and August 18 of every 
year in the Mission could be favourably considered. This would 
assuage the feelings of the ageing colleagues. It may be 
emphasised here that the form of assistance currently being 
extended is most suitable and continues to have a favourable 
influence on the recipient. The point regarding the ageing 
and the passing from the scene of the Indian leader's ex- 
colleagues, is a valid one. However, yearly functions with 
reasonable publicity for these ex-colleagues would help 
signif icanctly . 
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As you are aware, the matter of the final moments 
in the life of the former leader is currently sub-judice in a 
Calcutta Court. It would help matters a great deal if suitable 
steps were taken to facilitate an early decision, by 
concentrating all energies on helping establish the fact of 
the final moments, in Court. Once a decision is available, the 
matter of extending assistance to the temple would 
automatically resolve itself. Any change in the assistance 
being extended should be considered only if the courts are 
unable to hand down a decision to the satisfaction of all 
concerned parties. If as a result of the decision of the 
court, the memory can indeed be better preserved in India, the 
matter would get resolved quite easily. And if this happens 
before 1997 January, it would be most appropriate. 


C 

Charge d' Affaires 
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fH* *nrwnr, 

MINISTRY OF EXTiRNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW OtlHI-110011 



February 7, 1995 

FAX M B 3 3 AGE 


,*viu, foreign New Delhi 

To : Indembassy Tokyo Fax No. 00 81 3 3234 4886 
C.D.A. fro* JS(AP) 

Please ring me up urgently tomorrow 
morning between 7 to 8 A.M. at my residence 
telephone No. 021 0461. 









( R.S. Kaiha ) 
Joint Secretary(AP) 


YDMIURI SHINBUN DECEMBER L 1995 

Broad Exchange is Expected betrnen Japan and India (Kumao Kaneko) 


Subash Chandra Bose who organized the Indian National Army in Singapore in order 
to overthrow the English control and colonial power, attended the meeting in 
Japan in 1943, and died in Taiwan in a plane crash accident. Old Japanese can 
remember his eventful life. 

His bones have been kept in Renkoji Temple located in Tokyo and have not been 
returned to India, because some people in India have a strong belief that he is 
still alive. 

I visited Bose's birth place and memorial museum on my way back from a business 
trip to New Delhi. His nephew is working as a curator of the memorial museum. 
According to him, the exhibition will be extended for the 100th anniversary of 
Bose’s birthday in January, 1997. He is planning to construct Netaji 
International Exchange Center as an exchange place for politics, diplomacy, 
economics, culture and environment problems in Asia and Oceania. Japanese 
positive cooperation including financial aid is expected. The Japanese Embassy 
and Consulate in India showed a positive reaction to the proposal, which, 
however, lacks enthusiasm when compared with the Indian side’s eagerness. 

Recently India and Japan relations cannot be said to be very close. Indian 
leaders have paid visits to Japan recently. On the other hand, however, the 
Japanese leaders’ visit to India has not taken place since Ruranari Foreign 
Minister’s visit in 1987. (Kaifu, Prime Minister visited India in 1990 and 
Hashimoto, Minister of M1TI in 1995) 

Japanese interest in the Indian market has been increasing recently, because of 
a long stubborn deflation in Japan. Japanese investment amount is ranked sixth. 
Steady increase in investment can be expected. 

Japanese interest in India is concentrated only on economics, not on politics 
and culture. I felt Indian leaders' dissatisfaction toward Japan owing to a lack 
of cutural and political exchanges between India and Japan, when 1 visited 
India this time. 





There are many Indian leaders such as R. Pal, a judge who insisted on Japanese 
innocence, (at the Tokyo trials); Tagore, a poet, who emphasized the friendship 
between India and Japan; and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

Now is our time to answer sincerely to Indian expectations, which its eminent 
leaders have built, at the risk of their lives, toward Japan. 

(Takamura) 
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■ 1METAJI : 

FREEDOM FIGHTERS FOR RETURN OF INA CHIEF'S ASHES FROM TOKYO 
NETAJI 

NEW DELHI, DEC 13 (PTI) THREE VETERANS OF THE ERSTWHILE 
INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY (INA) WEDNESDAY URGED INDIAN PREMIER P V 
NARASIMHA RAO TO TAKE STEPS TO FACILITATE RETURN OF INA CHIEF 
NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE'S REMAINS FROM TOKYO TO INDIA. 

COL GURBAKSH SINGH DHILLON, CAPT LAKSHMI SEHGAL AND CART 
S S YADAVA, WHO MET RAO IN THE PARLIAMENT HOUSE , SAID FORMER 
FREEDOM FIGHTER NETAJI ' S REMAINS HAD BEEN KEPT AT TOKYO'S 
RENKOJI TEMPLE FOR THE PAST 50 YEARS. 

THEY ALSO REQUESTED HIM TO DIRECT THE GOVERNMENT- 
DEPARTMENT CONCERNED TO TAKE UP THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NETAJI 
MEMORIAL IN THE CAPITAL NEW DELHI AS PART OF THE ENSUING 
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS BEING HELD IN NETAJI' S MEMORY. 

IN AN INTERVIEW TO CNN IN MIYAZAKI IN JAPAN » DR. 
TANEYOSHI YOSHIMI, WHO TREATED NETAJI FOR INJURIES SUSTAINED 
IN A PLANE CRASH AT TAIHOKU ON AUGUST IS, 1945, RECALLED THE 
LAST MOMENTS OF THE INA CHIEF - ONE OF THE GREATEST HEROES OF 
THE INDIAN FREEDOM STRUGGLE. 

''BOSE WAS CARRIED TO HOSPITAL IN A TRUCK, WITH OTHER 
PATIENTS. HE WAS THEN LIFTED BY EIGHT OR TEN PEOPLE, SOLDIERS 
AND NURSES TO A ROOM. HIS ENTIRE BODY WAS BURNT. THE COLOUR OF 
HIS SKIN WAS LIKE OXIDISED 5ILVER AND HIS HAIR WERE COMPLETELY 
BURNT," THE DOCTOR RECOUNTED. MORE PTI VMN VL.C SRE 
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NETAJI 2 LAST : 

NETAJI 2 LAST NEWDEL 

DR YOSHIMI, 82, SAID NETAJI WAS CONSCIOUS BUT IN SEVERE 
PAIN. ''BUT HE NEVER COMPLAINED AT ANY TIME." HOWEVER, HE 
ASKED FOR WATER TO DRINK — IN JAPANESE — SAYING MIZU, MIZU 
MANY TIMES. HE DIED BEFORE MIDNIGHT. 

THE DOCTOR SAID WITH THE THIRD DEGREE BURNS SUSTAINED BY 
THE INDIAN FREEDOM FIGHTER, "I THOUGHT IT WAS ALMOST 
IMPOSSIBLE (HIS SURVIVAL)." 

DR YOSHIMI, WHO MADE NETAJI' S DEATH CERTIFICATE, SPOKE 
TO HIM THROUGH AN INTERPRETER. 

DR YOSHIMI s WHAT CAN I DO FOR YOU? 

NETAJI: MY MEN (THOSE OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF 
AZAD HIND (INDEPENDANT INDIA) AND AZAD HIND FAUJ - INDIAN 
NATIONAL ARMY) WILL COME LATER. PLEASE TAKE CARE OF THEM. HOW 
IS THE CONDITION OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL SHIDEI (WHO WAS ON THE 
SAME FLIGHT AS NETAJI AND WHO DIED INSTANTANEOUSLY) ? I FEEL AS 
IF BLOOD IS RUSHING TO MY HEAD. I WOULD LIKE TO SLEEP FOR A 
WHILE' ' . 

THE DOCTOR SAID AT THAT STAGE HE GAVE NETAJI AN 
INJECTION (POSSIBLY A PAIN KILLER). NETAJI FELL ASLEEP AND 
AFTER SOME TIME, HE WAS NO MORE. PTI VMN VLC SRE 
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PNSTARRBB. .QUESTION NO. >26,6 


RAJYft SABflA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NQ . 266 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 29TH NOVEMBE R . 1955 

BRINGING BACK. NBTAJI * S ASHES 


266. 
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z) nsj^hs-jf. 

Ministry of External Affairi 

New Delhi- 

(jEst J> yvj 


(p 




SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY J q* ^ 

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether there is any proposal under 
Government ' b consideration to bring back to India 
Netaji'e ashes kept in the Renkoji Temple near Tokyo; 

(b) if so, whether the consent of Netaji's wife 
who is residing in Germany, has been taken for the 
purpose; and 

(c) if the answers to Parts 'a' and 'b' above be 
in the affirmative, what plans are being drawn up to 
pay a befitting homage to the great Freedom Fighter? 

MSM • a*i */L 

MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS fzfel 

(SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE) 

(a) & (b) : No final view has been taken on this 

matter till now. 

(c) A National Committee to celebrate 

Netaji's birth centenary has been set up. The first 
* * 
meeting of National Committee to commemorate the birth 

centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is ■ scheduled 

to be held under the Chairmanship of the Prime 

Minister on November 30, 1995. 

****** 
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SHRI SANAT KUMAR MANDAL: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

u 

be pleased to state: 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
TOKYO 


DEC 1 3, 1335 
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(a) Whether the Government have decided to bring back ashes of 
Neta3i Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan so as to install the ashes 
/ " s \ in a suitable memorial during the centenary celebrations 



which belgn early next year; 

(b) If so, the details thereof; 


a 


w 


tyt\~ 

P?(A?) 


(c) the cautious steps that have been taken to confirm that the 
ashes kept in RenKoji Temple near Tokyo are his ashes; 


ay' 


and 


(d) the details of the proposed activities connected with the 
birth centenary celebrations of Netaji which begin in January, 
1996? 


RTP) 


ANSWER 

(QHRI R.L. BHATIA) 




(a) No final view has been taken on this matter till now. 

t 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Two Commissions of Enquiry appointed ! .by the Govt, of India 
and an enquiry by Japanese authorities have concluded that the 
ashes in Renkoji Temple are those of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

(d) A national Committee to celebrate Netaji’s birth centenary 
has been set up. The first meeting of National Committee to 

^.commemorate the birth centenary of "Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is 
scheduled to be held under the Chairmanship of the Prime Minister 
on November 30, 1995. 
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Govt shifts stand on Netaji’s ashes 


By M. K. Tikku 


The Committee will take charge of 

all the activities connected with the 

— — — birth centenary celebrations of 

wpw nPi 141 Hrt ja Netaji which tegm next January. 
NEW DELHI, Oct. 26 ^ SuQday ^ ternool)i External 

Dr Anita Pfaff , daughter of Netaji Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee 
Stibhash Chandra Bose, has agreed drove to Augsburg, about 60 kms 
to serve as ^member of a National from Munich in southern Germany, 
Memorial Committee to be consti- to Mrs Anita Pfaff, who 

tuted shonly with Prime Minister P. teahces economics at the local uni- 
V. Narasimha Rao as its chairman. versify. Her husband, Dr Martin 

Pfaff, also an economics professor is 
a Soda! Democrat member of the 
German Parliament. Mr Mukher- 
jee, who spent a whole evening at 
the Pfaffs home was acompanied by 
Indian ambassador S. K. Lamba and 
an aide of the Minister. 

Mr Mukherjee informed her that 
during the centenary year, the Gov- 
ernment proposed to bring back 
Netaji*s ashes from Japan and have 
these isntalfed at a suitbale memo- 
rial with due ceremony and honour. 
This marks a noticeable shift in the 
Government's position which had 
earlier informed the Parliament that 
the ashes, which have been lying at 
the Renokoji temple in Japan, 


would be brought to India only after 
"a national consensus 1 * was evolved 
resolving the controversy surround- 
ing the circumstances of his myste- 
rious death or disappearance, half a 
century ago. 

Hie shift in the Government's 
position and its apparent keenness 
to cap the controversy, as it were, 
seems to have been triggered by a 
recent report suggesting that three 
Calcutta-based scholars had in fact 
come across documents in the Rus- 
sian archives indicating that Netaji 
had been staying in the Soviet Union 
sometime after his supposed death 
in the 1945 air crash. 

The three scholars — Dr Hari 
Vasudevan, Dr Sobhan Lai Dutta 
Gupta and Dr Purabi Roy — who 
had visited Moscow on behalf of the 
Asiatic Society, had access to a 
member of archival documents, in- 
cluding some KGB files, in the Rus- 
sian capital. 

In the course of the Sunday even- 
ing meeting in Augsburg, Mr 
Mukherjee had shown some papers 


to Mrs Pfaff that contained a re- 
sponse from the Russian Govern- 
ment to a query on the subject made 
by New Delhi earlier. In its reply, 
the Russian Government had stated 
that though the former Soviet reg- 
ime had had some contacts with 
Netaji during the war, there had 
been none after the war was over, 

Mr Mukherjee argued that this 
was conclusive proof that stories 
speaking of Netaji's life (and death) 
in the Soviet Union were without 
basis. He assured his host that his 
senior colleagues in the Govern- 
ment as well as hismelf had great 
admiration for Netaji and they 
would ensure that his birth centen- 
ary year was observed in a befitting 
manner 

Mr Mukherjee stressed that it 
would be in the fitness of things that 
she should attend the first meeting 
of the National Memorial Commit- 
tee. Mrs Pfaff indicated that she 
could be free from her university 
duties only during the Christmas 
break, and so could come to India 
only towards the end of December, 


It was agreed the inaugural meeting 
of the Committee would be con- 
vened around that time. 

Though the Minister lied it up 
rather neatly at the Augsburg end 
during the weekend visitj some 
members of the Bose family in India 
do not even appear half as enthu- 
siastic about the development. 
According to their understanding, 
the three Calcutta academics have a 
lot more up their sleeves based on 
the KGB documents they got to see 
in Moscow and the rather bland de- 
nial of the Russian Government of 
1992 vintage does not dear the pic- 
ture. 

They suspect that after the cava- 
lier treatment meted out to Netaji 
all these years, the ruling party's 
new-found admiration for him may 
just be used to extract pol ideal 
mileage during an election year. 
They strongly feel that the least that 
could be done is to ask the Russian 
Government for a fresh response in 
the light of the three scholars* find- 
ings. 




© 

Yomiuri Shinbun October 24, 1995 

NEW WAVE, S. CHANDRA BOSE, SUPREME COMMANDER OF INA 
(By Hayashi from New Delhi) 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the death of 
Subhas Chandra Bose who led India's freedom struggle 
against the U.K.in alliance with the Japanese army during 
W.W.ll as a supreme commander of the INA. His bereaved 
family and former officers of the INA lunched a campaign 
for the return of Bose’s ashes from Japan to India. In 
Japan many people are also wishing to return the ashes to 
India. 
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The ashes have been kept at the Renkoji Temple in 
Suginami , Tokyo* The Japanese army tried to advance into 
India from Burma in alliance with the INA* But so-called 
the Imphal Military Operation inflicted a fatal blow to 
the INA. Bose decided to go to Manchuria aboard a bomber 
of the Japanese army* He was killed in an air crash over 
Taipei on August 18,1945. 

His funeral was held at the Renkoji Temple* At a request 
of a INA*s Representative Office in Japan, the temple 
agreed to keep the ashes for the time being* Since then 
no Indian government has ever claimed the return of the 
ashes to India* 


People including Mr, Ashish Roy , a New Delhi based 
journalist and Bose's nephew , f ormer TNA's Colonel 
Curubahksh Dhillon ,and former Army Captain S* Yadav are 
lending their voices in aid of a (plan) to return the 
ashes before 1997 which marks Bose's birth centennial* 
Mr. Roy and others have asked the Indian Government to 
make an official request to the temple for the return of 
the ashes* They also asked the Japanese Government to 
furnish the materials with regard to the death .of Bose* 

In commemoration of the 50th anniversary of his death and 
the centenary birth anniversary of Chandra Bose, Mr. Roy 
and others are planing to hold various functions. On 
October 21, as part of the program, they started up a 
"Freedom India Grand March 41 * “I hope the Indian government 
and its people will acknowledge that Bose is a hero of the 
freedom struggle- We will make preparation for a plan to 
hold a government-sponsored ceremony to receive the ashes 
of the hero* 4 ’ said Mr. Roy. 

Each Indian government was reluctant to handle this 
delicate issue, which caused great delay in the settlement 
of the issue* Public opinion and historians* views are 


sharply divided into two over - the evaluation of Bose* 
"Bose was elected president of the Congress which had 
played a leading role in an independence movement of 
India* Calling for armed struggle in alliance with Japan 
and Nazi Germany Bose was confronted with Mahatma Gandhi 
over a policy of non£- violence * Bose had left the party* 
Bose has been regarded as a 'radical dissident 1 by many 
historians" said Mr* Bipan Chandra, 


Bose is respected as a hero in his native state of West 
Bengal* Some people who still have an anti-British 
sentiment are the opinion;-" Thanks to a strong protest 
movement against British-led INA trial after W . W * 1 1 , a 
speed of India's independence was accelerated*" 


Bose formed the Forward Bloc after he left the Congress* 
Many members of the Bloc do not believe Bose's death in 
air crash as" a fabricated story." Indian government's 
investigation in 1956 failed to produce objective evidence 
to show that the ashes were real ashes of Bose* Thus they 
could hardly accept ( Bose's death) * Even some of the 
bereaved family believe that Bose is still alive* 


"We can persuade those who are opposing to the return of 
the ashes* It is a matter of time." said Mr*Koy* "I can 
not die before the ashes of the hero is returned*" said 
Mr* Yadav who is over 70-year old. However , consens us 
the ashes has not/built yet even today. 
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Pranab’s mission revives Netaji’s death row «L 


From Subhamoy C hatter jee 

CALCUTTA, Oct. 21 
’ External Affairs Minister Pranab 
Mukherjee’s reported unscheduled 
airdash from New York to Germany 
yesterday to try and secure consent 
of Netaji’s wife, Mrs Emily Shenkel 
Basu and daughter* Ms Anita Basu, 
on bringing “Netaji’s ashes* 1 from 
Japan has raked up the controveisy 
over the great patriot’s death in the 
Taihoku aircrash. 



The Forward Bloc* veteran 
followers of Netaji and some of his 
close relations have also called into 
question* the motive of the ruling 
party at the Centre in attempting 
this at a time when some recent 
findings claim to have pointed to 
Netajrs having been in Siberian L 
Russia a year after the alleged crash. 

A front page news item in the 
mass circulation A non da Bazar 
Fatrika today reported that Mr 
Mufcherjee’s Berlin mission* 
apparently undertaken with the 
knowledge of the Prime Minister, 
was received with a sense of shock 
and suspicion by Netaji’s ardent 
supporters. It was said in the story 
that Mr Mukherjee was trying to 
bring back the “ashes” * kept in the 
Renkojj Temple near Tokyo for 
over four decades, to India so that 
the nation could pay a befitting 
homage to the great leader in his 
centenary year. The authorities in 
Japan, wtuch the External Affairs 
Minister visited recently* had also 
expressed the wish that the “ashes” 
of the INA commander-in-chicf be 
taken to his own country. 

Commenting on this 
development, Forward Bloc’s 


general secieary Chi tta Basu , said 
that the party made its position clear 
after the Prime Minister had issued a 
statement in Singapore that the 
Government of India could not 
bring back the ashes due to the 
Opposition of some political parties, 
indirectly implying Forward Bloc. 
Mr Basu said he had written to Mr 
Rao that the late Prime Minister* 
Morarji Desai* had told Parliament 
that the (Government receivedsome 
information subsequent to the 
findings of the Shah Nawaz Khan 
and Khosia Committees. On the 
basis of that it could be said that the 
aircrash was not the conclusive 
’s death. This 
i the Government’s 

position. 

“Unless he died in the aircrash * 
how can you say that this was his 
ashes*” the Forward Bloc leader 
asked. Mr Basu also said that he had 
a discussion with Mr Mukherjee at 
the personal level. The latter had 
said he would resume the dialogue 
which he never did, 

Netaji’s nephew, Mr Amiya Nath 
Basu * said he had written to the 
Prime Minister stating that there 
was sufficient evidence of Netaji’s 


proof of Netaji’s 
continued to be t 


being in Russia in 1946. He said that 
an American bomber crashed at 
Taihoku in 1944 and photographs of 
r the wreckage * ‘were attempted to be’ 
passed off as the damaged plane in 
which Subhas Chandra Bose was 
alleged to be travelling”. He 
demanded that the Government of 
India ask the Government of Russia 
to allow examination of the KGB 
files and request the Governments 
of the UK and the US A to disclose 
their intelligence files about Netaji. 

He alleged that a request had 
been made on behalf of the 
Government of India not to show 
any file regarding Netaji to Indian 
scholars visiting that country. The 
allusion was to the visit by a team 
from the Asiatic Society in Calcutta. 

According to Mr Samar Guha, a 
Netaji’s follower and a former 
member of the Lok Sabha, the 
Society team had stumbled on some 
“revealing facts” indicating that 
Netaji was in Omsk, a town near 
Bladivostok in Siberia. Similar 
indications were given by Mr 
Vinogradov, a Russian scholar * in a 
journal named “Echoplanety” in 
1992. 

Mr Guha alleged that the Society 


scholars were not allow ed to visit 
Omsk, Mr Mukherjee , he alleged * 
had summoned the Indian 
'Ambassador in Russia* Mr Ramen 
Sen to Delhi and also met the 
Society scholars. He allegedly asked 
them “not to go ahead with their 
inquiries”. It was after this that Mr 
Mukherjee visited Japan, He said 
Mr Mukherjee had tried to seek the 
consent of Netaji’s wife and 
daughter before on the question of 
bringing the so-called ashes. Now he 
was trying his best as “things are 
coming to a climax”. 

Incidentally* there is a petition 
before the Supreme Court 
challenging the conferment of the 
Bharat Ratna to Netaji 
“posthumously”. 

Mr Amiya Nath Basu said getting 
the consent of Anita Basu who could 
not have any information regarding 
the Taihoku aircrash “has no 
probative value and is of no 
consequence”. He said he had told 
the Prime Minister in his letter that 
ft would be “an act of sacrilege to 
foist the Renkoji Temple ashes on 
the people of India when they are 
not the ashes of Subhas Chandra 
Bose”. 
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N. Ravi 

Minister/Deputy Chief of Mission 


No.TOK/1 02/2/92 


September 22, 1995 


Dear 


Please refer to your letter No,4048/JS{EA}/95 dated 4th 
September, 1 995. We have initiated action to ascertain whether film clippings 
on Netaji's activities are available here. We will keep you posted about further 
progress in this regard. 

With best wishes, 


Yours 



sincerely, 

( N. Ravi ) 


Shri T.C.A. Rangachari, 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


/n 





T.C.A. Rangachari 
Joint Secretary (EA) 

* 

Tele : 3012760 


no. jji(efi') h 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 


4 September, 1995 


Dear Shri Ravi, 


I am annexing a copy of a letter from the All India 
Freedom Fighters' Organisation addressed to EAM. 


I 2 - 

to 


^ ^ . You might wish to have some discreet enquiries made as 

to whether any such film clippings exist. 



Yours sincerely. 



(T.C.A. Ranga^hgtri) 


TOKYO . 
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i/y ? lc 

66 8523 
PHONE : 66 1242 
6867617 


ALL INDIA FREEDOM FIGHTERS’ ORGANISATION 

RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION CENTRE OF FREEDOM MOVEMENT 


Working President : 

SHEEL BHADRA YAJEE, ex - M. P. 
General Secretary : 

SHASHI BRUSH AN, ex M P. 
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SECULAR HOUSE 
9/1, Institutional Area, (Opp. JNU) 
Aruna Asa! Ali Marg, 
NEW DELHI - 110 067 


August 30 , 1995 


Dear Shri Pranab Mukherjee, 


For us freedom fighters, it is a culmination of our 
persistent effort over a period of nearly three decades that 
National Museum of the INA in the Salimgarh Fort and the National 
Museum - o~T~Freedom Movement (from the Battle of Plassey in 1757 to 
the Movement for Merger of Princely States in the Union of India 
in 1948—49 and the Liberation of Goa in 1961 ) are being 


establ ished . 


I write this to seek your help in making the National Museum 
of the INA a grand repository of the heroic record of the Indian 
National Army as well as of the life and work of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose . 


As you know, some filmed record of the activities of Netaji 
was prepared by the Japanese and it must be preserved in the 
Japanese archives. ' 


It shall be highly appropriate the film clippings of the 
days of formation of the INA are obtained from Japan and 

perserved in the INA Museum so that these mi ght be available for 

research scholars and might also be used for making a film on the 
life of Netaji. 


I request you to kindly write to the Foreign Minister of the 
Japanese Government and also to our Ambassador in Tokyo to 
procure these documentory films of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
from Japan for the National Museum of the INA. 


With regards, 


Yours sincerely. 


(Shashi Bhushan ) 
ex-M.P. 


Shri Pranat; -Mukherjee . 
Minister.^6f External Affairs, 
Governfnent of India, 

New Delhi. 
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Ashes not of 

b Netaji, 
says nephew 


The Timet of India Newt 


CALCUTTA, September 4: 
Amiya Nath Bose, nephew 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and the eldest surviv- 
ing , member of the Bose 
fafljfly, has in a letter to 
Prime Minister P.V, 
Narasimha Rao, made it 
cle^t|iflt the family did not 
consider the ashes preserved 
at the Renkoji temple in 
Tokyo belonged to Netaji, 
Mr Bose has written the 
letter in the context of the 
Pprime Minister’s recent re- 



mark while on a visit to 
M^aysia about the dif- 
ficulties in bringing back to 
In4j$ the ashes of Netaji 
fmnvthe Renkoji temple in 


In “ his reply > the Prime 
Minister said he had taken 
note 1 of the contents of Mr 
Bose% letter. 


In .his letter, Mr Bose said 
he had conclusive documen- 
tary evidence that Netaji was 
alftfcln the Soviet Union till 
Jui^-22, 1946. He had no 
knowledge what happened to 
Netaji after that date, “But 
one thing is certain that the 
ashes kept at the Renkoji 
tenjijije are not the ashes of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bq^” he asserted, 

Mr ‘Bose said he was con- 
vinced that there had not 
been any air crash at 
Taihoku airport on August 
i g^ 1 945, when Netaji was 
believ ed to have been killed. 
He said U.S, intelligence re- 
port said the photograph of 
the '^damaged plane shown 
was in fact . that of an 
American bomber which 
crashed at Taihoku airport 
in 1944, 

The letter also discloses the 
fact that Gandhiji, after talk- 
ing^ to Col. Habibur 
Rahaman who accompanied 
in the plane journey 
ifp^j Saigon to Taihoku, 
came to the conclusion that 
&}i*ta]i had not died in the air 
qrasfft In fact, Gandhiji fore- 
bade' Netaji ’s family to per- 
form any shradh ceremony. 

■ i '* I L ■ 11 — 


THE PRIME MINISTER HAS ASSURED THAT THE REMAINS OF NETAJI SUBHASH 
CHANDRA BOSE AND OTHER FREEDOM FIGHTERS OF THE INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY 
I WILL BE TAKEN CARE OF AND BROUGHT TO INDIA FROM JAPAN WHEN THE 
f APPROPRIATE TIME COMES STOP MR NARASIMHA RAO ASSURED A FREEDOM 
FIGHTER i WHO IS SETTLED IN MALAYSIA THAT THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT 
AT PRESENT FINDS IT DIFFICULT TO ACT ON THIS ISSUE BECAUSE THERE 
ARE SOME WHO SAY THAT NETAJI IS STILL ALIVE STOP ITEM 
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COLLS A-122/MEA/RP/T0KY0/042150 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku. TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 INDEMH J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 
Fax: 03(323 4)4 866 

August 25, 1 995 


My dear 

Please refer to the correspondence concerning the 
ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. As you are aware, 
a memorial service is held every year on August 18, which 
is the death anniversary of Netaji. This ceremony is 
normally attended by Minister (Consular) in the Embassy. 



if 

AMD ASS ADOR 

No. TOK 1/01 /z/^z 









2. I attach a copy of a note recorded by Minister 
(Consular) after he attended this year's ceremony. You will 
notice that the remarks by the Priest and others confirm our 
assessment sent earlier that there should be no problem in 
continuing to keep the ashes in their present location till 
other arrangements can be made. 



Shri T.C.A. Rangachari, 
Joint Secretary (EA), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 


- (Kuidip bahdev) 

V 









On Aug. 18, 1995, I attended the memorial service at the 
Renkoji Temple organised by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy 
tD mark the 50th death anniversary. It may be recalled that the 
organisers had called last year's memorial service as the 50th 
memorial service "as per the calculations of the Buddhist tradi- 
tion." This year's ceremony also was called the 50th memorial 
service. On my casual query with the organisers, they replied 
with a smile. It appears that the "Buddhist tradition was used 
by Mr. Hayashi, Secretary of the Academy, last year to support 
his announcement that last year’s memorial service was going to 
be the last service - being the 50th memorial service. 

2. The memorial service was held at 1 p.m. in the main temple 
and was conducted by Rev. Mochizuki, son of late Rev. Mochizuki 
who had received Netaji 's ashes at this temple. About 50 persons 
attended the service this year like in previous years. Only last 
year the attendance was about 70 because of the announcement that 
that was going to be the last memorial service. After the con- 
clusion of the memorial service at about 2 p.m. all the 50 per — 
sons moved to a hall where speeches were delivered by members of 
the Subhash Chandra Bose Academy and other guests. The speeches 
mostly related to reminiscenes of their association with Netaji 
and INA as most of the members of the Academy had known Netaji 
personally and remember Netaji with great personal regard and af- 
fection. Towards the end of the function, I was also asked to 
speak a few words. In a brief speech, I thanked Rev. Mochizuki, 
Mr. Hayashi and other functionaries of the Academy for organising 
the function. I pointed out that the function organised this 
year witnessed much more enthusiasm and dynamism among the mem- 
bers of the Academy. As desired by the Ambassador, I also in- 
formed the audience that our Foreign Minister Shri Pranab 
Mukerjee is planning to visit Tokyo on the invitation of the 
government of Japan and he may like to visit Renkoji Temple 
sometime during Sept. 6-8, 1995. I added that detailed programme 
will be communicated to Mr. M. Hayashi as and when finalised. 

3. Mr. M. Hayashi, Secretary of the Academy, stated in his 
speech that members of the Academy were very hopeful that 
Netaji 's ashes will be repatriated with honour to India before 
his birth centenary falling in 1997. He referred to a letter 
received by Mr. T. Shimoda, a member of the Academy from one 
Mr.L. Joychandra Singh, a journalist of Imphal (Manipur, India) 
who had visited Renkoji Temple, Tokyo, about 4 years ago. He 
requested Mr. Shimoda to read out the letter. Mr. Shimoda dis- 
tributed copies of the letter (at Appendix A) to several members 
of the audience along with a press clipping from 'The Telegraph’ 
dt. Aug, 4, 1995 (at Appendix B) covering our Prime Minister's 
reply given in Kuala Lumpur to an Did freedom fighter "on the 
question of bringing back the remains of Netaji to India". Mr. 
Shimoda explained to the audience the differing opinions held in 
India about the death of Netaji and pointed out Mr. L. 
Joychandra Singh’s proposal that one Russian language knowing 

1 
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person of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy, Japan, should 
accompany Mr . Si ngh to Moscow to read the documents about the 
death of Netaji. Mr. Hayashi replied to this proposal on behalf 
Df the members of the Netaji Academy. He asserted that all the 
members of the Academy believed beyond doubt that Netaji ' s ashes 
are kept at Renkoji Temple and anything else is a rumour. He 
added that in view of this belief Joychandra Singh's proposal 
made no sense and deserved no consi derat i on. 

4. Like previous years, the function was attended by TV and 
press reporters. The names of two TV reporters who met me are 
enclosed. While I was coming out of the temple after the func- 
tion, TV Tokyo reporter asked me two questions in front of the TV 
camera. One question related to the government of India's posi- 
tion regarding the issue of repatriation of Netaji ' s ashes to In- 
dia. I replied that this issue was still under consider ion of 
the government of India and there was nothing new which I could 
add. The second question related to whether our Foreign Minis- 
ter is definitely visiting the Renkoji Temple, I replied that 
the programme of the Foreign Minister's visit is still being 
finalised and we will come to know of his detailed programme in 
due course. 

5. Though Gaimusho officials have always been invited in the 
past, they have not been attending this function during the last 
few years. This year Director, South-West Asia Division, Mr. 
Voshihiko Kamo, and Mr. Masaharu Shi muz u also of the same Divi- 
sion, visited the temple for about half-an-hour while the 
memorial service was in progress. They came after the memorial 
service had started and left before it ended. After the service 
I came to know of their presence. Later I talked to Mr. Shimuzu 
on phone who said that they wanted to see the condition of the 
temple in the context of the impending visit of our Foreign Min- 
ister. He added that they found the tempi e in good condi ti on . 

6 . During my informal talk with members of the Academy I 
gathered that most of the members are very enthusiastic about 
continuing the memorial service. Even Rev. Mochizuki is reported 
to have told members of the Academy that if members of the 
Academy are not in a position to continue this serive due to 
their old age at any future stage, he would be happy to carry out 
the serive every year. Other members like Mr. Okuda, Managing 
Director, Saudi Arabia Airlines, Tokyo, Mr. Kawamura who was 
formerly running a public accounts office expressed that memorial 
service will never stop. 
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C. JOYCHANDRA SINGH 

Fax. no.- 0091-385-225544. Prajataalta Imphal ifgjg [°] 

0091-385 -222936 (220471 [r] 

L ' 


0C91 -385-220471 



Tele — PRAJATANTRA, IMPHAL. PRAJATANTRA BUILDINGS 

IMPHAL. M AN 1PUR i INOIA, 


( 

Imphal 7 Aug 1995. 

Dear Mr. T. 

Shim 0 da. 


Our Prime Minister is very much willing to bring the 
"Remains" of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose from- Japan to India. 
He expressed his desire at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 3rd 
August 1995 to Mr. S. G. Gill. The newspaper cutting of it 

I 

is enclosed herewith. 

Mr*. Chitta Basu, MP, General Secretary, Forward Bloc 
who came to me -at Imphal twice requested me to confirm the 
^ death of Nfetaji on 18 August 1945 at Taipei from Russia. 

My friend in Germany Mr. Elke Wijithapala wrote me a 
letter that the documents- of the death of Netaji has been 
lying at 

** USSR, RSFSR 

Maly Karetn-y 12 
I03I5I MostfOw 
MEMORIAL 
Phone - 2991180 

I have been trying to visit Moscow for the. last 2-3 
years, but I can’t do so because I cannot go alone'' there. 

I want to accompany a person who knows Russian language very 
^ fluently. 

Would you kindly consider to request to some ■ 
important member of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose Academy, 

Japan to find out the possibility of visiting there (Moscow) 
to study War Records connected with Taipei plane crash. 







L. JOYCHANDRA SINGH 
* 




Fax> no.— 0091 — 385 — 225544, Prajatantra Imphfll 
0091—385-222936 
0C91— 385— 220471 


5 220147 [o] 
221538 [o] 
220471 LR] 


Tele— PRAJATANTRA, IMPHAL. 


C2T 


prajatantra buildings 

IMPHAL. MANIPUR. INDIA, 


Once we got' the confirmation; of the death of TTetaji Subash 
Chandra Bose, I think the forward Bloc which has been 
objecting bringing of the "Remains” (ashes) of Subash 
Chandra Bose to India will not object it. 

I shall be very grateful, if you kindly consider to 
discuss this' matter with the important members of the 
Subash Chandra Bose Academy to find out the ways and means 
for visiting Moscovj to study the War Records and locate the 
documents of the death of Netaji from Russian side. 

An early comment or views on this subj'ect will be 
highly appreciated. 

With kind regafds, 


Yoi^rs sincerely 
( L. Joychandra Singh ) 


ff? 




Following renewed threats by tenons* groups and the recent bomb blasts in Jammu city, the administration has 
decided to deploy nearly 40,000 Jawana drawn from the Army, BSF, CRPF and the J & K Polios for the smooth 
conduct of the Amamath Yatra, which started on Aug, 1st from Jammu. 

Security Forces are already setting up Check Post and Bunkers all along the 49 km track Irom Pahalgam to the Holy 

Shrine , situated a height of more than 12,464 ft. ' 

The Army has a] so.formed. special 'Crack Teams', -The -devotees wilt be escorted by army troops. 


Rao on Netaji’s ‘remains’ 


KUALA LUMPUR. Aug. 3. - 
The Prime Minister, Mr P. V, 
Narasimha Rao, today told an 
old freedom fighter here that the 
"remains" of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose could not be 
brought back to India from Japan 
because "there is a political 
party that still thinks that he is 
alive". 

Mr S. G. Gill, a 71-year old 
Sikh businessman, got up al the* 
nd of Mr Rao’s lunch with 
Malaysian businessmen at Hotel 
Concorde to ask why Bose's 
"remains" were still in Tokyo 
and why the Indian Government 
was not making any efforts 
towards taking them over half a 
century after his "death". He 
said INA patriots and their 
progenies had been pursuing 
this demand for a long time. 


From, TARUN BASU 

Mr Rao said he had visited the , 
place in Tokyo where Nclaji’s 
"remains" were kept and had 
spoken to the old couple who 
were doing a great service to 
India by preserving them. "But 
my real difficulty is that there is 
a political party, ihe Forward 
Bloc, which still thinks that 
Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose is 
alive. 

"How do you think of the 
’remains' of a person who is still 
supposed to be alive? It is not 
not an easy matter. There is a 
whole lot of emotional overtones 
to the issue", Mr Rao said to 
laughter. 

But Mr Rao hoped that there 
would be a time in the not loo 
distant future when the con- 
troversy would end and it would 
be possible to bring his 


"remains" back. Meanwhile, he 
assured Mr Gill that all’ ne- 
cessary steps were being taken 
for the proper preservation of 
the "remains". 

Mr Gill later said his work as 
an INA activist in then Malaya 
was to assemble and conceal 
radio transmitters and receivers 
inside musical instruments like 
the harmonium to keep in con- 
tact with INA activists in Indio* 

He said INA activists here ran 
Azad Hind Schools which was 
attended by writers like Sarat 
Chandra Chatlerjee. His brother. 
Amrik Singh Gilb was sentenced 
to death Tor subversive activities 
by the British which was then 
commuted to life imprison- 
ment. 

— India 

Abroad News Service. 
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TTOCiO IS 


MAMI 1SHIKAWA 

INTERNATIONAL DIVISION 
NEWS DEPARTMENT 

TELEVISION TOKYO CHANNEL 12, LTD. 

4*3*12. TORAKOMQN, MSNATO^KU, PHONE 1031 5473-3256 

TOKYO. JAPAN. T|05*I2 TLX J2S47S TWELVETV. 

CABLE TWELVETV. 
FAX (031 £473-3447 


NAOKO SAITO 

OFFICE TWO -ONE INC. 


% TV-ASAHl 

1-1-K ROPPONCI. MINATG-KU. TOKYO. 106 JAPAN 
PHONE: {03) 3587-5766 
FAX : 103) 35BS 6030 


THE YOMIURf SHIMBUN 


TOSHINAO ISHII 

STAFF WRITER 
FOREIGN NEWS DEPARTMENT 


i^TEMACHf. CHf VODA-K U. 
TV 100-56 JAPAN 


PHONE: 03-3 24 3-1 II 1 
DIRECT: 0 3-3 2 1 7-808 2 
FAX: 0 3-3 2 4 6-0 S 6 8 
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IND EMBASSY TOKYO ‘ 

FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

SHRI YOGESHWAR VARMA, DIRECTOR CJ-K) , AP DIVISION 
FROM SUNIL JAIN , FSCP AND I) 

SHRI G. MUKHOPADHAYA , DIRECTOR(XP) » MEA 





FOLLOWING IS FREE TRANSLATION OF AN ARTICLE IN TOKYO SHIMBUN 
OF 20TH FEBRUARY BY ITS NEW DELHI CORRESPONDENT, SHRI V. GUPTA : 


INDIA'S HERO CHANDRA BOSE: HIS FAMILY HAS STARTED 
THE PROCESS OF TAKING BACK THE ASHES WHICH ARE 
IN JAPAN: NEW DELHI BY V. GUPTA 



THIS YEAR IS THE 50 YEAR AFTER THE DEATH OF INDIA'S HERO 
DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR, SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE WHO IS SUPPOSED 
TO HAVE DIED IN AN AIR CRASH IN TAIWAN. HIS FAMILY HAS STARTED 
THE PROCESS OF TAKING BACK THE ASHES FROM JAPAN. THE ASHES 
WERE BROUHT TO JAPAN DURING THE CHAOTIC PERIOD OF THE WAR AND 
THEY REMAINED HERE SINCE THEN. HIS FAMILY IS SAYING' '*1997 
IS BOSE'S IttTH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY AND WE WANT TO HAVE THEM BY 
THAT TIME' ' . 

THE RETURN IS INITIATED BY A JOURNALIST IN NEW DELHI, MR. 

ASHISH RAY (42) . MR RAY IS THE GRANDSON OF BOSE'S ELDER BROTHER. 

INDIA GOT ITS INDEPENDENCE THROUGH THE NON-COOPERATION 
MOVEMENT OF MAHATMA GANDHI, BUT BOSE ALSO WORKED FOR INDIA'S 
INDEPENDENCE BY PROTESTING AGAINST ENGLAND'S COLONISATION SINCE 1942 
AND RECEIVED ASSISTANCE FROM JAPAN. HE WAS KNOWN IN INDIA BY THE 
NICK NAME NETAJI, GIVEN TO HIM PEOPLE FOR HIS VALIANT PATRIOTISM, 
^(HIS LIFE AND WORKS IS INCLUDED IN THE SCHOOL TEXT BOOKS AS HE HAS 
A LEGENDARY EXISTENCE. BOSE ESTABLISHED INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY 45 
YEARS AGO AND ATTACKED IMPHAL WHICH IS THE INDIAN TERRITORY TODAY 
ALONGWITH THE JAPANESE ARMY, BUT FAILED. JUST AFTER THE JAPANESE 
DEFEAT IN THE WAR ON 18TH AUGUST, HE MET WITH AN ACCIDENT WHEN HE 
HALTED AT JAIPEI AIRPORT WHILE GOING FROM VIETNAM TO DURIEN , CHINA. 


AFTER THE ACCIDENT, BOSE WAS CREMATED IN TAIWAN AND THE 
CONCERNED PEOPLE BROUGHT THE ASHES TO RENKOJI (TEMPLE) IN 
SUGINAMI-KU, TOKYO. MR. RAY HAS ALREADY VISITED JAPAN IN MAY LAST 
YEAR AND HAD ASKED (JAPANESE) FOREIGN MINISTRY'S COOPERATION. 

HE ALSO WENT TO THE TEMPLE AND SAW THE REMAINS. HE IS GOING TO 
PURSUE THE MATTER POSITIVELY. 

HOWEVER, IN INDIA HERE IS A GROUP WHICH DOES NOT ACCEPT THAT 
BOSE IS DEAD AND THAT THOSE ARE HIS ASHES. AFTER THE WAR, MANY 
TIMES THE ISSUE OF RETURN OF THE REMAINS CAME UP BUT EVERY TIME 
IT DIED DOWN BECAUSE OF SUCH PROTEST. THUS, EVEN THIS TIME THE 
MOVE ON GOVERNMENT LEVEL IS DULL REGARDING THE RETURN OF THE REMAINS. 

TWO YEARS LATER, ON 23RD JANUARY, 1997 IS THE BIRTH CENTENARY 
OF BOSE. MR. RAY IS THINKING OF REALIZING THE RETURN BY THAT TIME. 
"THE REMAINS ARE CERTAINLY THAT OF BOSE. THE RELATIVES ARE OLD AND 
I AM THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN MOVE AROUND. THIS TIME I CERTANLY WANT 
TO REALIZE THE RETURN (OF THE REMAINS)," WERE THE WORDS OF DETERMINED 
(MR. RAY). 

INDEMBASSY TOKYO 

COLLS : T-407 TKY/SM 24 19: DO JST 
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SECRET 


TR^fRRT, iffipft 

Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku. TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 
Fax: 03(3234)4866 


No. TOK/ 102/2/92 


September 27, 1994 


Dear Ran jit. 

Kindly refer to your letter No. 3379- 
JS(AP)/94 dated September 16, 1994 regarding 
Netaji's death. 


In response to a query by the Embassy to the 
Gaimusho, the latter sent a letter dated July 24, 
1956 informing that the cremation permit in the 
name of Mr. Okura is believed to be that of Mr. 
Subhash Chandra Bose. A copy of Gaimusho' s letter 
dated July 24, 1956, as well as a copy of the death 
certificate of Mr. Ichiro Okura, is enclosed. 


Shri R.S. Kalha 
Joint Secretary (AP) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
NEW DELHI 



Yours sincerely 
( Prakash Shah) 








July 24, 1966 


Dear Mr. Dar, 


J 


r 


With reference to your letter NO. F,5(1)NG0»I 
of May 30th, 1966, and my letter dated June 14th, 

i 

1956, I wish to inform you that the following 
reply has been received from Mr. K. Horiuchi, 
Ambassador of Japan at Taipei, to our enquiry made 


on this matter: 

1. "Doctor's Report" and "Police Report" as 
mentioned In Mr. Bar's letter could not be 
traced at Taipei in spite of all efforts. 

2. As to "Cremation Permit" a certified copy 
of the original document on cremation permit 
which is helcpy the Bureau of Health and Hygiene 
Taipei Municipal Office,. could be obtained. 

The document mentions the^name of ICHIRO OKURA 
as the deceased and that of TANEYOSHI YOSHIMI 
as the applicants Since the death of Mr. 

Suhhas Chandra Bose was kept strictly confidential 
at that time, It is believed that this 
cremation permit on ICHIRO OKURA must, correspond 
to the case for late Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Therefore, I wish to enclose herewith the 

above-mentioned copy of "Cremation Permit" together 

with its translation in English. 

. l 

f 

Yours sincerely, 


Sd/- Hisaji Hattorl 

Chief of 4th Section 
Aslan Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


Mr* A.K.Dar , 
First Secretary, 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo. 





No. Name of 
Disease 


2640 


2641 Heart 
Attack 


Date of Death Place of Burial Occupation 

Date of Permission & Cremation. 

Date of Cremation 


Aug. 19, 1945 
Aug, 21, 1945 
Aug. 22, 1945 


Municipal Non-regular Male 
Crematory staff mem- 
* ber of Army 
Forces. 


Sex Permanent Name of Date of Applicant 
Domicile Deceased Birth 
Present Address Name 

address. 


No.l,2-Chome, Ichiro . April 9, Unit Taneyoshi || 
Dogenzaka, (Dkura 1900. No .21123 Yosblml 
Shibuya-ky , 

Tokyo. ! 

No,2,3-chome , * 

Nogi-machi 
Taipei City 





Examined and authenticated by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

SEA L. Sd/- Yasutoru Asahina 

Secretary, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
(Archives Section). 


% 


It is certified that the above statement, abstracted 
from the original document on cremation permit, 

Is correct and true. 


July 14, 1956. 


ureau of Health & ^iene, 
line! Municipal Office. (SeaiedJ 
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R.S. KALHA. 

JOINT SECRET ARY ( AP ) 



ZZ^°i - JsM P?/9 V 


S ECRET /MOST IMMEDI ATE 

fgpT^r ijiran, fcFsft-u 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 


AC 


Sept- 16th. 1994 




dxjU'L TrcJiAA^k. 


/ 


Shn Ashish Ray, CNN Correspondent here. has 
written to the Foreign Secretary to state that in 1956 
Japanese Government investigated and continued 
Netaji's death, following the air crash. He has also 
stated that this report was handed over to the 
Government and exists in the files of the Embassy of 
India in Tokyo. Grateful if you could let us know if 
such a report exists and if you could send us a copy. 






-5 


Shri Prakash Shah, 
Ambassador of India, 

Toky ln , 




Hr 7, 
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Yours sincerely. 



( R.S. Kalha > 
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ASHIS C. RAY 
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10 August, 1994. 


H. E. Shri Prakash Shah 
Ambassador for India in Japan 
TOKYO . 


Dear Ambassador, 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of a memo I prepared on the subject 
of Netaji's "ashes". I sent this to Shri Amar Nath Varma, Princi- 
pal Secretary to the Prime Minister of India. I also attach his 
reply. 

I am about to write to Mr Tanizaki to remind him about the clari- 
fication and additional information, if any, I had sought from 
him. I shall send you a copy of this as well. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely. 



I 


1 


I 





AS 




SLUG 

WRITER 

DAY / DATE/ T I ME 

REV . BY 

ON 

STATUS 

TIME 

NETAJI'S "ASHES" 

Delhi 

Mon Jul 25 11:57 

Delhi 

Aug 01 

15:33 READY 

7:28 


PREAMBLE 


As is well known, ashes, said to be the mortal remains of Nefcaji Subha a Chandra 
Bose, have been kept- at* Tokyo's Renko-ji temple since 194S, These have been 
preserved with due care and respect by a succession of head priests of the 
temple. It is most commendable that the Government of India has, over the 
years, albeit unof f icial iy , assisted this work. 

While shouldering an onerous responsibi 1 i ty , the priests in question have never 
complained about this nor have they ever created any pressure to be relieved of 
the same. However, the present head priest of the temple, like his predecessor, 
feels that it is only appropriate that the "ashes *' return to India and this is 
also the unanimous view of remaining Japanese associates of Netaji- 

If the "ashes" do indeed belong to Netaji, then, perhaps, every effort should 
be made to bring them back to India. And with the highest possible honour. 

For this to happen, those who disbelieve the story of his death in a plane 
crash - namely a few members of the Bose family {most of whom think otherwise), 
the Forward Bloc and some diehard individuals - need to be convinced to the 
contrary . 

And all legal hurdles to transfer of the "ashes" to Indian soil need to be 
removed . 

23 January, 1997 will mark Nefcaji *s birth centenary. It would be a feather in 
the central government's cap if the "ashes" arrive in India on 23 January, 

1996, and are, if desired, taken around the country during the centenary year 
before being dealt with as the family wishes. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 


The opposition to the plane crash story is not entirely unreasonable. As per 
this incident, Nefcaji died in unusual circumstances, there is no 
photographic record of his dead body . And the "cremation certificate" claimed 
to relate to the last rites is in the name of a Japanese national, described as 
at member of the armed forces and whose birth date is different from 
Neta j i J s * 

Such dixc.r&peri<zy was attempted to be explained away by the Japanese government 
as reflective of a need to maintain secrecy about Nefcaji ‘s death. Yet, it was 
Japan which released to the world the news of the air crash. 

The reported accident - on 18 August, 1945 - took place only days after Japan's 
surrender in World War II. It is understandable that the Japanese were shell 
shocked by the turn of events and there was utter confusion and a complete 
lack of co-ordination among them. And it is quite possible that while Tokyo was 
making public news of Nefcaji ' s death, Japanese officials in Taihoku, in the 
absence of any instruction, thought it prudent to keep the matter conf idenfcial , 
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CREMAT ION CERTIFICATE WAS NOT IN NETAJI ‘S NAME IS* THEREFORE* NECESSARY , 

Indeed, a comprehensive statement, ideally by the Japanese Prime Minister, 
to clear the foggy atmosphere of the past 49 years may be most helpful . The 
Japanese government is likely to oblige, Japanese leaders, in recent times, 
have made a habit of apologising to Asian countries for treatment meted out to 
them during Japanese occupation of these nations during World War II. While 
Japan did not commit any crime against India, the post - war confusion resulting 
in a lack of a clear cut statement on the Netaji affair has, arguably, 
contributed to the deadlock over the “ashes". 

For 11 years after the purported disaster, Japan made no effort to produce an 
official report on what happened. This led to unchecked speculation. On the 
one hand, the plane crash was dismissed - notably by the British - as just the 
thing Netaji would do to escape the clutches of the Anglo-Americans, and on the 
o t her , various t heor i es emer g ed a bou t h i s wher ea bou t s - 

Besides, pro-Netaji elements were skeptical of Pandit Nehru and his motives. 
They rejected the findings of the Inquiry Committee headed by Shah Nawaz Khan 
in 1956. 4 It would be fair to say that this probe was not conducted in a 
professional manner.) And also found unacceptable the conclusions of the Khosla 
Commission - in the 197Qs - as they unnecessarily went beyond its brief by 
making political statements in favour of the Nehru -Gandh i s and against Netaji. 

However, in 1956, the Japanese government investigated and confirmed Netaji 'a 
death following the crash. And handed over this report to the Indian 
government. THE SAME DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN MADE PUBLIC TILL DATE. Copies 
of the report exist in files at both the Ministry of External Affairs and the 
Indian Embassy in Tokyo, They are marked “TOP SECRET”. Yet, no harm could ever 
have come from publicising this as well as some other documents similarly 
classified. The skeptics will find it difficult to accuse the Japanese of an 
ulterior motive or a vested interest. Release of the report and related papers 
can, therefore, only have a very positive impact in persuading them to 
reconcile themselves to reality. 

It is equally important to obtain from Russian authorities that Netaji never 
visited the Soviet Union after 18 August, 1945, if this is indeed the case. 
Opponents of the plane crash story believe that Netaji slipped away to the 
Soviet Union. It is true that he had planned to do so. But this was cut short 
by his seemingly premature death. 

Moreover, a clarification is required from the British government on its 
stand until at least the late 1940s that Netaji did not die in the plane crash. 
(The chances are that Whitehall at some stage altered this view. ) 




jfer 


Colonel Habibur Rahman, Netaji 's ADC, who survived the crash, told his son, 
Naeemur, who now lives in Islamabad, that the aircraft failure was caused by 
SABOTAGE by Chinese technicians (hostile towards the Japanese, not Netaji — 
several senior Japanese military officers were on the flight) at Taihoku 
atirport - this is new information, never mentioned by the former in his 
deposition to the Shah Nawaz Committee in 1956 - and that he placed a gold 
plated tooth belonging to Netaji in the urn containing the ashes when this was 
handed to him after the cremation in Taihoku - this, too, he had not made 
public before. A serious endeavour to get to the bottom of the “mystery" could 
include doing a simple X-ray of the urn. If the tooth is indeed there, the 
X~ray would be invaluable in terms of determining if the tooth matches with 
Netaji *s dental records. The existence of the tooth would also help to increase 
Habibur Rahman's credibility, sometimes questioned. 


A sincere presentation of the new evidence, is likely to create a favourable 
^ public opinion. The principal person in the Bose family still challenging the 

crash story, Amiya Nath Bose, a nephew of Netaji, needs to be brought around by 
the Prime Minister himself - there is a good chance that if reasonably 
0 \ approached, he will drop his opposition. It is desirable that agreement 

regarding bringing the "ashes" is secured from Netaji J s wife and daughter, both 
r^^fdtn^ _ iiT‘ AijgBtmrg,^ermany7-Thlis^TB best done through" Dr 8i 3 i r noi, i jer 

0^ nephew of Netaji. The Forward Bloc can be tackled by Jyoti Basu, who 

successful made it do a volte face on Teen Bigha and can, most probably, do it 
again. 






But no progress can be made unless there is an irreversible judgement from the 
Supreme Court authorising the return of the "ashes". Government could take the 
initiative in the matter. There is already a case before the Chief Justice 
petitioning how Netaji could have been given the Bharat Ratna “posthumously". 
GOVERNMENT COULD SEIZE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO COMBINE ALL RELATED CASES PENDING 
IN ANY COURT IN THE COUNTRY, SEEK TIME TO COLLECT ALL “NEW EVIDENCE" OR MOVE 
THE MATTER SEPARATELY BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT TO DO AWAY WITH LEGAL 
IMPEDIMENTS ONCE AND FOR ALL. 


In fighting the above case, it may be relevant to bear in mind that in 
September 1978, Morarjee Desai , as Prime Minister, made a statement in the Lok 
^ Sabha, effectively rejecting the findings of the Shah Nawaz Committee and the 

Khosla Commission. 






END 



A, N. Varma 

I nnupal Setrplaiy 

Me. /f? j n j p j i vJ'j s~ 


fcwft-110 on 

PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE 
NEW DELHI- 1 10 011 


August 8, 1994 


K 






Thank you for your letter of August 1, 


1994 


about your recent studies pertaining to Netaji. 




A 



2. I appreciate the detailed note on the subject 
of Netaji's ashes you have enclosed with your 
letter, and the particular facts you have 
highlighted shall be examined. In the meanwhile, I 
appreciate the constructive approach to the subject 
you have outlined, and this shall certainly receive 
full consideration. We shall pursue the matter and 
will be in touch. 




Yours sincerely. 



(A. N. Varma) 


Shri Ashis C.Ray, 
F-162, Malcha Marg, 
Chanakyapuri , 

NEW DELHI-110021 
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Shri Prakash Shall 
Ambassador for India 
Tokyo 
J apan . 


Dear Ambassador, 

Just to confirm that I am in receipt of the papers so kindly sent 
by you. 

Since our meeting, I have either been travelling on business or* 
vacationing - I was about to forfeit my r 93 leave! I returned to 
work last week- 

I am about to write up a report for the persons here who have 



adopt - this is likely to be reflected In my recommendation. 
I have not heard from the Japanese Foreign Ministry yet. 

With best regards f 
Yours sincerely. 



Ashia Hay 



jVMliASSABOJt 


sirwr ept ti^rranr, 

limbassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 1 02 
Telex: 2324886 1NDE MB J 
[’hone: 02(3262)229 i 
Fax: 03(3234)4 866 


No. TOK/ 102/2/92 


May 19, 1994 


Dear Ashish, 


You had requested for certain unclassified papers in regard 
to the question of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's ashes. I send you 
an English translation of the death certificate issued in 1945 and 
given to us by the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the 
name of Ichiro Ikura. 

It is indeed possible that since the death of Netaji was at 
that time kept strictly confidential, the certificate may have 
been issued in a fictitious name. I also enclose a copy of report 
of Shri S.A. Ayer on the air crash of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
at Taihoku on August 18, 1945. 

With reference to your request for xray of the urn 
containing Netaji's ashes and a letter or certificate from the 
Government of Japan in regard to the death certificate, you had 
mentioned that you would have further discussions in Delhi and let 
me know the position. 

With regards. 




Shri Ashish Ray , 

South Asia Bureau Chief 
Cable News International Inc. 
F-162 Malcha Marg 
Chanakyapuri 
NEW DELHI - 110 021 


Yours sincerely, 

<F W 

( Prakash Shah} 



No. 

Name or 

Date 

Of 

Death 

Place of Burial Occupation Sex 

Permanent 

Name of 

Date of ADolicant 


Disease 

Date 

Of 

Permission 

& Cremation. 

Domicile 

Deceased 

Birth 



Date 

of 

Cremation 


Present 

address. 


Address Name 

2640 











2641 Heart 

Aug. 19, 1945 

888 Municipal 

Non-regular 

Male No,l,2-Chome, 

Ichiro . 

April 9, Unit Taneyoshi l| 

Attach 

Aug. 21, 1945 
Aug. 22, 1945 

Crematory 

staff mem- 
* ber of Army 
Forces. 

Dogenzaka , 

Shibuya-ky, 

Tokyo. 

No,2,3-chome , 
Nogl-machl 
Taipei City 

Lkura 

1900. No. 21123 Yoshimi 

| 



Examined and authenticated by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


SEAL. 


Sd/- Yasutoru Asahlna 
Secretary, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
{Archives Section). 



It is certified that the above statement, abstracted 
from the original document on cremation permit, 
is correct and true. 

July 14, 1956. 



Bureau of Health & Hygiene, 

Taipei Municipal Office. (Sealed; 
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SHRI S. A. ACER'S REPORT ON AIRCRASH OP NETAJI 
SUDHAS CH ANDRA BOSE AT TAIHOKU (FORMOSA) ON 
AUGUST- 18, 1945. 









...o 




At 5-15 P.M f on the 17th August, 1945, I and a 

# 

number of, my colleagues saw Netaji Subhas Ch a ndr a Bose 
and Col.H a blb-ur r Rahman off by a bomber leaving Saigon 

| 

airport for an unknown destination. The Japanese 

v . ft 

authorities offered me a seat in a plane leaving Saigon 

for Japan on 20th August and hinted that I could Join 

Netaji very soon. X reached Saigon airport on the morning 

of the 20th August, 1945, and there accidentally met Mr, Fukuoka, 

Chief of the Dome! News Agency for the East Asia Regions vrfio , 

told me abruptly that he was sorry for Netaji, X merely 
presumed that Netaji had been held up in Formosa owing to 
bad weather. A little later just as I was going to board the 

- V . ' * 

plane, Rear Admiral Chuda^f- tho 'Japan oso Navy told me that ■ . ■ 

Netaji was dead. I had no chance to ask him for details 
because in the next few moments I was aboard the plane. 

When we reached Canton airport at 5 p.ra. and 
halted for refuelling, Col. Tada, vfao was escorting me, 

* took mo aside and told me for the first tim^ that Netaji's 
plane crashed near Taihoku (Formosa) on August 18 and that 
Netaji was seriously injured and succumbed to his injuries 

# 

the same night, and that Col, Habib-ur- Rahman, who was not so 
seriously injured, was alive and lying in a hospital in Taihoku, 

I asked him to take me to Taihoku so that I could see No^ajl’s 

body with my own oyes and also bo of some servico to Habib, I 

\ „ 

told him that without positive proof nobody in India would 

believe the story. Though Col, Tada promisod to help, mo, I 

was not taken to Taihoku* . 

We reached Tokyo on the 22nd August, 1945 a nd the 

Japanese, in consultation with me, drafted a brief communique 

announcing the death of Netaji. On September' 7th, Sri Rama 

■ /Murthy, 


Mur thy , ox-Chaimoh , Indian Indopondonco Loaguo in Japan and 
I contacted tho Japanese Military author! tios \iio told us that 

the ashos of Notaji' brought by H a bib iron Formosa tho provious 

% 

day would bo handed to us for safo custody and that Habib 
himself, would bo joining 1 us sometime that evening. I .received 
tho ashos at tho hands of a senior Japanese military officer at 

f 

tho main entrance to tho Imperial Japanoso Military Headquarters) 
jand took thorn to tho house of Sri Murthy. Tho samo night Habib 
arrived in the house of Sri Ananda Mohan Sahay where I was > 

staying, I give b.olow Habib 1 s version of what happondd to 

* " * 

Notaji after I saw him off at tho Saigon airport on tho •' 
evening of August 17th 1945. „ 


Habib's version bocinst "A couple of hours after wo 

took off from Saigon aerodrome on 17th August, wo landed at' * 

■* 

Touraino (Indo-China) ' and halted thoro for the night. Early 
next morning wo again took off and landed at tho T a ihoku 
airport at about 2 p,m, on tho iSth, Wo took off from thoro 
at 2,35 p.n. Wo had just cloarod tho runway and gained two 
"or throo hundred foot height whon thoro was a suddon deafening 
noise, I thought it was an enemy fighter. I learnt lator . 
that ono of tho propollors of tho port engine had broken. The 
piano Was already wobbling and in spito of tho best offorts of the 
pilot, tho piano crashed on its nose and everything wont black 
.for a while, Vhon l recovered consciousness a few seconds after, 

I roalised that all tho luggage had crashod on top of no and a 1 
fire had startod in front of me. So, exit by the roar was 
blocked by tho packages and exit ► by the front was possiblo ' . 
only through tho firo, Ketajl was injured in the head but had 
struggled to his feet and was about to move in my direction to 
'got away from tho fire. As thore was no passage I' said to him" 

■‘ l ’ Aagese nikliye, Notaji". With both his hands ho fought his 
.way through the fire and stood outside about ten or fifteen 
foot away. When the plane crashed, ho got a splash of petrol all 

* . /over 









over his cotton khaki and it -caught fire vhon ho strugglod 
through tho no so of the piano. So- ho stood thoro with his 
, clothos "burning and malting dosporato efforts to unbucklo tho 
"bolts of his bushcoat and round hi.s waist, I dashed, up to 

- 1 • it i " , * L % * 

him’ and triod to holp him rcmovo tho bolts, Thon I noticod 
that his faco was battorod by iron and burnt by fir a. A fow 
minutos latar ho collapsod and lay on tho ground. X was also 

oxhaustod and lay down by his side, Tho noxt thing I know 

* # * 

I was lying on a hospital bod noxt to NotaUi. I loarnt lator 
that within f if toon minutos of tho crash, military srabulanco 
had rushod us to hospital in Taihoku city, Notaji lost 
consciousness almost inunodiatoly aft or roaching tho hospital. 

Ho rogainod it soon aftor,' Ho novor complained about tho 
writhing pain that ho must havo boon suffering, Excopt , 

I , - „ 

for brief spoils ho was, conscious throughout, A momont boforo 
his and camo he said to mo "My and is coming vary 'soon. I havo 

' ‘ ■ ’ - > • i 

fought all my lifo for my country's froodom, I an dying for 
my country's froodom. Go an <2 toll my countrymen to continue 
the fight for India's froodom, India will bo froo .before long," 
Tho tfaPanoso mado suporhuman offorts to save Wotaji, But it was 
all in vain. Six hours aftor ho was brought into thp 
hospital i.o., at 9 p,m, on 18th August ,1945, Notaji' s and 
; cam a peacefully, . ' 


.Jt * 


"When I folt well enough; . .to talk to thorn I told 

f tho lapanoso to arrango to send Notaji's body by piano to 

&"■ Singaporo or to Tokyo. Thoy promised they would. They than 

f- told mo that it was impossible to carry Notaii* s ranains out 

I'*'"' Taihoku and cremation 'had to bo arranged as parly as possiblo, 

Th °y asked my consent for it. I had no other alternative 

| but. to agroo, Tho funeral servico with full military honours was 
!>."'■ ! ... • • 

| hold in tho shrino attached to tho hospital and tho .cremation 

| \| took placo on tho 20th. They placed" Nota^i's ashes in an urn 

^ | and kopt it in tho shrino.* Throo wooks lator I was told that a 

Ki , » 1 

f, /single 


V 


A single anbulanco plane was loaving Taihoku and I could got a 
I soat. I took chargo of Notaji*s ashes and flow "by that .plane 
and reachod Tokyo on the 6th Septombor 1945, I was taken I 

; straight to ono of the suburbs for the sake of socrecy and it 

■ « '* v 

I was only two days later that -tho Japanese took fia;.st the- ashes 

l\ 

! and then no into Tokyo city," ITablbJ s_ vorsion an da. 

On S ap t o nb or — 14 , wo took tho a shag to the Ronkodi. 

ft r . 

[ temple in Toky o whore we hold a funeral sorvico conducted ,by 
.the priest of tho temple and loft tho ashos in his safo custody, 

I and Habib wero flown to Delhi undor military 
oscort in an fun or lean plane and reached Delhi on November 22,1945 
I paid a briof visit to Japan towards the end of 
May, 1951. I was in Tokyo from May 24 to June 10, During my 

stay there I tried to moot as many Japanese nationals as I could, 

# ( 

with a view to chocking up tho truth of the. air- crash. First 

I I went to tho temple to nako sure that tho ashes wore' there as 
X loft them six yoars ago, Tho same priest was still there, . 

■ v • * 

Tho first Japanese X saw after meeting the priest 
Was Mr, Fukuoka whom I had last seoon at Saigon airport: on the 
. morning of August 20th 1945, I recalled to his mind our , 
conversation that morning and asked him what exactly he knew 

■ i * *' 

at that moment, six yoars ago. He told no that he know from 

certain messages that Netaji's piano had crashed in Taihoku. 

; , * * 
and that Notaji had boon seriously injured but that he was 

not aware then that Notaji had succumbed to his injuries. Ho 

heard about Netaji's death only sorao time after my plane took off. 

Ho was convinced of tho truth of this Story bocauso it wa? 

i , 

corroborated by difforont Japanese Military officers stationed 

at that time in Saigon, 

» ... * * 

I also mot Col. Tada, the officor who accompanind 

:• flo irom Saigon to Tokyo in Augast 3945, and, asked him why he 

t. f ailod to tako no to Taihoku in spite of his promise - to do so, 

f He explalnod that it was past 10 p.m, when, our piano reached Taich 

I’ and It was not considered safo to proceed to Taihoku- at that 
£ /hour 


liour » as the aorodrono thoro was surroundod by hillocks. They did 

■ not wish to touch Talhoku tho next day bocauso August 21 was tho 

last day glvon by tho Allies for tho Japanoso to ground all their 

pianos in Japan and olsovhoro. If Nota^i had boon ali'vo at, that 

* , 

timo In Talhoku they night have takon tho risk of flying to 

f’ * . * 

Taihoku. For tho rost, ho ropoatod his story of six yoars before 
in all essential details and told mo it was no uso anybody 
doubting tho truth of the piano crash. To provide me with 
further authentic proof of tho tragic ovont, he mentioned tho 
nanos of- two Japanese officers, Col, Nonogaki of Iho Japanoso (dr 
Forco, and Captain Arai of tho Japanoso Amy, as, the only two 
Japanoso survivors of the air crash - vho could bo contacted In. 

Tokyo itself. I net Col, Nonogaki for tho first time in Tokyo, 
on tho evening of June 5, 1351, Ho gavo no a graphic description 
of tho air crash. In broadllno ho confimod Habib’ s version of 
six years ago. Through Col, Nonogaki* s good offices I’ saw Captain , 
Aral who gave no a brief eyo-witnoss account of tho crash and 
confirmed Notaji’s doath in tho hospital at 9 p,m, on August 18,1945 

: I must hore nontion another vory Important fact 

in this connection, When I was in Delhi in April 1351, ‘i not ' 

Mr, Harln Shah, spocial rosprosontativo of the •Bharat' of' Bombay ‘ 

IFo had boon to Formosa in 1348 on tour. He told no in detail aboiit 
his inquiries vhich convinced him that the crash did take place, 
that Notaji diod in Taihoku and his body was cremated. He shoVed 
me tho photographs ho had taken of tho Chief of tho Japano'so Army 
Hospital vhoro Notaji was treated, the surgeon who actually treated 
Hotaji, tho nursos who attondod on him, the chi of of the modical 
faculty who sent blood for transfusion to NotaiJi and tho students 
who gavo tho blood for transfusion, . * * **/','*■ . 

In conclusion I would ropoat that I havo not 
tho faint ost doubt in my mind that the ash os that are enshrined ! 
in tho Rohkoji tcmplo In Tokyo are Notajl r s. 


* 
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4T etflpft 

embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-k u, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 1NDFMB .1 
Phone: 03(3262)2 39 1 
Fax: .03(3234)4866 


No, TOK/ 102/2/92 


May 19, 1994 


Dear Ran j it , 






,XS% 


You are perhaps aware of the issue of the Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose's ashes and the long and protracted correspondence 
over decades in regard to transferring the ashes from Tokyo to 
India, Our last letter to your predecessor was on June 1, 1993, to 
which response is still awaited. 

Mr. Ashish Ray, a grand nephew of the Netaji, and currently 
CNN Bureau Chief in Delhi, made a visit to Tokyo last month to 
pursue the matter in the context of the forthcoming centenary of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

He had a couple of meetings with me. His main purpose was to 
see if anything could be done to make a decision in Delhi easier 
in regard to the transfer of the ashes. According to him, the most 
important thing was to convince some of Netaji's remaining 
relatives that Netaji had indeed died in the air crash and that 
the ashes which have been kept in an urn in Tokyo are indeed 
Netaji's ashes. For this purpose, I briefed him on all the 
connected issues and expressed my hope that he would be able to 
convince the relatives of Netaji and perhaps the political 
leadership in Bengal, about the genuineness of the ashes so that 
this chapter can be closed once and for all by transferring the 
ashes to India and providing an honourable place for it. 

Mr, Ray also visited the temple where the ashes are kept and 
talked to the temple authorities. The temple authorities' repeated 
arguments were the same that they had been giving us for 
transferring the ashes. 

According to Mr. Ray, one possible way of establishing the 
genuineness of the ashes is the report that he had received from 
the son of Netaji's ADC Rehman that the gold tooth of Netaji was 
part of the ashes which have been sealed in the urn here. He felt 
that if it is possible to get the urn xrayed to establish the 
existence of Netaji's tooth, that would go a long way in 
convincing his relatives. He also wondered whether it might not be 
possible for the Japanese Government to issue a statement or 
letter that would indicate that in their view the death 
certificate issued in the name of a Japanese by the Taiwanese 
authorities was indeed the one that related to Netaji. He had a 
meeting with Mr. Tanizaki, Director in the Gaimusho, where he 
broached these points. 


2 
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I told Mr. Ray that as far as we are concerned, we believe 
that this is indeed Netaji's ashes, on the basis of a lot of 
evidence that is on our files. We also believe that with the 
rapidly dwindling crop of Netaji’s contemporaries, we would find 
nobody to preserve and look after the ashes in Japan and that an 
early decision is necessary from Delhi for the transfer of the 
ashes to India. I told him that I would be prepared to suitably 
approach the Japanese Government provided we have some assurance 
from official circles in Delhi that such a certificate or letter 
from the Japanese Government would be followed by a decision to 
get the ashes removed to India. Mr. Ray said that he would pursue 
this matter with the concerned Ministries when he goes back. 

With kind regards. 



Shri R.S. Kalha 
Joint Secretary (AP) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
NEW DELHI 


Yours. sincerely , 

? 

{ Prakas&^S&ah) 
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CABLE NEWS INTERNATIONAL 
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21 April, 1994, 


trJC. 


: FHAKASH SHAH, INDIAN 1 AMBASSADOR IN JAPAN 
. : ■■• ASITS HAT, SOUTH ASIA BUREAU CHIE? # CNN 


Thank .you for offering 11 an on tne 27 th instant at the time to see 
me - this is fine. 

However, let me give you a little background, before I arrive. Nassau* 

Hahnar . son of Col. Eablbur Rahman (who, as you know, was ( s m. 

an . _-ed ne survived the alleged crash ), told me that - ong the 
, ti-. tils father said about the reported accident was: 

n one erase was as a result of sabotage oy Chinese technicians 

■* till hostile towards Japan in the immediate aftermath of war - an® 

■j - - are were several senior Japanese military personnel on the same flight) 

' who attended to the aircraft during the stop at iaihoku airport; and 

‘■<14 . that Co-. Rahman was given a gold tooth, s : . to belong to Neta.li, 

qj .Japanese officials, after the latter's ou ted death, which he 
put in the urn containing the "ashes" when it ■ ■■ s given to him to oe 
carried from Taihoku to Tokyo - this is 'the very urr "hat is preserved 
oy a priest of the Renkoji Temple. 

the above appear to be aspects nob touched upon by 1. Rahman when he 
deposed before the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee in 19 t As you are, doubtless, 
aware, he did not appear before the Khosla Commission. 

There is no logical reason for Col. Rahman to lie - and he has always 
maintained that Netaji died as a result of the crash. It may, therefore, 
be worthwhile to cneok if: a) any Japanese record e error rates the 
suspicion of sabotage; and b) the stated tooth is lying inside the urn. 

x would value your opinion and co-operation in this respect . I have also 

Fpii D DI J ^ ^ v ox _ _uis i_L 1 o L w — m — -i Cv± t Cl H ct o cv oui c'-., t I_ lg* l* 

this would be extended - I have tried to point out the deficiencies in 
the evidence put out regarding the crash, which have provided fodder to 
people who continue to resist reality . 

Furthermore, I have been in touch with Prof. Mc-buko Nagasaki of " -kyo 
university. And have been offered assistance by a ur Reijira Tcoa of 
Daito-Bunka university (a person recommended by a colleague' on, a .. 
i ortii uri Shim bun ) . 


* 
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Boo 


J 



T should add that, I have askea for a .call" on the. -.funner Japanese 
P"ltae Minister, T©sh_iki Kaiiu, who X have met once, albeit very briefly 
-in Rri Lanka last year. It would be great j_y appreciated if you could 
facilitate this meeting. 


I must confess that it is only in recent years that I have devoted any 
time to trying to get to the bottom of what happened to Netaji. Being 
based in London, as T was far 15 years prior to taking up my present 
assignment, didn't help. In the past few weeks, however, i have been 
1 ,: iiituw Enough to uooolTra anrrmrpirmpnt. fHwnYHT Rff 11 !! 1 " "svttla ffl 
government here - with even a directive that if the "ashes" in question 
r*r>A- f»eally the remains of Netaji, a.. serious attempt must be mads to 
bring them back before his birth centenary - in 1997. 


I am told some secret documents of- the Japanese government pertaining to 
1945 may be de-classif ied. next year. If any of these thro* more ‘light -on 
the air crash ‘affair, this could be helpful. 

I tr^ed to phone you on Tuesday, but was Informed shat you were in 
Kyoto . 


My travel schedule is as follows: 

ARRIVAL at G 7?0 hours on ?6 April by U 3&22 from Bangkok 
DEPARTURE at 17'J5 hours on 29 -April by CP4 to Vancouver. 
And T am booked to stay at the ROPPONGI PRINCE HOTEL. 




Oil 

OT&WnnftUl 
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.8 April, 1994. 


iiis Kacellancy shri Prakash Shah 

Ambassador for India 

Embassy of India 

Tokyo 

Japan. 



Dear Shri Shah, 


The following page will give .you some idea of my professional 
oa.kgrou, .i . 




l>lj. -fr*' 



AX ow qk to add that ± am a grand-nephew of Subhas Chandra Bose 
(grandson of Sarat Chandra dose). 


X am planning to visit Tokyo between 26 and 29 instant. A^d I 
would, if possible, like to obtain a bit more clarification 
the plane crash which, allegedly, resulted in Netaji’s death, with 
“lew to cringing back the "ashes", now in the hands of a priest 
. Tokyo’s Kemeoji Temple . 


„Ajte / 22 / 1 

am inclined to believe that the: accident (proved fatal to him. 


However, in order to satisfy those who fiercely doubt the story, we 
need to provide a few explanations . 'having studied the subject to. the 
best of my abilities, over a long Deriod of time, I have triedito--' 
identify -'these areas; and have sought the co-operation of -the Japanese 
government in this connection. I discussed this with the Japanese 
Ambassador here last week, who has kindly arranged for me to meet 
the Director of the South Asian Department 5n the Japanese Foreign 
Office while I am in Tokyo. 


X have been fortunate enough to secure some interesting information 
from Naeemur Rahman, son of Colonel habibur Hahman, Netaji ADC , who, 
as you know, survived the reported crash. 

i am sure you will, agree that if the "ashes" belong to Subhas Chandra 
hose, a duty to not only bring them back to India, but bring 

them bar due honour, lour kina assistance in this respect would 

bo gr -r.. : -Hciated. 
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I would like to gi ve you a ring tomorrow afternoon (yr time) to 
apprise you further on the Issue. 


‘i'hanking ^ou, 

’I'oiirc RlnrPT*pTjr, 





Ash is Ray 

South Asia BUreau Chief 
C N N 





*. . 


am 
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— 
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Biography 
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A. 

* 


Ashis Kay is Chief of the CNN' New Delhi bureau, responsible for coverage of India and South 
Asia. He joined CNN in March 1992 to create the New Delhi bureau 

Kay comes to CNN after working in London and the Indian subcontinent for three years as Smith 
Asia Correspondent of Independent television News (FTN), the news and current affairs wing of 
Britain’s 11 V and channel Lour. Prior to that he was a presenter for the BBCs World Service 
and a commentator on BBCs domestic radio and television. In recent years, he has covered 
major events Uke the cyclone in Bangladesh in 1991, Rajiv Gandhi's as sasi nation, communal 
violence in Kashmir, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh and general elections in India and Pakistan 
Previously, he reported On bilateral and multi-lateral meetings of heads of government ar 
Lyndon, Paris, Washington and Ha Noi. Ray is also internationally recognise! as a le.v 
cricket commentator having broadcast extensively on test matches and World Cup competitions 
tor the BBC and Australian networks- 

in 19§2, the Commonwealth Institute Picked him as one of ten prominent IndL living in tl r 

VPiisy htnrrirm "inr hftinn^hidi^.KLViAi^kivjk uJoi eft economics {L5E> on S' j.h 
Asian matters. 

Ray Studied at it Paul's School, Darjeeling and St Xaviers College, Calcutta. Bom in Vienna. 
Austi m, he speaks, in addition to tnglish, Bengali, Hindustani and Nepali. He is married and 
has two children. 
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Fax Transmission Message 


Date: 21.4.1994 


Embassy of India 
2-2-11, Kudan Minami , 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo. 
Fax No. 3234 4866 


Message No. 

From : P.C. Biswas, Secretary to Ambassador 

To: Shri Ashis Ray, South Asia Bureau Chief, CNN 

Fax No. 301 7063 


Reference your fax message dated April 18 addressed to Shri 
Prakash Shah, Ambassador of India in Tokyo. Your call on Ambassador 
has been fixed at 1100 hrs. on Wednesday, April 27, 1994. Kindly 

confirm if it is OK 


with you. Regards. 


In THE COUi^SC OF THE VISIT, HE WILL CALL ON OUR 
“PRESIDENT, PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS. 
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ILW DELHI 

; ii-'CEi iliir'R 31, 1993. ITEli 


SECTION TWO 
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1 31 A AND PHiC ISTAN WILL RESUME FORE I L .N SECRETARY LEVEL TALKS 
IN ISLAMABAD 01. JANUARY 1,1994 AFTER SIXTEEN MONTHS SI OP THIS 


'ILL HE SEVENTH ROUND Of FOREIGN SECRETARY LEVEL TALKS [iE TWEES TWO 

SECRETARY, JJ Nl\i DIXIT 


COUNTRIES SINCE JULY 1993 STOP FOREIGN 
\ 'ALL LEAD INDIAN SIDE IN THREE DAY PARLEY WHILE ills PAKISTAN 

- counterpart, ghakryar khan will head participants of his country 

STOP ITEM 


I \ 


(I Cl 


R'lDUTES wo 


’AID TO NETAJI SUSHASH Cl IANLRA HOST ON 


ICC AST UN PF LEAS IN;, OF A SPECIAL STAMP TO COMMEMORATE. GOLDEN 
T I L-TP ' I..; TAN NATIONAL ARMY AT A FUNCTION AT RA5HTR/VPAT I ' 



EC EMBER THIRTY:- ME,! STOP ITEM 


F Oi?!-;c KARNATAKA CHILI i il N I DTER, Sb:> BAMGAKAPPA HAS LAUUCiLEu 
' New G I ORAL PARTY STOP AWNOUHCMING THIS AT BANGALORE ON 
DECEi iBEii TMIKTYFIHST UANGARAPPA WHO HAS RECENTLY EXPELLED PROP. 
XNGRCSS III PARTY, SAID THAT NEW PARTY HAS BEEN NAME I J AS 
Xm i i iv A TA K A P. Oil GUESS S T UP I Th ;•'] 


4. A.SSA, CHIEF 1 1 1 N.I STER, MITF3HWAR SAIKIA HAS SAID THAT HIS 
* GOVlJGP EH i WILL HAKE ALL-OUT EFFORTS TO BRING IJLFA FACTION WHIGI 
:P. TALKS ADD ROUE MILITANTS TO NEGOTIATING TABLE STOP 
Alj.i. : -Pl.Xi A PRESS CONFERENCE AT GUWAHAT I ON EVE OF NEW YEARS 
way P DECEMBER nilRTYCHB, SAIKIA P./ilO, INITIAL PROCESS FOR SDL 

I. A. II. us is ALi P ANY OP STOP HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT INSURGENCY 
^PJW:LPn I il STATE * ILL BE SOLVED IN NEW YEAR STOP ITEM 


F. I Hi 1 1 COMM CUT TIES INCL UiilNu RAW Cl LChA F I LMS , SOU/i ASH ANU 
CARBON CLACK HAVE’ BEEN TAKEN OFF LIST OF ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES 
CY GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING a REVIEW OF ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES ACT, 
1 9 G : j Si 0 P 


A NOT I FI L V I ON ISSU..D BY MINISTRY OF CIVIL SUPPLIES CONSUMER AFFAIR. 
And PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION SAYS DECISION HAS OPEN TAKEN IN VIEW OF 
CHANGED SCENARIO IN PRODUCTION AND AVAILABILITY OF THESE COMMOOITIE1 

r or or utiien Hues tak^n off frog hsi are press-gud, polyethlene 

AND POLYSTYRL F. MOULDING POWDER, ORGANIC 
ADD I N PRGAi'J I C HEAVY CHEMICALS STOP ITEM 


A 


*0. VISHV-ARATHAi-l AN AtJD AND BRITISH GRANDMASTER MICHAEL ADAMS HA VI 
J I.1LY WON PROFESSIONAL CHESS ASSOCIATION QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT 
.Pi i .ROD 1 XT. P ME I'HERLANDS TO SHARE PRIZE MONEY OF 7G0J US DOLLARS 

ST CP i . ; 

l t i -I* Ml i i 
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When the Burrna=Thailand Railway was completed, a variety of people 
travelled along its length. In 1944, many Japanese soldiers were sent 
to Burma along the railway for one of the most reckless operations in 
Southeast Asia, the Impal Campaign to invade India. Not only Japanese 
soldiers but also Indian soldiers from the Indian National Army boarded 
with the hope of freeing India from British colonialism. 

Subhas Chandra Bose, who founded the Provisional Government of 
Free India in October 1943, also travelled by this line as the supreme com- 
mander of the Indian National Army. The INA was organized at the end of 
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1941 from among the Indian POWs of the British Indian Army, and Bose 
became the leader in 1943. Afterwards many Indians in Malaya, Singapore 
and other Southeast Asian countries joined up. After the Provisional Gov- 
ernment was founded, the INA expanded to 50,000 soldiers, with 20,000 
Indian POWs and 30,000 recruited from among Tamil laborers. 36 In a re- 
cent article on the Indian National Army, Prof. Nagasaki Nobuko wrote 
.- v that the English insisted that the Japanese forced the reluctant Indians to 
join by threatening them with flogging, but she was later amazed when 
she saw the huge number of applications for the INA preserved in the 
National Archives in Delhi. 3T 

When Bose arrived in Singapore in May 1942, he became the pres- 
ident of the Indian Independence League. "Mass meetings were hald in 
Singapore at Ferrer Park, sometimes with as many as 30,000 people at- 
tending. The meetings were addressed by Mr. Bose, Mr. Pritam Singh and 
Lieutenant Kunizuka ... Most of the League members were Hindus. Many 
Muslim Indians refused to join. Mr. Anwari, in fact, opposed the League”. 36 
Ba Maw recalled Chandra Bose as a unforgettable man. 

Sinozaki also remembered the day when General Tojo, the Japanese 
Premier, visited Singapore to inspect the Indian National Army. "A parade 
was held on the Padang. General Tojo and his A.D.C. were on the balcony 
of City Hall with Mr. Subbas Bose, Colonel Iwakuro and a group of senior 
officers of the INA. The troops carried British weapons; the light tanks and 
guntractors were Japanese. Mighty shouts of ‘On to Delhi! Azad Hind!" 

Jfilled the air. Every Indian that day in Syonan was wildly excited. I am 
sure they would that day have all been prepared to die for India. There 
were Indian flags every where”. 36 

Many Indians laborers who were working along the railway remem- 
bered the day they saw Bose travelling along the railway. When he trav- 
elled, the Indian laborers were ordered to stay in their huts, and some in 
other camps were hidden in distant jungles. Bose did not see the hundreds 

38 Cheah Boon Khertg, Red Star Over Malaya, Singapore University Press, 1983, 
✓—y p. 48. 

31 r itu£7 'JT i T > KHK# — ft 7 X ^ -7 • tyst'IXA 

WJSHBj 5 mux, 1993, p.169. 

36 Mamoru Shinozaki, Syonan-My Story, Times Books International, 1953, p. 63. 

36 Shinozaki, pp. 64-65. U > 
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of thousands forced Indian laborers along the railway. But the Indian la- 
borers were watching him through thick trees in the jungles or through 
holes in the walls of their huts - voiceless, with mixed feelings. 

The Indian laborers saw Bose, in full military uniform with a long saber 
hanging from his waist, standing on the platform of the station. He was 
surrounded by several Japanese officers. The laborers saw him in various 
stations along the railway, such as Bangpong, Takanun, Simbon, Puran- 
gasi £iid Hindat. In those days, Bose's picture hung on the walls in many 
Indian homes in Malaya and Singapore. Many people sang the songs of in- 
dependence of India. Many of them had heard Bose’s passionate speeches 
calling for a challenge to British imperialism with indomitable resolve, and 
even his declaration of war against Britain for the Independence of India. 
Some of the Indian laborers who were forced to hide in the distant jungles 
shouted “Free India!" at him at the top of their voices. Bose seemed a 
different person to the people who were toiling in endless desparation and 
pg^Sabapathy explained : 40 

Subhas Chandra Bose? I thought I would beat him if I had an opportunity. He was 
wearing a military uniform with a long sword hanging from his waist. One day the 
Japanese soldiers ordered Tamil laborers to stay in their huts. If anyone stepped 
out from the hut, he would be killed. 8ose was surrounded by the Japanese officers. 

I think he told them how to deal with the Tamil laborers. He told the Japanese 
that "if you beat one Tamil, all Tamils will be shaken with fear and obey." 

It was a quite unnatural for Bose not to see a single Indian laborers 
along the railway. Some Indian laborers were ordered by the Japanese of- 
ficers to prepare tea or special foods. They were removed from the area 
after the preparation was complete. The Japanese officers dispatched sev- 
eral kanganis and mandors as the “representatives" of the Indian laborers. 
They answered Bose’s questions about their work, living conditions, food, 
and so on. In front of all the Japanese officers they answered that there 
were no problems, that the working and living conditions were all proper. 

of them said later, “I should have told the truth, that the Indians were 
, ;ering and dying. I should have appealed to Bose about our conditions, 
but I couldn’t do it in front of all those Japanese officers. I couldn’t . 41 

40 Interview, Sabapathy s/o Arumugam, Batu Cave, Aug. 2, 1991. 

41 Interview, Govindasamy s/o Ramasamy, Bukit Nanas, Seremban, Aug. 16, 1991. 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 

*^iSG 18 DATED 22.10.93 

FROM: HICOMIND, SINGAPORE 
TO: FOREIGN , NEW DELHI 

FOR JS I COORD > 

. REFERENCE YOUR TELEX NO. A-555 OF 14TH OCTOBER 1993 REGARDING 

V CELEBRATION OF THE GOLDEN JUBILEE OF AZAD HIND DAY < . ) 



A FUNCTION WAS ORGANISED TODAY THE 2 1ST OCTOBER TO MARK THE 
'-N GOLDEN JUBILEE , WHICH WAS ATTENDED BY RESIDENT INDIANS AND PERSONS OF 
INDIAN ORIGIN (.) HIGH COMMISSIONER B.M.C. NAYAR ADDRESSED THE 
GATHERING OUTLINING THE CONTRIBUTION MADE BY NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA 
BOSE TOWARDS INDIA'S INDEPENDENCE (.) THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY TWO 
SPEECHES CI> BY MR R JUMABHOY , A NONAGENARIAN PROMINENT MEMBER OF 
THE INDIAN COMMUNITY, ON HIS IMPRESSIONS OF NETAJI AND <ID BY JOHN 
JACOB, FORMERLY LIEUTENANT IN THE INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY, ON THE IDEALS 
THAT NETAJI STOOD FOR (.) BOTH OF THEM WERE PRESENTED WITH BOUQUETS 
AND THEIR PRESENCE AND ADDRESSES DESPITE THEIR ADVANCED AGE, WERE 
GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED C.> THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY SIMPLE REFRESHMENTS 

*TNDEMB J 29727 
HARAT R525526 
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GOLDEN JUBILEE OF PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF AZAP HIND 
TEXT OF PRIME MINISTER'S BROADCAST 


The following is the text of the Prime Minister, Shri P.V 
A'araslmha Rao ' s ‘message to the Nation tonight on the occasion of th 
Jubilee of the founding of the Provisional Government of Asa 
Hint- 1 by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on October 21. 1943: 

J Fellow Countrymen, 


Naina ska r! 


Exactly fifty years ago tomorrow the Interim Government o: 

*»> + ** 

Azsa Hind was formed by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at Singapore. W< 


are celebrating the golden jubilee of the establishment of Interii 
Government. The formation of this Government in exile was thji 
culmination of the efforts of Netaji to mobilise all Indian utadl 
India in those days to organise them to wage a war against tl 
British Government to gain victory and then go on to f orm -th? perma- 
nent national government of India. L m 


The Provisional Government of Asad Hind received spontaneous 
and overwhelming response and support from Indians all over the 




world Thousands of people joined the Indian National Array and ther 
Neta.Ji declared that t.h»» immediate goal cf the now government wsa 
winning independence 
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Netaji's vision of India after independence was that, of a 
democratic and secular country in which every citizen had equal 
rights, in which there could be no discrimination of any kind, in 
which there would be complete religious liberty to the citizens. In 
fact, what all’ has been actually done in India after Independence 
and particularly after the promulgation of our Constitution was 
exactly what Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose had wanted * and the same 
thing is happening and in ’a way what he dreamed has come true 

A day after the proclamation of the Provisional Government, 
Netaji formed the Rani Jhansi Regiment of women soldiers You. may 
recall that the Rani dhansi Regiment had become very famous , ilmost 
famous overnight, because it was the first time that people saw that 
in large numbers women of India were participating in the freedom 
struggle on the basis of forming a part of the Army. The idea was 
that along with men, women should march hand in hand and also get 
the kind of self-confidence that is needed for performing the*' du- 
ties, the ardUbUsV^tu.t'ies of' soldiers in the army. It. Is not sur- 
prising that so many responded to his call for giving their blood 
for the independence of their motherland, so many man and women. 

Two days after the formation of the Provisional Government 
of Aaad Hind, the Provisional Government declared a war of independ- 
ence against the greatest imperialist power of the day, namsly the 
British Empire. 16 ,S30{5 soldiers lost their lives. It was perhaps a 
massive number of persons who voluntarily laid down their lives and 
a great sacrifice on the part of these peorle Netaji and his 

. .3/- 
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' heroic INA rekindled the national self-respect and self-confidence 

of every Indian. The charismatic leadership of Netaji showed that 
Indian men and women could challenge**aHy power in the world and were 
inferior to none. 

Netaji was a democrat at heart who, always put the nation's 
interest above all else. He saw his Provisional Government as a 
force working in tandem with all patriotic forces in the country. 
He spoke very highly of Mahatma Gandhi because he respected him very 
much. He sought Mahatma Gandhi's blessings for the success of the 
Asad Hind Fauj and the Interim Government. Although their ways were 
different and in those days every one knew that their opinions on 
the method of carrying out the struggle differed, yet the personal 

a 

relationship of affection between the two was something remarkable. 
Netaji called Mahatma Gandhi the Father of the Nation. 

So, the Interim Government really represented the aspira- 
tions of all people of India whether inside or outside and that is 
why it has become immortal, it has been etched in the minds of 
people of India ever since. Mahatma Gandhi also had great affection 

* j ‘'W' 

and regard for Netaji. So, this relationship is something one 

should take note of as between persons holding very different views 

* 

on a particular subject and yet trying to help each other or ex- 
pressing regard for each other so that the personal relationship is 
not affected. 

We have attained Independence. We have fashioned a Consti- 
tution which is very very much like what Netaji wanted it to be. 
Now it is for us to protect this freedom to make Netaji 's dreams 

• V- 
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come true in every sense of the term. Netaji said many inspiri. 
things. He was a great patriot who inspired millions of peopj 
literally millions of youngmer. in those days and it is that inspij 
tlon that is continuing today in many who read about him and 
know about him. It is our duty now to follow in his footsteps 
’ lo what ,.e really wanted done in independent India. 

Jai Hind!** 
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More about Subhas Chandra Bose 

To amplify K,V. Narain's letter (Oct, 3): 

Early in October 1945, I was sent to Taiwan as a correspon- 
dent for United Press Association to investigate the apparent 
death there in an air crash of Subhas Chandra Bose, 1 flew in 
from Shanghai, where the American Air Force was supplying 
the military mission which had “libera ted” Taiwan in August, 
This group consisted of two U.S. Navy lieutenants who had 
been coastwatchers in South China during the war years. 

They took me to Imperial Army Headquarters where I ex- 
plained my mission, A Japanese major told me the story of 
Bose's death. In August 1945, he was Hying into Taiwan en 
route to Tokyo in a Japanese Army twin-engined bomber which 
had been converted to carry passengers. 

On landing, the aircraft struck an American bomb crater 
and ground looped, striking its nose with considerable force on 
the ground. Most of the Indian passengers were injured, Bose 
seriously. Apparently he struck his head on the back of the seat 
in front of him and may have broken his neck. He was taken 
out of the aircraft to a Japanese Army hospital, where he died, 
and was cremated in the Taihoku crematory. 

I interviewed the priest who had supervised the cremation 
and he showed me a wooden box, which he said contained the 
ashes of Subhas Chandra Bose. They were being held pending 
instructions from Tokyo as to where they should be delivered. 

The Japanese major also took me through the aircraft. It 
was still on the runway, still nosed over, but otherwise intact. 
There was still a newspaper lying against the bulkhead be- 
side the seat Bose had occupied. 

Although nearly two months had passed, it seemed as though 
the accident could have occurred the day before. 

I do not know what happened to Bose’s ashes. The Chinese 
Army came in from Indochina a few weeks later to occupy, and 
began looting the island. If the crematory still exists, the ashes 
may be there yet, awaiting instructions from Tokyo. 

I wrote the story when I returned to Shanghai. It was put on 
the wire and probably appeared in some Tokyo newspapers in 
October 1945. 


j Tokyo 


EDWIN P. HOYT 
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REFYRTLX A-556 OF 14/10 REGARDING CELEBRATION OF GOLDEN JUBILEE OF 
AZAD HIND DAY ON 21/10/93. 

A FUNCTION TO CELEBRATE THE GOLDEN JUBILEE OF THE FORMATION OF THE 
-^AZAD HIND PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT AT SINGAPORE BY NETAJI SUBHASH 
■■ CHANDER BOSE WAS ORGANISED BY THE INDIAN EMBASSY TOKYO ON OCTOBER 21 
AFTERNOON. AROUND ONE HUNDRED INDIAN NATIONAL /PERSONS OF INDIAN 
ORIGIN PARTICIPATED. ABOUT TWELVE JAPANESE NATIONALS WHO WERE 
CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE ACTIVITIES OF AZAD HIND FAUJ DURING WORLD 
WAR TWO WERE ALSO PRESENT . ADDRESSING THE GATHERING AMBASSADOR PRAKASH 
SHAH RECALLED THE IMPORTANCE OF NETAJI' S ROLE IN INDIA'S STRUGGLE FOR 
FREEDOM. IN THIS RESPECT HE MADE A SPECIAL MENTION OF THE SACRIFICES 
MADE BY THE MEMBERS OF THE AZAD HIND FAUJ WHO WERE INSPIRED BY 
NETAJI' S CHRISMATIC LEADERSHIP. HE ALSO QUOTED FROM PRIME MINISTER 
IMARSIMHA RAO'S MESSAGE BROADCAST ON OCTOBER 20 NIGHT* WEREIN HE 
DESRIBED NETAJI AS A TRUE DEMOCRAT WHO PUT THE NATION'S INTEREST 
ABOVE ALL ELSE. MR. MASAO HAYASHI SECRETARY OF THE NETAJI SUBHASH 
* BOSE ACADEMY RELATED HIS EXPERIENCES OF WORKING IN CLOSE 
COLLABORATION WITH THE AZAD HIND FAUJ DURING THE WAR. HE AND HIS 
OTHER ASSOCIATES THEN RECITED A COUPLE OF MARTIAL SONGS IN HINDOSTANI 
WHICH THEY LEARNT DURING THEIR ASSOCIATION WITH AZAD HIND FAUJ. 

INDIAN LADIES SANG RABINDRA SANGEET AND THE FUNCTION ENDED WITH THE 
NATIONAL ANTHEM. 

^ INDEMBASSY TOKYO 


COLLS: T-411 TKY/MM 21 19:00 JST 



;.1 

t 


M 


; t. 

i' 


•> S 

3 


: I 


’ P* 


i 


: r* 


1 r 

■Ai 










;r £ 


:^n 1 


■in 
- -- ■• * 

i » 




4 : 


» 

on "1 ’93 14:01 


CRASH 



277 P01 


< CRASH 


PAX 


Ministry of external Affairs 
External Publicity Division 




FROM 

70 


I NOlNFO NEW DELHI 
IMDEMBASSY TOKYO 
DCM FROM DS (XP) . 


KINDLY REF YR FAX DTD 18-10-1993 ADDRESSED TO JS (COORD) 
WHICH I HAVE SEEN JUST NOW (.) ~ T MAY PERHAPS 3 E ALREADY A BIT 


UATE IN iHE DAY, BUT I an: -■: ^ ^ACk: IRfiHNn M A T f P t A I ~M 

>TF 'TORWA ! 1 ^ ^ PHOV 1 b IONA~~ GOVT ■ IN SINGAPORE BY NETAJl SUBASH 

chandra bo3E“in c n 
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Accompanied by Rash Bebari Bose, Netaji landed in Sihga- 
t>ore on 27 June 1940 and began a continuous tireless and frail- 
[: Uazing campaign for organising and consolidating the Indian, 
Independence Movement, ‘ - 

A week later, on 4 July, they attended a general assembly 
J of the Indian Independence League held at a theatre in Singa- 
* ppfe. The meeting opened with a chorus of the Indian national 
{ anthem attended by 2,000 delegates representing Indian revolu- 
tionaries from nil over Greater East Asia, Then a bevy of seven 
; young girls, beaming with pleasure, emerged on die platform 
1 and presented the two Boses with bouquets of flowers ‘amid the 
■thunderous applause of the enthusiastic audience. An Indian 
songstress, Miss Snmswati, rose and sang a newly composed im- 
p4ssioned song ‘Subhasji I Sublusji I* Presently Rash Behcri Bose 
.rose and reached the podium. The aged, ailing leader announced 
{ his resignation ns President, marking the beginning of a new era 
J in die history of the Indian Independence League and recOm- 
g; mended Subhas Chandra Bose as his successor. The whole 
I audience stood up and seconded the proposal with cheers and 
j uvaiion. 

The new President of the League addressed the audience, and 
j declared, inter alia : 

L ■ Friends 1 The time bos now come for freedomdqvmg Indians 
to act. Action !n a war-crisis demands, above all, military 
\\ discipline us well as unflinching loyalty to the cause, I there- 
fore call upon all my countrymen in East Asia to line up. in 
\i one solid phalanx under one leadership and prepare for the 
1 grim fight that j$ ahead of US. .... . 

jp..,In the history of India’s struggle, August 1942 will 
therefore remain an unforgettable landmark, indicating the 
psychological transition from passive to active resistance***,. 
The time has therefore come to pass on to the next phase 
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of our campaign. f .The aim and purpose of tins organi- 
sation would be to take up arms against British Imperialism* 
In order to mobilise all our forces effectively, E intend 
organising a Provisional Government of Free India* It will ta 
the task: of this Provisional Government to lead the Indian 
Revolution to a successful conclusion, when the revolution 
succeeds and Anglo-American Imperialism is expelled from * 
India, the task of the Provisional Government will be over. ] 
It will then moke room for a permanent Government to be } 
sot up inside India in accordance with the will of the Indian j 
people. 

JNetaji also made the following remarkable point : 

* ' 

By shedding our blood m a sacred cause, we shall be pay- 
ing the price of liberty and, at the same time, we shall be 
laying Hie only enduring foundation for our national unity. 
And last but not the least, by winning freedom through our 
. own efforts and sacrifice we shall be acquiring the strength 

whereby we shall preserve our liberty for ail time. 

- ■ • • * 

H© concluded his speech by enunciating : 

* 1 

., (j Wq have r g-tinx fifth t ahead of u — for the cn*my Sa 
, powerful, utiscrupuloui imd ruthless. Zo the final march to 
freedom — you will have to faeo hunger, thirst, privation, 
forced marches and death. Only when you pass thia teat, will 
freedom be yours, 1 am confident that you will do so and thereby 
bring freedom and prosperity to your enslaved and Impoverish* 
*4 land/ 1 

;; | 

The audience was captivated by NetajTs fighting speech, 
brimming with passion and sincerity. ^ t 

After tho general assembly was over, Netajl and Bash Bella ri 
Bose paid a courtesy call ter General Count julchi T^taucM, 

4 Gisnh PP- tpdp r . . * - ■ * 
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V I “{ To Delhi I To Delhi ! 194^1945 


jmmander-in-Ghief r Supremo Command of Japanese Armies 
id the Sou tii* at his headquarters in Singapore. Terauchi was m 
gaod humour* notwithstanding adversities on the war fronts 
tader his command, when ho received the two Indian leaders . 
He aristocratic general, who had aha studied in Germany after . 
feraduatiou from the Japanese War College, conversed with 
itfetaji in German- It was evident that Terauchi came to like 
Netaji at once. Ternuolii's friendly feelings towards Netaji coati- 
h ued unchanged until his death from illness shortly after the 
Japanese surrender* This is important to note, because Temuolu 
was widely recognised as a man of calibre, One time Wav 
Minister and potential candidate for the Prime Ministers post, 
Teraiichi was one of the few exceptional generals who could 
Wk to Tojo on an equal footing, 

Next day NetaJI took over the command of the Indian National 
ay and reviewed 13,000 officers and men who lined up under 
the scorching tropical sun at the city square. In a stirring and 
historic speech delivered on the occasion, Bose adequately ex- 
pressed his philosophy, Because this speech seems to hold 
[answers to questions which are bound to arise with regard to 
Inter developments, the full text is quoted below : 

i 

Soldiers of India's Army of Liberation ! Today is the 
proudest day of my life. Today it has pleased Providence to 
give mo the unique privilege and honour of announcing to 
the whole world that India’s army of liberation has come Into 
!■ being. This army has now been drawn up in military formation 
; T on the battlefield of Singapore — which was once the bulwark 
I of thg British empire. This is not only the army that will 
if emancipate India from the British yoke, it Is also the army 
that will, hereafter, create the future national army of Free 
s> j India, Every Indian must feel proud that this army — his own 
army -“has been organised entirely under Indian leadership 
sad that when the historic moment arrives, under Indian 
leadership it will go to battle* 
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‘lliere are people who thought at one time that tho empire 
cm which the sun did not set, was an everlasting empire. No 
such thought ever troubled me. History had taught me that 
every empire has its inevitable decline and collapse. More- 
over, I had seen with my own eyes, cities and fortresses tha'f 
wftre once the bulwarks, but which became the graveyards, 
of bygone empires. But standing today on the graveyard of 
the British empire, even a child is convinced that the almighty 
British empire is already a thing of the past. 

When France declared war on Germany in 1939 and the 
campaign began, there was but one cry which rose from the-; 
lips of Gorman soldiers — *To Paris, To Paris 1’ When the 
brave soldiers of Nippon set out on their march Jn December 
1941, there was but one cry wlu'ch rose From their lips — 'To ; 
Singapore, To Singapore P Comrades I My soldiers I Let your 
battle-cry be — 'To Delhi, To Delhi 1' How many of us will 
individually survive this war of freedom, I do not know. But ' 

X do know this, that we shall ultimately win and our task will 
not end until our surviving heroes hold the victory-parade bit ! 
another graveyard of the British empire — the Lett Kiln of 
Bed Fortress of ancient Dellvi. ' 

Throughout my public career, I have always felt that 
though India Is otherwise ripe for independence' in every way, 
she has lacked one thing ~ namely, an army of liberation. 

' George Washington of America could fight and win freedom $ 
because he had his army. Garibaldi could liberate Italy, fi 
because lie had his armed volunteers behind him. It is your h 
privilege and honour to bo the first to come forward and ’ jii- 
organise India’s National Army. By doing so, you have re- ‘'ip 
moved the last obstacle in our path to freedom. Be happy and ! 
proud that you are the pioneers — the vanguard — in such a,j 
noble cause. 

Let me remind you that yoh have a two-fold task to per- 
form. With the force of arms and at the cost of your blood 
you will have to win liberty. Then, when India is free, yoii ; 


j. V 


I 


:4 




HVi 


V*v 




m 


■■i 


I 


>: 


Y 


r =. 


*■ . ,t ‘ r ■ 


- l 


- 

* - 


r- 


r 


-i Jj i^:^b 


> 





r >':V, -■A -I ' • ~,=J: ‘z- ■ -• r v . 

• - , .}>> $*f>e ?- ^ ri 

To Delhi ! To Delhi 1 194M94S 


2?7 


will have to organise the permanent army of Free India, whose 
task It will be to preserve our liberty for all time. We must 
Wild up our national defence on such an unshakable founda- 
tion that never again in uur history shall we lose our freedom. 

As soldiers# you will always have to cherish and Uve up to 
the three ideals offnith fulness, duty and sacrifice* Soldiers 
who always remain faithful to their nation# who perform their 
duty under all circumstances and who are always prepared 
to sacrifice their lives, nrc invincible. If you, too, want to be 
invincible, engrave these ihrco ideals In the inmost core of 
your hearts* 

A true soldier needs both military and spiritual training. 
You must— all of you — so train yourselves and your com- 
rades that every soldier will have unbounded confidence in 
himself# will be conscious of being immensely superior to the 
enemy, will bo fearless of death, and will have sufficient 
initiative to act on his own in any critical situation^ should 
the need arise. During the course of the present war, you 
have seen with your own eyes what wonders, scientific train- 
l ing r coupled with courage, fearlessness and dynamism, can 
achieve. Learn all that you can from this example and build 
up for Mother India an absolutely first-class modern army. 

To those of you who are officers, I should, like to say that 
your responsibility is a heavy ona Though the responsibility 
of an officer in every army'iii tin's world i$ indeed great, it is 
far greater in your case. Because of our political enslavement# 
we have no tradition like that of Mukden, Port Arthur or 
Sedan to inspire us. We have to unlearn some of tho tilings 
that the British taught m and we have to learn much that 
they did not teach. Nevertheless# I am confident that you will 
rise to the occasion and fulfill the task that your countrymen' 
have thrown on your Vavc shoulders. Remember always that 
officers can make or unmake an army. Remember# too, that 
the British have suffered defeats on so many fronts, largely 
because of worthless officers. And remember also that out of 
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your ranks wilt be bom the future General Staff of the Army 
of Free India* 

To all of you l should like to say that in the course of this 
war, you will have to acquire the experience and achieve die 
success which alone can build up a national tradition fof our 
anny in future, An nrmy that has no tradition of courage, 
fearlessness and invincibility, cannot hold its own in a struggle 
.with a powerful enemy* 

Comrades l You have voluntarily accepted * mission that is 
the noblest that the human mind can conceive of. For the fulfil* 
ment of such a mission, no sacrifice is too great*— not even 
the sacrifice of one's life. You are today the custodian* of 
India's notional honour and the embodiment of India's hopes 
and aspirations, &0 conduct yourself that your countrymen 
may bices you and posterity may be proud of you* 

I have said that today is the proudest day of my life. 3 For 
nn enslaved people, there can be no greater pride, no higher 
honour, then to be the first soldier in the army of liberation* 
But this honour carries with it a corresponding responsibility 
and I am deeply conscious of it T l assure you that t shall b© 
with you in darkness and In sunshine. In sorrow and in joy, 
in suffering and in victory. For the present, 3C can offer you 
nothing except hunger, thirst, privation, forced marches anti 
death. But if you follow me in life and in death*— as I am 
confident you will — I shall lead you to victory and freedom* it 
docs not matter who among us will live to see India free. It 
is enough that India shall be free and that wo ©hall give our 
all to make her froo. May God, now bless our army and grant 
us victory in the coming fight l } f 

InqnUah Zindabad ! A*ad Nind Zind<%bv id / a 
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By October 21, 1943, the freedom movement of the Indian# 
la East Asia hid reached the highest point of enthusiasm. 
There was a we I}. organised and disciplined »rmy la the LN. A, 
and the League provided a system and a, machinery. There 
was the dynamic leadership of Bose, under whom the three 
million Indians in Bast Asia, were united and were ready to 
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undergo any trials .In order to liberate their motherland. 15 * 
How there was the necessity of the establishment of a Govern* 
meat without which it was not possible to get International 
recognition for the activities of the l.N. A. Without a Govern- 
ment Bose could not have declared the war of Independence, 
nor could he have led the army to battle as an equal partner of 
the Japanese Government. 1 ** The unmistakable significance 
of the Provisional Government of Free India was clear to 
Bose and the idea of forming such a Government on the lines 
of the numerous emigre European Governments then function- 
ing from London had already taken deep roots in Bose’s mind. 
He had given expression to this idea in his address to the 
Indian Independence League conference in Singapore on July 
4 , 1943.*” 

On October 21, 1943 about 1,000 Indian representatives 
from different parts of East Asia assembled in Singapore to 
consider the proposal of Bose and "the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Free India was planned and established according to 
to the free will of the Indian people to emancipate themselves 
from British Rule." 15 * In establishing the provisional Govern- 
ment, besides meeting the exigencies of the Indian situation, 
Bose followed the course of History.* 5 * The Irish people bad 
set up a Provisional government in 1916 to fight’ IgsttlM the 
British. During the First World War the Czechs had followed 
the same course and after the War the Turks had formed their 
Provisional Government, under the leadership of Mustapha 
Kernel in Anatotia. 

Bose's concept of the Provisional Government of Free 
India was different from the normal peace time Governments. 
It was to be a fighting organisation with Us main . object 
being to launch and to conduct the war against the British 
and their allies in India.* 50 

• "Nctaji’i most extraordinary move was the formation 
of the Provisional Government of A zed Hind. It was a i 
master move in the game of international politics. The 
original Indian Independence , League could not freely 
declare war on their enemies and could not cooperate on 
equal terms with the League of East Asiatic Nations. It 
was Netaji who foresaw the necessity of equality and thus 


he declared the inauguration : of the Provisional Covert*, 
ment of Arad Hind. The Officers and workers remained ^ 
the same but this switch-over carried us overnight to the 
status of a free state and sraecthen the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Azad Hind was recognized by nine Sovereign states 
as an equal partner in the comity of those nations. 
were a refugee Goverraent but pur privileges and status^- 
was no lew than that of any of the Sovereign states ! 
there.*’ 151 

After he read out the Proclamation, the solemn ceremony 
or Oath-taking followed, Bose was the first to take the Oath: 

■ "In the name of God, I take this' sacred Oath that to, 
liberate India and 38 crores of countrymen, I, Subhat ; 
Chandra Bose, will continue this sacred war or freedom till 
the last breath of my life..." * ■ ’ : 

At this point he became visibly moved. He paused for a ; 
while with tears in his eyes and then continued again: 

"I Shall always remain a [servant or India and look after ■ 
the welfare of 38 crores of Indian brothers and sisters. This 
shall be for me my highest duty. Even after winning free*, 
dom, I will always be prepared to shed the last drop of my 
biood for the preservation o£ India's freedom."* 51 
The Japanese Government's official recognition to the 
Provisional Government of Azad Hind was given two days later 

oq 23 October. , 

On the same day the Cabinet of the Provisional Govern- 
ment decided to declare war on Britain and the US A.* 53 The 
Declaration was broadcast over the League Headquarters* 
Radio, by Bose on October 24, 1;943, The Provisional Govern- 
ment did not declare war against Soviet Union, although she 
was the ally of Britain. Bose &JjwyS^ou$idered Russia as an 
nnti-imperialist power which was oh^^rorced by circumstances 
to join hands with Britain and America due to the defective 
foreign policy of Germany.* 54 Russian sympathy For India 
was evident from the speech of*Mo!otov, the Russian Foreign 
Minister, at the Washington Security Conference that Russia 
would like to hear the voice of Free India it future con- 
ferences. 

Formal recognition was extended to the Provisional 

° f Fr !? wl,hil » » few week. by the Govern- 

S" £ P ": ,UI J. B»™«. thV Philippines, 

mnfctng, Croatia, Maochukuo « n d Sj a m The 

Government thus acquired international legitimacy. 
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After their first defeat tit the hands of the British in 175? ixi 
Bengal, the Indian people fought un uninterrupted of hard 

jLiui 1 Hiftnr bfittle* over a stretch of one hundred years* The his-* 
tory of this period teems with Sample* unpamflwted hnroifm 
and self-sacrifice, And* in the pages of that history, the names 
vl tifftjudduifU nnd Mphonfci! of Bspgal r - flakier All, Tipu Sultan 
and Vehi Tampi of South India, Appn Sahib Bhewolo iunl 
Peshvva Baji Bao of Maharashtra, the Begutns of Oudh, Sardar 
Shyam Singh Atariwala of Punjab and dust, but hot least, RanJ 
Laxmibai of Jharisf, Taniia Topi, MaharaJ Kutawar Singh of 
Dumraon and Nana Sahib — among others — the names of all 
these warriors are for ever engraved in letters of gold* 
Unfortunately for us, our forefathers did hot at first realise 
that the British constituted a grave threat to 1 the whole of India 
and they did not therefore put up a united front against the 
enemy* Ultimately, when the Indian people were roused to the , 
reality "of the situation, they made a concerted move — and 
under the flag of Bahadur Shah in 1357, they fought their last 
war rs free men* In spite of fr*series of brilliant victories in the 
early stages of this war, ill-luck and faulty leadership gradually 
brought about l heir final collapse and subjugation. Nevertheless, 
such heroes ns the Bam of Jhami, TanUa Topi, Kunwar Singh 
and Nana Sahib live like eternal stare in the nation's memory to 
inspire us to greater deeds of sacrifice and valour, i 

Forcibly disarmed by the British after 1857 and subjected to 
terror and brutality, the Indian people lay prostrate for a white, 
but with the birth of the Indian National Congress in 1885, 
there came a new awwfccning. From 1885 till the end of the last 
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World War, the Indian people, in their endeavour to recover 
their lost liberty, tried all possible methods — namely, agitation 
and propaganda, boycott of British goods, terrorism and sabot- 
age — and finally armed revolution. But all these efforts failed 
for a time* Ultimately, In 1920, when the Indian people, haunted 
by a seme of failure were groping for a new method, Mahatma 
Gandhi came forward with the new weapon of non-co-opera Hon 
and civil disobedience. 

For two decades thereafter, the Indian people went through 
a phase of intense patriotic activity. The message of freedom 
was carried to every Indian home. Through personal example, 
people were taught to suffer, to sacrifice and to die in the cause 
of freedom, From the centre to the remotest villages, the people 
were knit together into one political organisation. Thus, the 
Indian people not only recovered their political consciousness, 
but became a political entity once again, They could now speak 
with one voice and strive with one will for one common goal 
From 1907. to 1919, through the work of the Congress Ministries 
in eight provinces; they gave proof of their readiness and capa- 
city to administer their own affairs* 

Thus, on the eve of the present World War, the stage was set 
for die final struggle for India's Liberation* During the course 
of this war, Germany with the help of her allies has dealt 
shattering blows to our enemy in Europe — while Nippon, with 
the help* of her allies has inflicted a kndek-out blow to oUr enemy 
In East Asia. Favoured by a most happy combination of cir- 
cumstances, the Indian people today^havc a wonderful oppor- 
tunity for achieving their national emancipation. 

For the first time in recent history, Indians abroad have also 
been politically roused and united in one organisation. They 
arc not only thinking and feeling in tunc with their countrymen 
at home, but arc also marching in step with them, along the 
path to freedom. In East Asia, in particular^ over two million 
Indians are now organised as one solid phalanx, inspired by the 
slogan of Total Mobilisation, And in front of them stand the 
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♦serried ranks of Indies Army of Liberntioii, with the slogan 
'Onward to Delhi* on their lips* * : ‘ 

Having goaded Indians to desperation by its hypocrisy find 
having driven than to starvation and death by phmdef and 
loot, British rule in India has forfeited the goodwill of the Indian 
people altogether and is' now living a precarious existence. It 
needs but n flame to destroy the last vestige of that unhappy 
rule. To light that flame is the task of India's Army of Libera- 
tion. Assured of the enthusiastic support of the civil population 
at home and also of a large section of Britain's Indian Army 
and backed by a gallant and invincible allies abroad — but rely- 
ing in the first instance on its ovvix strength, India's Army of 
Liberation is confident of fulfilling its historic role* 

Now that the dawn of Freedom is at band, it is the duty of 
the Indian people to set up a Provisional Government of their 
own, and launch the last struggle under the banner of that 
Government. But with all the Indian loaders in prison, the 
people at home totally disarmed — it is not possible to set up 
a Provisional Government within India or to launch an armed 
struggle under the aegis of that Government It is, therefore, 
the duty of the Indian Independence League in Last Asia, sup- 
ported by all patriotic Indians at home and abroad to under- 
take this task — the task of setting up n Provisional Govern- 
ment of Azad Hind (Free India) ' and of conducting the last 
fight for freedom, with the help of the Army of Liberation 
(that is, the Azad Hind Fouj or the Indian National Ann]/)' 
organised by the League. 

Having been constituted as the Provisional Government of 
Azad Hind by the Indian Independence League in E&st^Asia, 
we enter upon our duties with a full sense of the responsibility 
that has devolved on us. We pray that Providence may bless 
our work and our struggle for the emancipation of our Mother- 
land. And we hereby pledge our lives and the lives of our com- 
Tades-lft-arms to Urn cause of her Freedom, of her welfare, , and 
her exaltation among the nations of the world. 


OCT 21 ’93 14:32 
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It will be the task of the Provisional Government to launch*" 
and to conduct the struggle that will bring about the expulsion 
of the British and of their allies from the soil of India, It will 
then bo the task of the Provisional Government to bring about 
the establishment of a permanent National Government of A zad 
Hind constituted in accordance with the will of the Indian 
people and enjoying their confidence. After the British and their 
allies arc overthrown and until a permanent National Govern- 
ment of Azad Hind is set up on Indian soil* the Provisional Gov- 
ernment will administer die a flairs of the country in trust for 
the Indian people. 

The Provisional Government is entitled to, and hereby chums, 
tin? allegiance of every Indian. It guarantees religious liberty, 
as well as equal rights and equal opportunities to all its citizens. 
It declares its firm resolve to pursue the happiness and pros- 
perity of the whole nation and of all its parts, cherishing all the 
children of the nation equally and transcending all the diffe- 
rences cunningly fostered by an alien Government in the past. 
In the name of God* in the name of bygone generations who 
have welded the Indian people into one nation and In the mme 
of the dead heroes who have bequeathed to us a tradition of 
heroism and self-sacrifice — we call upon the Indian people to 
rally round ouv banner and strike for India’s Freedom, We call 
upon them to launch the final struggle against the British and 
all their allies in India and to prosecute that struggle with valour 
and perseverance and with full faith in Fhial Victory — until 
the enemy is expelled from Indian soil and the Indian people 
arc once again a Free Nation, 

Signed on behalf of the Provisional Government 
IUnd : . 
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Sub/wj Chandra Bvte, Head of the Slate , Prime Minister and 
minister for War, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Supreme 
CotmimnWof of the Indian National Army. 
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Capt. Jfty Lakshml (Women's Organisation), S, A* Ayer 
(Publicity and Propaganda), Li -Cot A* C, Chatterfee 
(Finance), U^Cot Aziz Ahmed, Lt.-Coh N* S* Bhagat, Col. 
J+ K, Bhonslc, Lt.-Coh Gutzara Singh, Lt^Col. M, Z. Kianf r 
Lt.-Col * A. £X Loganaihan, Lt.-QoL Ehsan Qadir, Lt^Coh 
Shah Nawaz (Representatives of the Armed Forces); A. M* 
Sahay, Secretary (with Ministerial Rank); Behari Bose 
(Supreme Adviser); Karim Gant, Debnath Das > V , M, 

A, Yeltappa, /, 77ifuy, SarAir Jshar Singh (Advisers); A , U. 
Sarkar ( Legal Adviser), , * 
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INCOMING T.ELEJ£ 


FM: FOREIGN NEW DELHI 



TO: INDEMBASSY TOKYO 


Q\ 




G B SINGH MINISTER (CONSULAR) FROM DIR(P) 


REFCORRESPONDENCE REG. ISSUANCE OF RAPS FOR MR. SHUTARO 
KOTANI AND THREE OTHERS TO ATTEND THE GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
OF THE AZAD HIND FAUJ(INA) AT MOIRANG . AS YOU KNOW ON 
RECEIPT OF YOUR TELEX TO JS(AP) WE HAD REQUESTED THAT MHA 
CONSIDER THE CASE POSITIVELY AND EXPEDITE REPLY. US(F.V1I1)’S 
TELEX WAS SENT IN VIEW OF YOUR INTIMATION THAT YOU INTENDED TO 
ISSUE THE RAPS WITHOUT CLEARANCE. 

A FINAL DECISION IS LIKELY TO BE MADE TOMORROW MORNING 
WE WILL CONTACT YOU AS SOONEST POSSIBLe7~REGARD5 . 

= FOREIGN NEW DELHI = 

COLLS:- A-576/MEA/HR/1 41 835IST 



INCOMING TELEX 


A-512 NEW DELHI 130 12-10-93 1540HRS 


FROM: FOREIGN NEW DELHI 



DCM FROM DIR(AP) 


TO : INDEMBASSY TOKYO 



CONTINUATION MY TELEX OF 29.9.93 REGARDING GOLDEN 


JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS OF THE AZAD HIND FAUJ CINA) AT MO I RANG FROM . 
OCTOBER 21-23 1993 (.) THE GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS ARE 
BEING ORGANISED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF MANIPUR WITH THE DEPARTMENT 

Oof art and culture as the nodal agency <.> we have been informed 

THAT COMMERCE MINISTER SHRI PRANAe MUKHERJEE WILL BE THE CHIEF 
GUEST WHILE OTHERS WHO ARE EXPECTED TO GRACE THE OCCASION ARE 
SHRI K.P. SINGH DEO I AND B MINISTER AND SHRI SANTOSH MOHAN DEV AND 
SHRI SUKH RAM (.) WE UNDERSTAND THAT MR. SHIMODA HAS CONFIRMED 
HIS PARTICIPATION IN THE CELEBRATIONS (.) 

AS REGARDS THE NETAJI MEMORIAL AT M0IRAN6 WHICH WAS 



ATTACKED AND DAMAGED » A NEW REPLICA OF THE DAMAGED STATUE IS 


UNDER INSTALLATION (.) REGARDS (.) 


FOREIGN 


COLLS:- A-512/MEA/MSJ/121640 




INCOMING TELEX 


IT 


29/9/93 1810IST. 
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A-1391 NEW DELHI-150 
FM: FOREIGN NEW DELHI. 

TO: INDEMBASSY TOKYO. 

DCM FROM DIRIAP) . 

REFYRFAX NO. TOK/ 102/2/92 DT. 27/8/93 REGARDING THE 
ENQUIRY FROM MR T SHIMODA OF THE NETAJI SUBHASH BOSE ACADEMY , 
TOKYO IN CONNECTION Wi IH f HE INVITATION FROM SHRI L JOYCHANDRA 
SINGH* IMPHAL (MANIPUR) INVITING MR SHIMODA AND HIS COLLEAGUES 
TO ATTEND THE GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS OF THE AZAD HIND FAUJ 

s <ina:> at moirang from October 21 - 23 , 1993 . 

WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION FROM PMO, WHO 
HAVE INTORMED US THAT THE DEPARTMENl OF CULTURE HAD ALSO BEEN 
CONSULTED AND DO NOT HAVE ANY DIRECT 1NFORMATIONON THIS. 

WE HAVE WRI ! I EN TO THE STATE GOVERNMENT FOR MORE 
DETAILS/INFORMATION. WILL REVERT ON RECEIPT OF A RESPONSE FROM 
; THEM. 

YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT THE NETAJI MEMORIAL AT MOIRANG 
WAS AT i ACKED/ cONVEYED R ECENTLY. REGARDS. 

=. FOREIGN NEW DELHI 
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COLLS:- A-1391 /MEA/HR/291840IST 
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’ ,0VT A BOSE NEY - C LflRIFI . i? °N +POSTHUMOUB+ T 

'^DFriSin 0 WE0NE S0AY DEFENDED TH° X crT-5 D l DITIOrjAL ATTORNEY 
TO AWARD PO&THUMO UP f v 1 - o ? GOVERNMENT'S 

AWARD TO INDENPENDEnIe L™DlR V sSHA S HrS^ S HISf *8T CIVILIAN 

IS ST ^-L ^MATTER OF DEBATE, * -AohCHANDRA BOSE, WHOSE DEATH 

HAD FILED A 

> OF THE «HARAT A RATNA A A«ARD B FOE m 1 * 'POSTHUMOUS' ^RECIPIENT 
GREAT COMMOTION IN THF ™,u2L t992 ’ SAYING IT HAD CREATFn f 
HOW THE GOVERNMENT CONCLUDED THAT D NFTATr 0VERSY N0W AROSE AS TO 

w^^sasr* ™ --«e w k tine of hi 8 

=ERSON^f^^ A ® A “’'°™E Y EVI0EN?E ACt‘ 1 Spf 1 WPEWIN6 FOR 
ULS1 SAID? Tim twtc r^At^r- "'ECLAR^D POSTHUMOUS* J 
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INDIAN REVOLUTIONARY REMEMBERED 

’s ashes kept from homeland 


VETERANS and others pose after a memorial service at Tokyo’s Renkoji Temple on Aug. 1 8, 
the 48th anniversary of the death of Indian revolutionary Subhas Chandra Bose. 


By MIYUKI ARAI 

Staff write* 

The ashes of Indian revolu- 
tionary Subhas Chandra Bose 
have remained in a Tokyo 
tempj^for 48 years despite 
the It ime urging of Japa- 
nese war veterans who want 


Chandra Bose 

his remains repatriated, 
Holf^g up the effort is a 
suit i by Bose's relatives, 
who refuse to believe he is 
dead. 

The roughly 30 Japanese 
war veterans have been ask- 
ing Indian officials since 1958 
to take Bose's ashes from 


Renkoji Temple in Suginami 
Ward. 

The veterans, members of 
the Subhas Chandra Bose 
Academy, an association set 
up in his memory, were in- 
volved in plotting strategies 
in a failed campaign for Indi- 
an independence. 

They and their relatives re- 
cently held a memorial ser- 
vice to mark the 48th anniver- 
sary of Bose's death on Aug. 
18, 1945. 

Bose, who advocated inde- 
pendence from the British, 
led an army of Indian volun- 
teers against the allies during 
the Burma campaign under 
Japanese sponsorship. 

Plane crash 

He died in a Tokyo hospital 
after a plane crash in Taiwan. 
He was en route to the Soviet 
Union following Japan's sur- 
render when the plane went 
down. 

It is not widely known that 
Bose's ashes are still in Japan 
with little chance of being re- 
turned home. 

After the memorial service 
at Renkoji Temple, Masao 
Hayashi, 80, secretary of the 
academy, said, “As the mem- 


bers of the academy who re- 
member Bose grow older, the 
hope for Bose's soul returning 
home will be lost forever. 

“I feel very sorry that Neta- 
ji, who fought with us during 
the war, has not been able to 
go home for nearly 50 years." 
Netaji, Hindi for respected 
leader, was Bose's nickname. 

Back in India, close rela- 
tives of Bose do not believe he 
died, even though Indian offi- 
cials who visited Taipei and 
Tokyo inspected the evidence 
of the plane crash and deter- 
mined that the ashes are 
those of Bose. 

Independence struggle 

In contrast to Mahatma 
Gandhi, who started the Non- 
cooperation Movement and 
made the National Congress a 
nonviolent organization, Bose 
planned to strengthen the in- 
dependence struggle against 


the British with Japanese as- 
sistance. 

Bose, who was born in 1897, 
reportedly helped instill a vi- 
sion among his people of a na- 
tional militia. His philosophy 
was sometimes at odds with 
Gandhi's. 

Indian soldiers of the Brit- 
ish Indian Army in Japanese 
captivity were set free to join 
up with Bose, Compatriots 
from Singapore and other 
parts of Southeast Asia also 
volunteered. 

In 1943, Bose proclaimed es- 
tablishment of a provisional 
independent Indian govern- 
ment and the Indian National 
Army. The Axis powers rec- 
ognized the regime. 

In the following year, with 
Japanese support, he led an 
abortive Indian advance on 
Rangoon and India, 

u We see Bose as a symbol 
of friendship between Japan 


and India." said G. B. Singh, 
minister of the Indian Embas- 
sy in Tokyo. Singh also at- 
tended the memorial service. 

Although some Indian lead- 
ers have visited Renkoji Tem- 
ple and members of the acad- 
emy have repeatedly asked 
through the Japanese govern- 
ment for Bose's ashes to be 
sent to India, the suit by his 
relatives has blocked their ef- 
forts. 

With little hope for the repa- 
triation, members of the 
academy have decided to dis- 
band after a memorial ser- 
vice on next year's anniversa- 
ry of his death, according to 
Hayashi. 

Bose proved that Indians in 
the British Army could be in- 
spired by his patriotic action, 
Hayashi said, noting his vigor 
paved the way to indepen- 
dence. 
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Mr. T. Shimoda, a member of the Netaji Subhash Bose 
Academy, Tokyo, has informed us that he has received a few letters 
from Shri L. Joychandra Singh, Imphal, Manipur, conveying that a 
21-member National Reception Committee has been formed to celebrate 
the Golden Jubilee of the Azad Hind Fauj (INft) at Moirang from 
October 21 to 23, 1993. Reportedly these festivities are to be 
inaugurated by Prime Minister. For Mr. Shimoda and his colleagues 
to convey final acceptance of the invitation extended to them, they 
would like to know whether these Golden Jubilee celebrations are 
being held officially and whether the Reception Committee has been 
organised by the Government of India. 

i 

i 

Would be grateful if you could have the request made by 
Mr. Shimoda checked up through appropriate authorities in India and 
confirm the status to us. 


Regards , 



August 27, 1993 


o 



L. JOYCHANDUA SINGH 


l'ax. No.- 001-19-335-5544, Prnjataulra Iniphal 
Tele — I’RAJATANIRA, IMP1IAL. 


.220147 [o] 
\ 221494 [oj 
Phone 221538 [o| 
(220471 [k] 


PR A J AT ANT W A ElUH-D' N<3 £i 

Fax No. 0081-467-23-3277 Japan imphal. manipur, india. 

Mr. T. Shimoda, 

* Tele No. 0467-31-1464 QoF'j Imphal July 30, 1993. 
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Dear Mr, T. Shimoda, 

Thank you very much for your 27 July 1993 fax, 

India is going to celebrato ’’the Golden Jublee 
of Azad Hind F&uJ (INA) at Moirang for three days 
from 21st to 23rd October 1993* 


A National 21 ra embera reception q ommittoc has 
been ccnstitutod by the Government mfr which I have been 
apppinted aa the member of the committee. Prime Minister 
Mr. Kao will inn augu rate the celebration. Many min is tors, 
Lead ere of the Government of India will attend the 
function. I have proposed to invite Mr. T, Shimoda, Mr. 
Kotani and President of the lletaji Subash Chandra Dose 
Academy, Tokyo, Formal invitation will be issued by the 
Government to you. Please let mo know v/h ether you will 
be able to attend the function on 21st October 1993 or 
not ? Kindly give me the name and address of the President 
and general secretary of Neta ji- Subash Chandra Bose 
Academy Tokyo by fax. 


With kind regards, 


yYours sincerly 
( L. Joyc hamif^Sin gh ) 




O 








N . Ravi 
Charge d'Affaires 
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No.TOK/102/2/93 


August 27, 1993 


Dear 


Please refer to our earlier of even number dated 
June 1, 1993, regarding the return of the ashes of Netaji 

Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 

- I enclose herewith copy of a note recorded by 

Minister (Consular) Shri G.B. Singh, who attended the memorial 
service at the Renkoji Temple, organised on August 18, 1993. 

We would be grateful if you could let us know the 
results of your efforts towards taking of a decision regarding 
the return of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose back to India. 



/ '“N Shri Dilip Lahiri, 

Joint Secretary (AP) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


* * 


On Aug 18 afternoon I attended the memorial service at the 
local Renkoji Temple organised by Netaji Subhash Chander Bose 
Academy to mark the 48th Death Anni versary of Netaji . As per 
past practice the memorial service was held in the main temple 
which was led by Rev. Mochizuki (son of late Rev. Mochizuki who 
received Netaji's ashes at this temple). Thereafter about 50 
persons were present at this ceremony moved down to a hall where 
speeches were delivered by members of the Subhash Bose Academy 
and other guests reminiscing their experiences of working closely 
with the INA. Some of them who knew Netaji personally extolled 
his virtues as a great freedom fighter of India. Towards the end 
of this function I was also asked to say something on this occa- 
sion. I made a brief speech thanking Rev. Mochizuki and members 
of the Netaji Subh'ash Bose Academy for taking care of Netaji 
ashes during the last about 48 years. 

2. Unlike the previous years (1 attended the memorial service 
and the meeting in 1991 and 1992 also) when there were no press 
reporters at the memorial service or at the meeting , this time 
reporters from the Japan Times, Kyodo News Service, Nihon Kezai 
Shimbun and JIJI press were present at the both the places 
Soon after the memorial service at the temple was over, these 
press reporters came to me and started asking questions as to why 
Indian authorities have not so far taken away the ashes from 
Renkoji temple, etc. I told them that it would be i nappropr i ate 
for me to hold a press conference in a temple where we have 
gathered to pay our homage to Netaji. Thereafter when we moved 
down to the hall I found that 4 or 5 chairs around my seat were 
deliberately kept vacant which were later occupied by these 
reporters. 

3. As these reporters were rather persistent I thought it bet- 
ter not to avoid them anylonger .Their questions mainly related 
the delay in the repatriation of Netaji's ashes to India and a 
few about his role in the India's Independence movement. Giving a 
brief background as to why the ashes could not be repatriated so 
for ,1 informed them about the doubts in the minds of some of the 
Netaji's close relatives and friends about the death of Netaji in 
the aircrash on Aug 18,1945 , and it sometimes becomes difficult 
for the Government to remove such doubts. When they asked me as to 
whether I was attending the function in my personal or official 
capacity, they were told that the Indian Embassy Tokyo has al- 
ways been offically represented at the memorial service. One of 
the reporters mentioned that he has learnt that the 50th 
memorial service will be the last service which will be performed 
by the Subhash Bose Academy .In view of that he wanted to know 
whether the ashes will be repatriated to India or shifted to the 
Indian Embassy after that. They were told that as there are still 
two years to go for the 50th anniversary, the matter will be con- 
sidered in due course. They asked a few more questions about 
Netaji' s activities as a freedom fighter which were answered as 
briefly as possible. 


V 



4. Even other speakers during their speeches during this func- 
tion were more vocal about the need for the repatriation of 
Netaji ashes with honour to India. Their main plea was as they 
are getting old it would not be possible for them to 
safeguard these ashes with the? respect that they deserve. 

5. In view of the above mentioned it appears we will come under 
increasing pressure from the members of the Netaji Subhash 
Academy to repatriate Netaji 's ashes to India as soon as pos- 
sible. A couple of articles in this respect have already ap- 
peared in Nihon Kezai Shimbun (August 12 and 15 - English trans- 
lation enclosed). It appears a few more would follow presumably 
based on the discussions by the above quoted press reporters with 

■''■"'v me at the Renkoji Temple on August 18. 
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N ihon Kolsai s hinbun August 1^ 19^3 

Mtmirlal service f«r Chandra Btae will came t> at) 

cud next yiar 

Subhash Chandra Bose: 




H© was b»rn in a wealthy family la India. Studied 
at Cambridge University. T heugh he passed the ICS exami- 
aatiea Base plunged lute ladepeadence movement. In 1338 
he was elected Congress President but resigned because ef 
differences with ether leaders including Gandhi. tfe went 
en hunger strike te pretest against British eppressien. 

In 1341 ®es« escaped te Berlin and began Knti-Britiah 
breadeasts frem there. In 1343 he came te Japan, In ceepe- 
ratien with the Japanese Army ti ese 'proclaimed the Free 
Indian Government in Singapore . As a cemmander bf Indian 
«ati enal Army Bess and his farces feught warfare in Imptaal. 
After the surrender ef Japan en his way te the Soviet Union 
he was killed in air crash in Taiwan. 


A memorial service far Chandra Base will be held en 
August 18 at the *Unkeji temple in Tokyo. Chandra 
a here ef freedem struggle of India, was killed in air crash 
in 1345, Be dared te have farmed alliance with the Japanese 
Army which inflicted tremendous suffering en peeple ef A sia. 
for the sake ef India's independence. ..Subhaa Chandra?Bese 
Academy, which ^had been organising a memorial service every 
year in the past, decided te put an end te the service next 
year since most ef its members have passed away or become old. 
Eye' witnesses ef the ’Indian army in the Japanese army* and 
tragedy ef ^kpanese and Indian soldiers who were forced te 
fight n warfare in Imphal become less and less. 

'’Most ef leading figures ef the academy have passed. 

I am the only survivor ef my generation who knew Bose, 
one wants te held a memorial service centineeusly . " said 

Bayasbi, the secretary 1 ' general ef the academy. 



Hayashi 

g^ptresps together with the * Indian ^atiaaal "^rmy' under 
the command of dose taak part in Imphai U peration in 1344. 

Mr. ^ayashi wha spake “indi warked as a liaison officer 
between the Indian National Army and the Japanese Army. 

The military operation ended in failure. M *t was reckless 

1 survived the daneger because 1 was alene. Other seldiers 

Sofyas 

whe f iff hi the war with their fellew.^died eut ef ma| aria 
and .c here la" said ^r. ^ayashi. "The special Service Agency 
sounds strange and leaves bad impression. But we did nothing 
wrong. We sincerely supported India's independence. Thanks 
te Boss's psrsenality the Indian National Army was well 
disciplined. They were wonderful people." he added. 


following the surrender ef Japan ^ashes ef ^ese were 
breugh£rte Japan. Members sf the Achademy have been calling 
en the Indian Government te accept the ashes. Late P.M. 

Nehru visited the ^enkeji ^emple where the ashes Hvere kept 
but the Indian Government has been refusing te accept the 
ashes, "The Indian Gevernment ean hardly accept Bess 
whe split with the Congress, The ashes would not be returned 
to India' said M r , .^ayashi. 
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Nihon Keizai Shimbun, 12 August 1993 


(H. Komiyama) 


Voices From Japan Does Not Reach Indian Government 

-Remains of Mr. Chandra Bose 


( 




Remains of Mr. Chandra Bose, one of the leaders of Independent 
Movement who fought with the independent forces during the World War II, are 
still unsettled for 48 years. 


Chandra Bose Academy whose members are mostly from the army which 
supported India's independence have been contacting Indian govenraent to return 
his remains to his home country. They are concerned that there will be only a 
few people who supported the independence activity and know about him. 

Mr. Bose is a leader of India’s independence as well as Gandhi 
and Nehru. He established 1NA and joined Inpal Plan with Japanese army. 


He died on the 18th of Ausgust, 1945 in the air accident in 
Taipei. Since then his remains are kept in a temple in Nakano-ku, Tokyo. 
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TO: FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

DIRECTOR CAP) FROM FS CP AND I) 
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NIHON KEIZAI SHIMBUN OF 12TH AUGUST HAS CARRIED 
THE FOLLOWING STORY FREE TRANSLATION OF WHICH IS AS UNDER: 



1 



VOICES FROM JAPAN DOES NOT REACH INDIA GOVERNMENT 

-REMAINS OF WRT CHANDRA BOSE 



REMAINS OF MR. CHANDRA BOSE* ONE OF THE LEADERS OF INDEPENDENT 
MOVEMENT WHO FOUGHT WITH THE INDEPENDENT FORCES DURING THE WORLD WAR 
II* ARE STILL UNSETTLED FOR AS YEARS. 



ps CHANDRA BOSE ACADEMY WHOSE MEMBERS ARE MOSTLY FROM THE ARMY 

WHICH SUPPORTED INDIA'S INDEPENDENCE HAVE BEEN CONTACTING INDIAN 
GOVERNENT TO RETURN HIS REMAINS TO HIS HOME COUNTRY. THEY ARE 
CONCERNED THAT THERE WILL BE ONLY A FEW PEOPLE WHO SUPPORTED THE: 
INDEPENDENCE ACTIVITY AND KNOW ABOUT HIM. 

MR. BOSE IS A LEADER OF INDIA'S INDEPENDENCE AS WELL AS GANDHI 
>- AND NEHRU. HE ESTABLISHED INA AND JOINED INPAL PLAN WITH JAPANESE 
ARMY. 

V 

HE DIED ON THE 1STH OF AUGUST, 1945 IN THE AIR ACCIDENT IN 
TAIPEI. SINCE THEN HIS REMAINS ARE KEPT IN A TEMPLE IN NAKANO-KU* 
TOKYO . 

2. THE DAILY YOMIURI OF 13TH AUGUST HAS CARRIED V.S. NAIPAUL'S 
INTERVIEW* TITLED ''HINDUS AWAKENING TO HISTORY", WHICH IS FAXED 
SEPARATELY. 

I ND EMBASSY TOKYO 

/-V 


COLLS: T-363 TKY/MM 13 20:17 JST 
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Embassy of India, 
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No.TOK/102/2/92 


August 23, 1993 




From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 

JS (AP) from FS (P&I) 

Reptd: JS (XP) 

DG (ICCR) - Foreign pi pass 
Dir (FSO) 

Subhas Chandra Bose 



Text of an article in Nikkei Weekly of 23rd August, 
1993 is faxed below. 
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Old soldiers honor Indian 


patriot, own 

BY FUM10 SUMtYA 

Staff writer 

When some 40 aging members of the 
Subhas Chandra Bose Academy gath- 
ered last week at Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo's Suginami Ward, two topics dom- 
inated the conversation. 

For some members, mostly former 
members of “Hikari", a secret military 
agency in the Imperial Japanese Army, 
the gathering was simply to pay tribute 
to Subhas Chandra Bose, a leader of the 
Indian independence movement in 
World War H. 

The men had fought alongside Bose 
in a bid to shake up British control of 
India. Bose's ashes have beef! kept at the 
temple since he was killed in a plane 
crash in Taiwan on Aug. 18, 1945, 

For other members, the memorial 
service was overshadowed by a yearning 
to speak out against recent statements 
by members of the new Hosokawa coali- 
tion government calling World War II 
a “war of aggression" and apologizing to 
other Asian nations. 

“It was very regrettable that the 
prime minister said we had invaded 
neighboring countries,” said society 
member Futaehinosuke Nagoshi, 70, a 
former university professor of history, 

Masao Hayashi, 80, the academy's 
manager, added, “It is true that the 
Japanese army partly invaded Asian 
countries. But it is also true that our 
activity assisted Indian independence as 
a result." 

The old soldiers' spirited statements 
during a meeting after the memorial 
service said a lot about the depth of 
feelings about the war that still linger 
almost half a century after its end. 

“I haven't attended this ceremony for 
several years, but I can’t keep my silence 
toward the new government, which de- 
nies our activities," said one member. 

Academy members believe that their 
activities helped India achieve its inde- 
pendence by working with Bose against 
the British. 

Nevertheless, after 49 years of paying 
annual tribute to Bose, academy mem- 
bers are reluctantly preparing to break 
up their organization, formed in 1948. 

“By commemorating Bose and our 
relationship with him, we recall our 
wartime life,” said Hayashi. “However, 


role in war 

our members are already old. We can no 
longer continue the commemoration so 
we have to break up the academy after 
the 50th ceremony next year/ 1 

Under the traditional Buddhist way 
of counting, the organization will cele- 
brate the 50th anniversary of his death 
in August 1994, 

At last week's ceremony, members of 
the private society were joined by an 
official from the Indian Embassy in 
Tokyo, 

In India, there is no commemoration 
of Bose’s death, Hayashi said, and Bose 
has a controversial reputation in the 
place where he fought for independence. 

Indeed, while the academy has asked 
the Indian government to take back 
Bose's ashes and former Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru once visited Renkoji 
Temple, the Indian government has not 
agreed to accept the remains. 

“Bose is considered a political oppo- 
nent of the Congress Party I. He will 
never go back to his homeland," 
Hayashi said. 

Although Bose was elected president 
of the All-India National Congress Party 
in 1938, he resigned soon afterward 
because he opposed Mahatma Gandhi's 
insistence on nonviolent resistance. 

After moving to Germany, Bose be- 
gan making radio broadcasts against the 
UK, then went to Japan in 1943. In 
Singapore, he proclaimed the establish- 
ment of an independent Indian govern- 
ment and founded the Indian National 
Army in cooperation with the Imperial 
Japanese Army. 

Bose later participated in a major 
military operation at Xmpal in India 
near the Myanmar border, where his 
army and the Japanese were defeated by 
the British. 

After Japan's World War II defeat, 
Bose tried to go to the Soviet Union to 
continue his independence movement. 
But a plane crash put an end to his life 
at age 49. 

While Hayashi said that he has Bose's 
death certificate, some members of an 
official Indian mission that came to 
Japan to verify the death later claimed 
that Bose did not die. 

Even now, some people believe that 
Bose is still alive. And the Indian gov- 
ernment officially attributes its rejec- 
tion of Bose's ashes to the existence of 
these doubters. 
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No.TOK/ 


June 1, 1993 


Dear 





'•3 


I would like to draw your attention to our letter 
of even number dated May 12, 1992, wherein a petition given 
by the Netaji Subhash Academy to us, had been enclosed. 
The petition had requested that our PM Shri Narasimha Rao 
visit the Renkoji Temple during his June 1992 visit here 
and that the ashes of Netaji be returned to India as soon 
as possible. 

I also enclose copy of a letter received recently 
by Ambassador from Mr.Hayashida which is on the same lines 
i.e. regarding the return of ashes to India. 


We would be grateful if you could have the matter 
considered at your end and let us have a response in due 
course . 



Shri Dilip Lahiri, 

Joint Secretary (AP) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 




February j y , 1993 



His Excellency 
Mr. Shankar Dayal Sharma 
The President of the 
Republic of India 
The President's Office 
New Delhi 
India 


Your Excellency: 

First of all, let me extend my most sincere congratulations 
on your new term of office as the President of the Republic 
of India. 

I must ask an excuse to let me introduce myself. I am 74 
years old retired person, and had served the Imperial 
Japanese Army during the Pacific War. At the end of the War, 
I was ordered to escort the remains of Netaji Chandra Bose to 
Tokyo from Taipei, Formosa ( Taiwan ) , who was killed in August 
1945 by an aircraft crash there. Since then, I have been 
trying to return the ash of Netaji to its native country, but 
failed. The ash is still enshrined at the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo, and enclosed you may find. President Prasad, Prime 
Minister Nehru, Prime Minister Gandhi and Netaji's family 
paid visit there when they came to Japan. 

I am very pleased to know the news that the government of 
India has recently announced bestowal of the Bharat Rratnat, 
the highest decoration in the country, to Netaji. To take 
this opportunity, I would like to ask you for the special 
favor, so that the ash shall be returned in a secure and 
honorable manner. 

As you may recognize, it is my earnest and lifetime wish to 
return the ash of Netaji to its motherland. I am getting 
older and the time left to me is not long. I sincerely wish 
to have your special attention on this , and to hear a good 
news . 


Very truly yours 


Tatsuo iiayasnraa 



ends. 


cc: His Excellency Mr. Prakash Shar 

Ambassador of the Republic of India in Japan 
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N£I A J 1 1S_ ASHES_ AND_ JHE_ NEED^JO 
RiPATRIATE_THEM„.TO„INOIA 

Fa l lowing Japan's surrender to the al I i ed forces) 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Base embarked upon a journey from 
Saigon to Dairen in Manchuria* by a Japanese bomber. On 
board the plane were* besides Netaji* his INA associate 
Col . Hab i bur Rahman* Japanese officers pasted to 
Manchuria and crew members. The plane had left Saigon at 
5,00 p.m. on August 17* 1745 and arrived at Touraine at 
7.45 p. m. The party spent the night there. The next 
morning* i.e. on August 18* 1745 they had left Touraine 
and arrived at Taipei at 2.00 p.m. The party had lunch 
there. And the plane took off at 2.35 p.m. from Taipei. 
Within a few seconds* the plane crashed and Netaji had 
sustained burn injuries of the third degree and succumbed 
to his injuries in an Army hospital at Taihaku* Taiwan 
on August 18* 1745. 


Two days later* his body was cremated. The ashes 
were finally taken to the Renkoji Temple* located in 
Suginami-ku* Tokyo* on September 16* 1745. Although 

ashes are normally brought to temples only tor the 
purpose of the funeral ceremony* Rev. Moch i zuk i * father 
of the present Head Priest of the temple* in this 


particular case* agreed to keep them in safe custody 


consider ins the fact that the ashes belonsed to a we I I - 
known Indian leaden till such t i me ? they could be 
taken to India. The ashes are still tyins in the temple. 
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To dispel the lingering doubts about the death Df 
Netaji in certain quarters and to find out the truth 
about the plane-crash? Government of India appointed an 
Enquiry Committee? headed by Ma j . Gen. Shah Nauaz Khan 
(1NA)> in April? 1956. Other members of the Committee 
were Messrs. Suresh Chandra Bose? elder brother of 

Netaji? and S. N. Mitra? ICS. After examining all the 
evidence it had gathered? it gave a majority report on 
the 16th July? 1956. Mr. Suresh Chandra Bose gave a 
dissenting report. The Committee? inter alia? observed * 

"The Committee has come to the conclusion that 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an air-crash 
and that the ashes now at the Renkoji Temple? Tokyo? are 
his ashes. Rev. Mochizuki and the trustees of the temple 
have already kept the ashes for a number of years. Their 

services deserve to be recognised. If the ashes are 

taken to be genuine? Renkoji Temple can not obviously be 
their final resting place. Netaji died ten years ago. 
It is time that his ashes were brought to India with due 
honour? and a memorial erected over them at a suitable 
place. This we recommend tor the serious consideration 
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of the Government of India. " 
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The Government of India has accepted the majority 
report* confirming the death of Netaji on the 18th 
August* 1945. Referring to this inquiry report* the 

then PM* Pt * Nehru* in a letter to Sri Suresh Chandra 
Bose stated = 




A 




" ... all the circumstantial evidence that has been 
produced and wh i ch has been referred to in the Enquiry 
Committee's report has convinced us of the fact that 
Netaji has died. In addition to this* the lapse of time 
now and the extreme i mprobab i I i ty of his being alive 
secretly somewhere when he would be we I corned in India 
with great joy and affection* adds to that circumstantial 
ev i dence . " 


The lapse of time mentioned in the above quoted 
letter has since been increased by another 31 years. In 
spite of the rather clear verdict given by the Shah Nawaz 
inquiry report about the death of Netaji i the controversy 
regarding his disappearance or more accurately* "non- 
appearance" continued. Besides general dissatisfaction 
about the procedure adopted by the Committee and the 
accuracy of the findings* the Committee was particularly 
criticised far not paying a visit to Taiwan to inspect 
the site of the alleged crash. 
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Amidst rumours of Netaji having been seen at i ve 
once again* a petition signed by more than 350 FIPs was 
presented to both the President and the PM* demanding for 
a properly conducted Judicial inquiry into the matter. 
Accepting the petition* the Cabinet appointed a one-man 
Commission of Inquiry* consisting of Justice G. 0. 
Khosla* on the 11th July* 1970. 

The Commission* after examining all the evidence it 
had gathered* and after visiting ail the places in Asia 
connected with the subject matter of the Inquiry* 
including Taiwan* concluded that Netaji died on the 10th 
August* 1945* two days later his ashes were carried to 
Tokyo* and that they were deposited in the Renkojt 
Temple. Justice Khosla inter alia* observed * 

" from the evidence* I am convinced beyond all 
reasonable doubts that the wooden casket lodged in the 
Renkoji Temple at Tokyo contains Bose's ashes and these 
ashes were placed in the box at Taipei after the 
cremation of his dead body." 

"... Neither the order of Mr. Nehru nor the decision 
of Mrs. Gandhi to direct an enquiry into the dis- 
appearance of Subhas Chandra Bose was the consequence of 
a personal doubt or disbelief in their minds* but* in any 


event* any number of doubts* any measure of disbelief 


can not add upto anything- The value of 
zero and the sum total of several zeroes 


such doubt i s 
is no more than 


The Justice Khosta Commission's findings were 
finally accepted by the Government of India. 





Rev. Fiochizuki who originally accepted the ashes 
later on got a smal I shrine bu i It adjacent to the main 
hall of the temple* especially to preserve the ashes of 
Netaji. To mark the day of Netaji 's death* on August 10 
every year* the temple arranges a special memorial 
service in honour of Netaji* On August 10* 1990? a bust 
of Netaji — of about 3 feet high mounted on a 5 feet 
pedestal - was unveiled and placed near the entrance of 
the temp I e » 


Rev* fiochizuki has zealously guarded the ashes for 
34 years* hoping that India would take them back. But 
his iiiish could not be fulfilled in his life time* as he 
died in June 1979* His son fir. Kashi Mochizuki has ever- 
since taken over the running of the temple and taking 
care of the ashes. 

Rev. fiochizuki * until his death* and the Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose Academy in Japan* consisting of 
Netaji J s associates and admirers * have been making 
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ashes 


/■> 




persistent efforts to ensure repatriation of these ashes 
to India. They* however ? realised the sensitive nature 
of this issue and did not push matters by keep ins their 
pleas within reasonable limits. At the same time? they 
did not hide their disappointment/ frustration over the 
delay and "Indian Government's indifference towards a 
national hero? who fought for India's independence 1 ') and 
continued pleading tor the repatriation at the ashes "for 
the sake of goodwill and friendship." 
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Among the Indian dignitaries to visit the temple 
were President Rajendra Prasad? PMs? Pandit Nehru 
(1957)? Mrs* Gandhi (1969)? External Affairs Ministers 
Mr* A.B* Vajpayee (1976)? Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao (1902) 
and a Parliamentary delegation led by the speaker in 

Japanese Government? from the beginning? has played 
an important yet quiet role in the whole issue. A 
Japanese staff officer reportedly escorted the ashes upto 
the temple and requested the priest to accept them for 
his custody. In 1955? their Foreign Minister visited the 
temple and asked the priest to keep the ashes carefully. 
In January? 1962? when Gen. Iwaichi Fu j i war a called on 
the Foreign and Home Ministers of India in New Delhi? he 
was accompanied by Mr . T . Mutoh of the Japanese Embassy* 
Before that he was reportedly briefed by the Japanese 


1976. 
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Ambassador himself at their Embassy. In April) 1984) 
Japanese press reported that PM Nakasone had accepted the 
proposal of the Chief Policy Planner (Chairman) Policy 
Research Counci I ) of the ru I i ng LDP> Masayuk i FujiD to 
return the ashes to India. PM Nakasone had also 
directed Foreign Ministry officials to study the 
pr oposa I . 

Mr. Fujioi in his meeting with Arab. Madhauan on the 

25th October 1985) stated) " It is 40 years now since 

the war and most of the friends of Bose have passed away. 
It is impossible now to take care of his ashes in a 
proper manner . " A mb . Madhauan > in a subsequent letter to 


the Ministry) 

wrote ) "... Mr . 

Fu j r o 

spoke 

strong 1 y in 

favour of 

India f i nd i ng a 

home 

for 

the 

ashes, 41 

Fortunate 1 y * 

the Government of 

Japan has so 

far 

seen to 

i t that the 

issue i 5 not take 

n ta the 

po i nt 

□ f 

caus i ns 

embarrassment 

to India. 






Right from the beginning) the Government of India 
has been constrained by the fact that close members of 
Neta j i ’ s family have not been convinced about his death) 
although there was no documentary evidence to support 
their doubts. The Times of India) dated 3rd September 
1990) quoted Mr. Amiya Nath Bose) a nephew of Netaji as 
stating * "Netaji did not die in an air crash in 1945> 
but something very bad had happened to him in 1947." 
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The speculation was that Netaji might have been executed 
by Stalin or he had been held in custody in a 
concentration camp in the Soviet Union. On the other 
hand* Mrs. Bhakti Bose — wife of Netaji J s youngest 
brother* Mr. Salesh Chandra Bose — and her son attended 
the annual memorial service on the 18th August l^Q?* at 
Renkoji Temple* suggesting some sort of reconciliation on 
their part. In this connection* the opinion of Shr i P.V. 
Narasimha Rap then the Minister of External Affairs* may 
be of interest " "... It would be better if those members 
of the Netaji family who have been opposed to the idea in 
the past were to formally communicate their views to us> 
particularly if they think differently now." 

Successive Ambassadors have taken the consistent 
stand that the Renkoji Temple can not be the final 
resting place for Netaji *s ashes and they should be taken 
to India in an appropriate manner* This is because* 
the moral obligation on us is not so much to accept that 
the ashes in Japan are Netaji ^ s * but to accept the return 
of the ashes to India whether they are or not. The 
possibility of an institution like the National Museum 
receiving the ashes* without any commitment that they are 
Netaji *s ashes* or setting up a non-official committee of 
public figures to deal with the question* ascertaining 
the wishes of Netaji *s daughter* who is now reported to 
be living in America were also suggested. 


B 


Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs in its 
meeting dated 27th February* 1791* examined the issue* 
based on the note prepared by the MHA. It approved the 
note. The relevant portion of the note read = 






* 
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"The issue of Netaji's death and bringing of ashes 
to India is surcharged with emotion. LJe have already had 
two enquiries on the disappearance of Netaji* It has 
already been accepted that Netaji died in the air crash 
on the 10th August* 1945 at Taihoku. The MHA are* 
therefore* of the view that no useful purpose would be 
served by holding yet another inquiry or by bringing the 
ashes back to India at present as this might create 
unnecessary tens t ons . " 

In view of the above quoted* it is felt that if the 
Government accepts the ashes as being genuine (as it did 
when accepting the Shah Nawaz Committee and Justice* G.D. 
Khosla Commission reports)* then it lays itself open to 
the charge of not providing a home and of failing to 
treat with proper reverence the ashes of one of India's 
undoubted patriots. Besides* the political difficulties 
that could arise out of a possible disappearance of ashes 
from the Renkoji temple* should also be taken into 
account - 
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NEED TO BRING ASHES BACK 


1. Rev. Mochizuki passed away in June* 1977. His 
son has taken over the temple and also the ashes. For 
him* the ashes are not something sacred as in his 
father's case* but only one of the material things* that 
he has inherited. Uhen Netaji's old associates are no 
longer there to support this temple* he might* as well 
treat them as a liability. 










2. Old age continues to claim the close Japanese 
associates of Netaji. Very soon none of his associates 
will be alive and it is unlikely that the care and 
respect that is being accorded to his memory at present 
will also continue in future. 


3. Given the Japanese' deep respect and veneration 
for the mortal remains of the dead — including war 
criminals* let alone martyrs — it looks odd to them 
that a foreign country is hesitating to receive the 
ashes of a national hero. This is a source of adverse 
comment and publicity for India in Japan. 


4. Prospect of disappearance due to neglect can not 
be ruled Out* causing avoidable trouble. Although the 
Embassy is making an annual contribution towards the 
preservation of the ashes* this in itself can not ensure 
proper care and respect for the ashes. 


ID 


5. Articles that belonged to Neta j i i 


like sword i 


treasures etc- have been ceremoniously received in Indiai 
in spite of the doubts in some quarters about his death. 

6. Mrs. Bhakti Bose? (wife of Netaji J s youngest 
brother Mr. Sa I esh Chandra Bose) and her som Mr- V i k r am 
Bose have attended the memorial service recently) 
suggesting that they might have reconciled to the fact of 
Netaji's death) thereby removing the opposition to the 
repatriation of the ashes. Mr. Vikram Bose* a British 
national working in a multi-national company in Tokyo has 
been attending the ceremony regularly. 

7. With the conferment of Bharata Ratna on Netji in 
recognition of his services) it may only be natural to 
receive his ashes with due honour. 

With the Government of India having accepted the 
fact that the ashes are NetajiJs ashes? it is 
increasingly becoming difficult for this Embassy to 
explain especially to the Japanese people as to why the 
ashes cannot be repatr iated to India. With the passage 
of time) the opposition in receiving the ashes appears 
less rational and is also becoming difficult to explain 
the pub I i c sensitivity on the issue) specially to those 
associates of Netaji who see some close relatives of 
Netaji attending his memorial service at the temple. 



In view of the above mentioned; there is an urgent 
need that the Government of India repatriates the ashes 
for the safe custody; even if gaining public acceptance 


jk far granting the honour that these ashes deserve is still 

difficult to muster - 


/*> 
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Date Particulars 


Remarks 


17.8.1945 Netaji leaves Saigon arrives Tourine 

18.8.1945 Net a j i leaves Tourine and arrives 
Taipei. In the afternoon, soon 
after plane takes off, it crashes. 

20.8.1945 Netaji 's body is cremated at Taipei. 

These were kept 
in the temple 
pending their 
return to India 
in due course. 


18.9.1945 Netaji' s ashes are brought from Taipei 
to Japan and kept in Renkoji temple 
in Suginami-ku , Tokyo 


April GOI appoints enquiry committee 

1956 headed by Shah Nawaz Khan. 


July Committee gives majority report 

1956 confirming the demise of Netaji in 

the air crash at Taipei and recommends 
that Netaji's ashes be brought back 
to India with honour and a suitable 
memorial erected. 


1969 


PM Indira Gandhi visits Renkoji temple 


July 

1970 


1978 

July 

1979 


GOI appoints a one-man commission Justice Khosla 

headed by Justice G.D. Khosla to conduct reiterates 
yet another examination regarding the the earlier 
final journey of Netaji. findings of the 

Shah Nawaz Khan ' s 

, committee, in '74. 

EAM A. B. Vajpayee visits Renkoji 
temple . 

Rev. Mochizuki, Chief Priest of 
Renkoji Temple, who had been guarding 
Netaji's ashes passes away. 


r 


Jan 1982 

1982 
19 84 

25.10. 

1985 

18.8.90 


Gen . Fu j iwara*called on Foreign & 

Home Ministers in India, New Delhi and 
to discuss the above 

EAM P . V .Narasimha Rao visits Renkoji 
Temple . 

Japanese press mentions PM Nakasone 
as having accepted proposal of Mr . Fu j io , 
Chairman, Policy Research Council of 
LDP, to return the ashes to India. 

In a meeting with Ambassador Madhavan , 
Fujio makes a strong plea for the re- 
turn of the ashes to India as it is 
impossible for the Japanese to 
continue to take care of the remains 
in an appropriate manner . 

A 3- foot high bust of Netaji is placed 
near Renkoji Temple of Tokyo. 


*Worked in the 
Imperial General HC 
in the Deptt. of 
Intelligence & 
Propaganda and 
established first 
contacts with the 
India Independence 
League in 1940/41 
in Thailand. Later 
was to become Lt . 
General after the 
II World War. 


27.2.91 CCPA in New Delhi while examining a note 
of the MHA observes that no useful pur- 
pose will be served by holding another 
enquiry or bringing back the ashes as 
this might create unnecessary tensions. 
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February j cj , 19 93 



His Excellency 

Mr. Shankar Dayal Sharma 



The President of the 
Republic of India 
The President ' s Office 
New Delhi 
India 


Your Excellency: 

First of all, let me extend my most sincere congratulations 
on your new term of office as the President of the Republic 
of India. 

I must ask an excuse to let me introduce myself. I am 74 
years old retired person, and had served the Imperial 
Japanese Army during the Pacific War. At the end of the War, 
I was ordered to escort the remains of Netaji Chandra Bose to 
Tokyo from Taipei, Formosa ( Taiwan ) , who was killed in August 
1945 by an aircraft crash there. Since then, I have been 
trying to return the ash of Netaji to its native country, but 
failed. The ash is still enshrined at the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo, and enclosed you may find, President Prasad, Prime 
Minister Nehru, Prime Minister Gandhi and Netaji 's family 
paid visit there when they came to Japan. 

I am very pleased to know the news that the government of 
India has recently announced bestowal of the Bharat Rratnat, 
the highest decoration in the country, to Netaji. To take 
this opportunity, I would like to ask you for the special 
favor, so that the ash shall be returned in a secure and 
honorable manner. 

As you may recognize, it is my earnest and lifetime wish to 
return the ash of Netaji to its motherland. I am getting 
older and the time left to me is not long. I sincerely wish 
to have your special attention on this, and to hear a good 
news . 


Very truly yours 


Tatsuo ttayasnraa 



ends . 


cc: His Excellency Mr. Prakash Shar 

Ambassador of the Republic of India in Japan 









smH ViiTfaq 

Prime Minister’s Office 
Nfav Drttu-HOiHt 

June 27, 1978. 


The Prime Minister has received 
your letter dated June 12, 1978, forwarded 
by Mr. Tatsumaru Sugiyaraa* General Secretary 
of I.C.W.A. on the subject of Ashes of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. The Prime 
Minister will write to you on the subject 
in course of time. 

Yours sincerely, 

(H.S. shah) 

Mr. Tatsuo Kayashida, 

38 21st Street 3Chome Haruyoshi, 

Fukuoka JABVN-810. 



H.S. Shah 
Joint Secretary 
to Prime Minister 

- !U!lH 

Dear Mr. Hayashlda, 
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Prime Minister’s OrncE 
New Delhi - 110011 

February 22, 1979 

Dear Sir, 

I am desired to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of November 16, 1973 
addressed to Mr. H.S, Shah, Joint Secretary. : 
to the Prime Minister, 

Yours faithfully, 

t d? i5~6'v» — " ’ 

^ 1 * ■ 

(N..S, Sreeraman) 

Mr. Tatsuo Hayashida, 

38 21st -Street 3-chome, 

Haruyosji Chuoku, Fukuoka, 

Japan. 


r~*f 



Private Secretary to 
the Prime Minister 



Wednesday. July 29, 1970 The Japan Times 9 


BOOK REVIEW: 

Chandra Bose: Indian Patriot 


NETAJI SUBHAS CHAN* 
BRAfcBOSE — His Great Strug- 
gle and Martyrdom. By Tfltsuo 
Hayashida, (English trars- 
lation edited ,by Biswanath 
Chatter joe). Published by 
Allied Publishers (Bombay, 
Calcutta, New Delhi, Madras 
and Bangalore), 183 pages, 
Rs. V , 

Chandra Bose was 
one of India's greatest patri- 
ots, He was a legend in his 
| time and he is still remember- 
ed by many in his country as 
' a persistent and devoted pur- 
i suer of Indian independence, 
j His sudden disappearance 
| from India during World War 
: II; his emergence in Germa- 
j ny, and his arrival in Japan 
j for the final phase of his 
; struggle as leader of the IndL- 
I an National Army and the 
' head of the Provisional 
Government of Free India 
gave him $ heroic aura all his 
own. . * 

Bose's tragedy was com- 
pounded by his choice of the 
losing side in the last war He 
was assured of a brilliant 
future — on a par with 
Mahatma Gaftdhi and Premier 
Nehru— had he been present 
in the postwar Indian scene. 
But i le day of his untimely 
death an airplane accident 
at the Taipei airport on Aug. 
13, 1945 — a few days after the 
Japanese surrender, Bose 
never faltered in his resolve 
| to win freedom for his 
i country, 

i As a matter of fact, he was 
| on Ills way to surrender to the 
Soviets in Manchuria in an 
! effort to continue his fight for 
| independence when he was 
killed in the plane crash. The 
| Japanese Government, of 
course, had objected to his 
|| joining the Russians, but Bose 
|j had his way, 

Tatsuo Hayashida's interest 
in the life of Subhas Chandra 
Bos^ began with the fatal ac- 
cident. At the war's end, he 
was on assignment with the 
Taiwan Army Command, and 
he was ordered to escort the 
ashes and the belongings of 



Author Tatsuo Hayashi* 
da seen with Indian Prime 
Minister Mrs. Indira Gan- 
dhi. 

Bose to the Imperial General 
Headquarters in Tokyo, The 
trip took three days and 
during that time the box wrap- 
ped in white cloth never left 
Hay ash Ida's chest where it 
hung. „ ,:.y. v r :i* ‘ v 

"That was when T resolved 
to find out all I could about 
this great Indian hero/* 
Hayashida now recalls; "Dig- 
ging out" facts about Netaji 
has become an obsession with 
the author who has made 
numerous trips all over Japan 
from his Fukuoka home in 
search of material on Bose., 

The writer was motivated 
by a sense of real grief over 
the fact that Bose was unable 
to achieve his lifelong am- 
bition because of his untimely 
death and by a desire to 
perpetuate the memory of this 
great man whose ashes are 
still kept at an obscure temple 
called Renkoji In Tokyo. It 
H Hayashida's wish to see 
Netaji's ashes deposited In 
India and to have him honored 
and revered as "the father of 
India's independence.” 

When India's Premier Mrs. 
Indra Gandhi visited Tokyo 
last year, Hayashida was one 
of those who paid her a 
courtesy call. 

Hayash Ida's book, while 
briefly describing Netaji's 
career up to the time of his 
death, goes into the full de- 
tails of, the air accident which 
took his life. The remi- 
niscences of several people 
who were directly concerned 
with the ill-fated flight are also 


included. As the author points 
out, the people connected with 
the last phases of Bose's life 
are fast disappearing or their 
memories are fading. The 
book which was originally 
written in Japanese is thus 
valuable in depicting the 
events before and after the 
fateful event from first hand' 
sources. 

The writer also unfolds the 
"secret” of what happened to 
the "treasures” which Bose 
had with him at the time of 
his death. He does so with 
some reluctance, for as he 
points out, "In postwar Japan, 
more interest was £aken in 
what happened to the treasure 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
left behind than hr the sad 
death of the great leader him* 
self.” % 

Deploring the “erosion of 
the traditionally good quail 
ties of the Japanese” in the 
postwar period, Hayashida 
discusses the fate of the 
treasure in detail because of 
his desire “to convince some 
Japanese w F ho are spiritually 
so depraved and demoralized 
that they take an extraordina- 
ry interest in Netaji's 
treasure.” 

Though the author Is not a 
professional writer, he does 
an excellent job— largely 
through his devotion to his 
task. The book is thus fasci* 
n a ting. It also gives a histori- 
cal look into the background 
of the events taking place in 
an Asia under Japanese 
domination. 

Hayashida is now working 
on another volume on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, a photo 
album w r hich includes photo- 
graphs not readily available 
anywhere else. 

The author’s other project 
at the moment is to find ways 
and means of returning 
Netaji's ashes, now resting at 
Renkoji, a quiet temple in 
Tokyo's Suginami Ward, to 
his Indian homeland. (Y.O.) 
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Why Leave Netaji’s 
Remains in Japan? 


[Mr. Tatsuo Hayashida, 
the writer of this letter was 
one of those who escorted 
Netaji's remains from 
Taipei to Tokyo-] 

"l am one of the foreign- 
ers who have deep admira- 
tion for great Netaji. On 
September 5, 1945, 1 (then 
a second lieutenant aged 
26) and Colonel Raman, a 
Bose's aid, escorted from 
Tfiipoi to Tokyo his remains 
and articles left behind. 

"I cannot feel World War 
ll is over until the remains 
of Netaji, who was a 
national hero, one of the 
great contemporary revolu- 
tionary leaders in the world 
and an eternal friend and 
comrade of the thought- 
ful Japanese, return with 
glory to the earth of India 
and her people he loved. 

I can never die In peace 
until I confirm the fact of 
this return. Though his 
articles ! left behind were 
quickly disposed, the re- 
mains have not yet been 


Mahabali entreated his 
people that they should 
visit Siva temple of Thrikka- 
kkara during Onam. When 
the people expressed their 
difficulties, the king relented 
and asked people to offe r 
their oblations at home. He 
also laid down the guide- 
lines for the celebrationa 
This did not lost long* 
Mahabali left his beloved 
land for Vishnu to rule. 

For different groups of 
people, Onam means diffe- 
rent things. Nairs and Nam- 
budiris observe ail the ritu- 
als- For Tamilians of Kerala 
it is a day of feasting^ Func- 
tional castes take Onam as 
a time for worship of thei r 
implements. For various hill 
tribes it is the festival df 
eating new grain. As a result 
of continued interaction, 
oven Christians and Muslims 
celebrate Onam, except its 
ritual aspect. 

Onam plays a prominent 
part \p^\e socia^integration 
of th ^eraUtes irrespective 
of their caste and creed. 


taken over by anybody 
since they were laid in 
state in Renkoji, Tokyo, 
forty two years ago. 

"To our regret, a myth that 
Netaji 'Jives" still exists in 
India. However his death 
is a stern realltv, Ninety 
years have already passed 
since his birth, and I, e 
young lieutenant in the past 
have become sixty seven 
years old. It is needless to 
say that man is trard to live 
at 90. 

"Under those circumstan- 
ces, the Indian government 
dispatched twice investi- 
gation committees to servey 
the cause of his death. Th 
first in vestigation committee 
was sent in 1956. headed 
by Shau Wards Khan, and 
the second was in 1966, 
headed by G. D, Khosala, 
As a result it was concluded 
that the remains temporari- 
ly laid in state in 
Renkoji Temple* Sugi- 
nami-ku, Tokyo were 
certainly the Netsji's, There- 
fore, President Prasad, 
Prime Minister Nehru, Prime 
Minister Gandhi anb Dr. S. 
K. Bose and Mrs. Bose paid 
visits to Renkoji whenever 
they came to Japan. Bose s 
death is a fact and the 
remains laid in Renkoji are 
surely the Netaji's. This fact 
is undeniable* 

"After the war, I lived in 
Fukuoka, wherefrom I have 
been making efforts for 
returning the remains to 
India and honouring Netaji. 
I only wish earnestly that 
the remains may be taken 
over and received with the 
utmost honour by the 
independent Indian Govern* 
ment, 

"Mr. Ryoichi Sasagawa, 
Chairman^ of the Japan 
Shipbuilding Industry 
Foundation, has proposed 
to bear all the necessary 
expenses for returning the 
Bose remains to India if 
the government have no 
budget for it f want to 
fnform your people of the 
truth and help rest his soul 
in peace which has been 
astray these 42 years, t 
sincerely wish that this hero 
of independence may be a 
lasting guardian deity of 
India injconformity with the 
customs and religious dis- 
ciplines of India." 

Au gust 18, 1987 was the 
anniversary of Bose's death 






Finbassy of India, 


Shivshankar Menon 
Deputy Chief of Mission 


2*11, Kudan-Minami 2-chonic, 


Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO ii)2 
Telex: 232/1886 INIJKMlt J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 


Fax: 03(323 4)/! 866 


No . TOK/ }g ri _ 


May, 12, 1992 



I am enclosing a petition that was handed- 


over to our Minister (C) yesterday by the Netaji 


Subhas Chandra Bose Academy in Tokyo. The petition 


requests that PM visit the Renkoji Temple during 
his forthcoming visit here. It also asks that 
the ashes of Netaji be returned to India as soon 
as possible. 




(Shivshankdr^ Menon) 


Smt . Nirupama Rao, 

Joint Secretary (EA) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

NEW DELHI . 

Copy with enclosure to Shri Shyam Saran, JS(S), 
Prime Minister’s Office, Ne- 



(Shiv Menon) 

Deputy Mission 
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To: The Hon.Shri F* V.Narashenha Rao 
Minister for External Affairs 
Government of India 

From: Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Academy 
Tokyo p Japan 

Subject: Petition for the Return of the Ashes of Late Netaji 

Subhas Chandra Bose to India* 

Sir, 

Herewith our petition regarding the return of the .Ashes of 
Late Subhas Chandra Bose which is at present enshrined in 
R c nk o j i T ample f Hak ano, T oky o . 

We shall be much obliged if you could grant us the per- 
mission to send back the Ashes of Late Subhas Chabdra Bose 
to India at your earliest convenience* 

August 1 8th , 1945 when Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died in 
an air crash at Taipei air port, 37 years have passed since 
then, on September 18th, 1946 the remains and the Ashes of 
Netaji was brought and enshrined in Renkoji Temple, Nakano, 

Tokyo. Then about 10 years after all those who were concerned 
with Netaji .gathered and offered prayers on the death anniver- 
sary day the 18th August. 

May, 1956 Netaji T s death investigating team headed by 

Mr* Shah Ifawaz Khan arrived in Tokyo and again Prime Minister 

of India Labe Pandit Nehru visited Renkoji Temple on October 

1957. Since tli on high interest were taken by various people 

and on January 23rd, 1948 Netaji 1 s Birthday Anniversary Nctaji 

.. 

Subhas Chandra Bose^ Academy was established headed by Mr. 

- 

K ei zo Sh i bu rawa . 



Since then this Academy observed Netaji T s birthday party 
M on 23rd January and Death Anniversary on 18th August every 
year. 





Thirty years have passed since the first president .of the 
Academy and to Mrs. Emori who died 3 years ago and the present 
president Gen. Katakura all have the same intention of return- 
ing back the Ashes of Netaji to India. Especially, this year 
in January 1982 when Gen Iwaiehi Fujiwara visited India he met 
and discussed with your Excellency, and has submitted Aide 
Memo, a copy enclosed herewith. This gave us the opportunity 
of writing this letter, for which we appreciate your cooperation* 
Nov/, the problem is that the members of the Academy who 
respected and honoured Netaji are getting old, moreover, the 
High Priest of Renkojim who was a great admirer of Netaji, died 
and his son have taken over the Temple and needs a change over, so 
wo request responsibility and for the sake of^goodwill and 
friendship we request the Ashes of Netaji should be returned to 
India at the earliest possible moment* 

Hoping that this request should be graned, 


Yours -respectfully 



Tad as hi Katakura 


President 

Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose Academy 


N L i. A J - li L . > 




I- ACAiu.M Y 


TOKYO, JAPAN. 




M, HAVAS HI 

3000. NOlIORITO, TAMA-KU, 
KAWASAKI -SHI, JAPAN. 

Dated April 1983. 






RE i AN APFEAL TO FORMER OFPERS AND THE FEOPLE CONCERNED 

WITH IMA REGARDS THE ASHES AND REMAINS OF LATE NETAJI 
SUBHAS CHRANDRA BOSE. 

Uhl '>v-o5t 


ut 


BH Ji5 CtlnADJJJhA bUbil. ' ftp 

3 'Jo-v pj. J 

Gentlemen , f^clvCA * 

It has passed 38 years since Late Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died 

in. an air crush- at Taiwan Air Fort In l8th,day of August 199-5. 

We who knew Netaji have been observing his birthday January 23rd 
and his death anniversary August 18th, every year and it is that we 
feel very sad and sorry to say that the ashes and renabns of this. 
Great Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose who was a supreme commander of INA 
and a leader of Provisional Government of Free India is still in 
Rekojl Temple a.t Tokyo has not been returned to his Motherland up 


to now. .. 

We have contacted our Foreign Dept many, a times and the answers were 
that the Indian 'Government has not yet recognized his death and that 
they' cannot do anything but wait, and even the Indian Ambessy in Japan 
gave the sane answers. 

However .that y.im must understand that longer we keep waiting, the. 
people who knows, and respect Netaji gets lesser and lesser and at the 
end their will be nobody to pay respect his remains which we feel 


very sorry. 

Therefore, we appeal to our and his commarades the former officers 
and people concerned with INA to get the Netaji’s Ashes, and Rbnuil ns 
back to India and may his ashes refit: in. peace in River Canga. 


- Yours sincerely, 




r 




L 


1 


<\ 






J * 


FAX MESSAGE^ 
MOSJF^UVlMEtJlATE 


srrcr stfofr 

Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886INDEMB J 
Phone: 03 (262) 2391 
Fax: 03 (234)4 866 






To : 


FOREIGN NEWDELHI 


Attention : 

DIRECTOR (EA) SMT . PRIMROSE SHARMA 

Fax No . : 

3010680 

Message No: 


Dated : 

13.3. 1991 

From: 

Shivshankar Menon, Deputy Chief of Mission 


No. of pages 
{including this page) 

Repeated to: 



MESSAGE 


tV° 


V 


REF8& YOUR FAX OF MARCH 12, RECEIVED TODAY 
REGARDING L.D. MALAVI/A,WHO HAS WRITTEN TO PRIME MINISTER 
ABOUT NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE'S REMAINS (.) 

DR.MALAVlfA IS FROM ALLAHABAD AND BELONGS 
TO LATE MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA’S FAMILY (.) HE FIRST CAME TO 
JAPAN AS A VISITING TEACHER OF HINDI IN OSAKA UNIVERSITY 
IN THE LATE 60S OR EARLY 70S{.) HE IS PRESENTLY TEACHING 
HINDI IN TOKYO UNIVERSITY OF FOREIGN STUDIES, WHILE LIVING 
IN KYOTO { * ) 

AS FOR HIS SUGGESTION, AS YOU KNOW, IT HAS 
BEEN THE EMBASSY'S VIEW FOR QUITE SOME TIME THAT NETAJI ’ S 
REMAINS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO INDIA, SINCE THE GOVERNMENT 
OF INDIA HAS LONG ACCEPTED THEM AS GENUINE, AND SINCE THOSE 
WHO ARE TAKING CARE OF THE REMAINS IN JAPAN ARE GRADUALLY 
PASSING FROM THE SCENE (. ) 

A-\y-~v 


fM. 

Cm) 



(S. JMENON ) 
DCM 

13.3.1992 


j ^ ^*'ni|vvi hfar* i*i^frD ^vVv^4*| 
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FAX MESSAGE 
MOST IMMEDIATE 



A Liai^ifi'-i 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886INDEMB J 
Phone: 03 (262) 2391 
Fax: 03 (234) 4 866 



To : 

Attention : 


CONSULATE GENERAL OF INDIA KOBE 

CONSUL GENERAL, SH SUSHIL K.VERMA 


Fax No . : 


QH8 2. 6I3TU 


Message No: 


Dated : 


13 . 3.1992 


From: 


Shivshankar Menon, Deputy Chief of Mission 


Repeated to: 


No. of pages 
(including this page) 


MESSAGE 


Am enclosing the message from Delhi that 
we spoke about (. ) Would be most grateful for information 
on Dr. Malviya(.) 




(S. Menon) 
DCM 

13 . 3.92 
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RE: THE MORTAL REMAINS OF 


SHRT SHtmilAS CHANDRA BOSE IN JAPAN 


Dear Shri Maras imha Raoji, 


f o 1. 


T sincerely wish to thank you and your government 
bestowing t he Bharata Ratna award on Netaji Subhas Chandx a B 
on hi 5 n i net y- f i fth birthday. I am sure that not only millions of 

but many of his former Japanese colleagues who me 

also xeloxce at 

K ini * U, U i- L I OU1I I 


our countrymen „miL r w*. n*a *. 

»Ki' 1 hOmBXIWI . f f ,> iiil a B!?!!fly D \!B 1 i l Su*tu 1 af8S K&ii 


to one serious act o£ omission 




it is well-nigh impossible that it did not occur to 
one in the Government, Congress Party or the press that 
mortal remains ot Subhas Babu are lying for the lasl 47 years 
a rlnsat in Renkoji Temple, Tokyo, Japan! 


any 


Alter exhaustive investigation by a commission in 19! 
the facts relating the air-crash on 18th Auqust. 19411 near Tat 
ku, Mninusa, diy so well known that I need not elucidate on t 
he.-t?. I do understand the feelings of general public i n India 
more so the fervent wish and desire of members of Subhas Bfcbu/j 
family - who persist on the hope of seeing him still alive, 
there are other higher concerns of propriety and on* iiatxui 
prestige, which ought to be addressed to without further delay, 


Subhas Babu ' s remains were brought to Renkoj 
Tokyo on 15th September 1945, by the prxeet of a differ* 
(.ip. mint WUJ cUlltUlt j ut nut) utiiii liiny siuu uu 
stances then prevailing, to accept those ashes. The Hear 
of Renkoji Temple, Shri Kochi zuki has time and again 
the wish that Subhas Babu's remains be brought back 
There is no other motive behind his request except that, 
ing to religious custom in Japan, Shraddha in f e? 1 
last time on the Ord death annversary of the dec- 9 .' f, 
Subhas Babu's case tell more than a decade ago, 

August 1977. Hence, Shri Mochizuki ' s desire for ashes' 
t f. on . 


Indi <2 




T h/r/p visited Renkoji Temple a number of ' . . e<? . i 
though the remains in question are adequately taken care f, 
pains to s°? them there, 1 am reminded of one - 

noon in early 1940s, when Subhas Babu visi* or home in Allala 
bad, to pay his last respects to Mahamana Ma laviya ji . 
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-^IM Su wioni t b?w0-i$M n-zz n-w-- 

fV-.* g) P5P^ 

Tn my humble opinion the Government Or India should at 
the earliest repatriate the remains of Subhas Babu from Japan. 
These may be preserved in India at some appropriate place, like 
National Archives, Mew Delhi or at Netaji Research Institute in 
Calcutta, for as long as the controversy around Subhas Babu ' s 
i* final Ly resolved or till his centenary in 1997, or even 
longer than that. Thereafter, these remains, whether or not 
o firmed a-? those of Subhas Babu, can be consigned to any river; 
in India . 



the light of two similar precedents , l cannot fail 
i ■ see that we have not been fair in the treatment of Subhas 
Babu ' s last remains . As you may well recall, the grave of Mad an - 
lal Dhinqara. who was executed and buried in England in 1909, was 
in 1976 and his remains brought back to the land of his 

" " ^ 4 * ^ ^ *■ IJ ^ ^ «. C 1 m » 1 a v 1 y ^ i' U n Po 1 V 

r evolver used by Chan dra She khar Azad in his final encounter with 
~ :7rr: 1 at Alfred p~ , A 1 1 nhabad on 7 i February 

1931 - ha? been rroeured from England and is at present on porma- 
nent display har-.: . a hundred yards from the very spot where it 
was last used - ar, Allahabad Museum 1 According to Samskrit dictum 
KaraNaantaani VairaaNi, I see no reason why Subhas Babu's ashes 
should still remain neglected in a foreign country. 

What an immense prestige India would gain, not only in 
the eyes of. the Japanese people but the entire world, if either 
our President, or you our Prime Minister canto to Japan, this time 
with the exclusive purpose of accompanying back the last remains 
of that proud son of our Motherland, Subhas Chandra Bose! 

Please find enclosed a speech by Subhas Babu, delivered j 
at the Great East Asian Conference in Tokyo on the 6th November^ 

Radio Japan, After listening, kindly give it to All India Radio; 

the National Archives. I shall rest contended for being in-1 
strumental in restoring at least this one relic of his to the ; 

country of dux birth! 


With very sincere regards. 

Yours faithful 1 y 

\ J.tA. 


SHRT MARAS I MHA RAO 
PRIME MINISTER 
MEW DET.MT 
INDIA 
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FAX MESSAGE 


To 

Foreign New Delhi 


ATTN: 

Joint Secretary ( XP ) 


RPT 

FAX No. 

.Joint Secretary (EA) 

OOrf / - f J- H- y>Ol 0 OR 

2-5^ 1 

MESSAGE NO: 

TOK/ 102/ 2/92 DATED 29.01 

.1992 

FROM 

, COUNSELLOR ( PR&HOC ) 


No. OF PAGES: 

Ten (including this page ) 






We have received a questionnaire from 
Mr. Yuji Hiraiwa, reporter of Tokyo Shimbun on conferment 
of award of Bharat Ratna on late Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

A copy of questionnaire is enclosed for your perusal. Mr. Hiraiwa 
proposes to write an article on the subject incorporating answers 
to his questions from us. Tokyo Shimbun is one of the Japanese 
language dailies with a circulation of 1.3 million inclusive of both 
morning and evening editions. Its circulation is relatively small 
as compared with major national Japanese language dailies. 


We shall be grateful if you could kindly 
indicate the lines on which our reply should be based. 




e 


( G. P . Isser ) 
Course 1 lor ( PR &H0C ) 
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A 925 NEW DELHI 30 311S3D 
ETAT PY 
TO : INDEMBASSY TOKYO 

* COUNSELLOR ( PR AND HOC) FROM DIRECTOR(EA) 

PLREFYR FAX MESSAGE NO TOK/ 102/2/92 DATED THE 
29TH JANUARY » 1992. ENCLOSURES CONTAINING QUESTIONS 
NOT RECEIVED. GRATEFUL FAX SOONEST POSSIBLE. 
FOREIGN 
COLLS A 925 
MEA/SKK/ 312350 


INCOMING TELEX 





I 

"V-fL 


PL ACK TKS 






>TT<.rr qrr TWSftFiRr, ciPi^ft 

Kinbassy of liulin, 

2- 1 I . Kudau-Minami Trlinmc, 
Chiywla-ku, TOKYO MU 
Telex: INDIiMll .1 

I ’iioiK'i {)?, i 
Fax: fKUiiZ.'i'D'lUCC) 


To 

ATTN: 

FAX No. 
MESSAGE NO 


FA X MESSAGE 

FOREIGN HEW DELHI .. 

DIRECTOR (EA) 

0061 -91-11 -001 0700 

T0K/L0?/?/9? DATED 3. 02.1992 


FROM 


COUNSELLOR ( PR&HOC ) 


No. OF PAGES: Ten, (including, thin page ) 


Kindly refer to your telex No. A-925 
dated 30th January, 1992 regarding non-receipt of 
enclosures containaining questions. A copy of the 
questionnaire is attached. Tlwtiuo 



( G.P.Isser ) 
Counsellor(PR & HOC) 
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TO* 



>ircr q,i sifipft 

] 'In i] >;issy of India, 

211, Knd;m-M i n;i mi i V.-rlininr, 
Chiyiirfn-kii, TOKYO HU 
Telex: a:i24H«(i INDKMH J 
l 'lioiu:.: (i:u;i2ft2)2:‘>!) 1 
l-'iix: u:\(:\2?,4)4M,l\ 


FAX MESSAGE 

To : FOREIGN HEW DELHT 

ATTN: TELEGRAPH SECTION 

FAX No. : oni qiii 3£p nfifln 

MESSAGE NO: TOK/l n?/ 9 /Q 3 DATED 04.02. 1992 

FROM : COUNSELLOR ( PR&llOC ) 


No. OF PAGES: Two (including th pope ) 


Refer your telex message No.A-28 
dated 3rd February, 1992. The cover page total pages ten 
first page regarding Tokyo Shinbun, special news Section by 
Yuji Hiraiwa attached. 
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( G.P. Isser ) 
Counsel lor (PR & HOC) 


-fc 




r 



* 12 * 

00 - 08 **23 


* 













ppoH; 













